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The sign read ―Welcome to the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Church in America‖ and, I 

hear, it used to hang over the main offices 

of the ELCA in Chicago. Since it was 

strange to think of a church centered in a 

bland office building filled with lawyers, 

the sign has been removed. 

 

That is one image of church. Another 

may be with folded hands from childhood, 

rhyming, ―here is the church, here is the 

steeple…‖ That sees church as the build-

ing, a place where we meet. That’s rea-

sonably descriptive, but makes me wonder:  

if you come up Pheasant Hill to drink a cup 

of coffee or receive food or browse the li-

brary, have you really ―gone to church?‖   

 

If that doesn’t count, we may be led to 

focus on our gatherings, perhaps in wor-

ship. What makes it church then? Is it a 

Bible reading? Is it singing from the ELW?  

Is it wearing church clothes? Is it that we 

agree with each other, or are generally 

similar? Is it that it feels peaceful or like 

home? Are we seeking a holy refuge? Is it 

about being called from selfishness and 

sent for social justice? What makes it 

―church?‖

 

 Our official definition, from the Augs-

burg Confession in 1530 that defined what the 

Lutheran churches believed, says the church 

―is the assembly of all believers among whom 

the gospel is purely preached and the holy sac-

raments are administered according to the gos-

pel.‖ 

 

That definition doesn’t say anything about 

pews or rock bands or even a building. It does 

not mention bishops or committees. It neither 

prohibits nor necessitates any of that. What’s 

important, rather, is preaching and administer-

ing sacraments rightly. That is, the Bible isn’t 

just a story but is a message of God’s love 

promised for you. And to aid that understand-

ing, this love comes to you in baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper, comes no matter what—a free 

gift to sinners. That’s it! Any of the other stuff 

should only be there for the sake of helping 

you to receive God’s good news. 

 

That great definition of church cuts to the 

heart of what we need, of what God knows we 

need. This God who loved us so much as to 

come in Jesus and be part of this mess, to 

know frailties and hang out with outcasts, to 

bring about the abundance of life for us.   

 

So church is not primarily about how we 

live, about how we relate to God, but about 

God coming to relate to us and promise life. 

 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

                 How is the Church? 
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FROM OUR PASTOR 

 And Why? 

 

For this reason, I am pleased with the 

ELCA Church-wide Assembly’s decisions 

and work on behalf of people in same-

gendered relationships. It has been a very 

deliberate process, but it should go without 

saying:  God loves these people, and all peo-

ple.  With that message at heart, the best 

thing that can happen in their lives—our 

lives—is that God’s love better enables us to 

love others. 

 

A short extension of the central message 

is that we need somebody to tell us about 

God’s love—to preach that word and to offer 

―the Body of Christ, given for you.‖ It’s why 

you have Tim and me here, but is not in any 

way dependent on who we are. In this place 

at this time you ask us to be a mouthpiece for 

God’s message. There is no reason that a 

person who happens to be gay would change 

God’s message for you. 

 

Now, there will be those who say that 

this is a huge change for the church. But 

overall it is catching up to what we’ve pro-

claimed to be our center the whole way 

along:  God loves all of us sinners. That mes-

sage clearly is not against the Bible, but is 

exactly what Lutherans said we were about 

in 1530, which in turn was an attempt to be 

faithful to what Jesus wanted for this com-

munity, which represented God’s will for all 

of us the whole time. 

 

There are so-called churches that deal exclu-

sively in exclusion, who focus their whole 

message on living what they view as right-

eous—claiming that being truly faithful can’t 

involve dancing, or can’t involve military 

violence, or can’t involve the rich, or can’t 

involve abortions.   

 

That is not church, though, because that 

is never the center of God’s message. The 

message of church is that we’re loved in 

spite of how much we’ve messed up, how 

wrong we’re told our lifestyle is, how poorly 

things have gone, how much we doubt, or 

how terribly we sing. Nothing about who we 

are qualifies or disqualifies us from God’s 

love. God still wants us all to have abundant 

life. And this, then, is not about our barri-

ers—about trying to be holier than the world 

out there or trying to catch up to culture or 

any of that.   

 

God’s love goes through and beyond all 

of that. And in Christ’s life, so will you. 

 
 
 
 
 
+ nick 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

MEN AT TULLYõS II 
 
Donõt forget menõs Bible Study each 

month at Tullyõs II (Monona Drive near 
Broadway). Our next gathering is 8 p.m. 
on Thursday, Sept. 10. All guys are wel-
come! 

 

GREAT BIBLE  
READING HELP! 

 

A new website, sponsored by Luther 
Seminary, seeks to give information 
about all 66 books of the Bible and their 
time periods. There is something to help 
you understand your Bible betterñ
whether youõve read it cover-to-cover 
many times or never opened it. Visit 
www.EnterTheBible.org for a wealth of 
resources to help you grow in your 
faith! 

 

 

PERSONAL PRAYERS 
 

During worship services on Aug. 30, 
you will have the opportunity for one-
on-one prayers for any concernsñor 
thanksgivings and health 
needs,physical, mental, emotional, rela-
tional, etc.ñfor yourself or others. Re-
member that we offer these prayers on 
the fifth Sunday of the month, whenever 
that occurs. 

CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY 
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America (ELCA) met biennially for its 
central decision-making assembly this 
year Aug. 17-23 in Minneapolis. Perhaps 
youõve heard some of the hyped press, 
but did you know that we also agreed to 
be in full communion with the United 
Methodist Church, that weõll be raising 
$10 million to fight HIV/AIDS, that eat-
ing at the assembly raised funds to stop 
malaria, that a tornado was followed by 
words òPeace, be still,ó and that it was 
all rooted in worship to be sent with 
Christõs mission? This on top of passing 
the Social Statement on Human Sexual-
ity, a process eight years or more in the 
making. As one participant summarized: 
òDebates were heard, votes were taken, 
tears were shed, and friendships 
formed!ó 

 
More updates will be available of 

decisions and actions of the Churchwide 
Assembly. Or ask Sally Lee or Connie 
Kilmark, who were voting members 
from our Synod. Or read Sallyõs reflec-
tion on pages 12 and 13 of this newslet-
ter. Or visit visit www.elca.org/cwa. 
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SOUP-ER SOUP-PORT 
(SUPER SUPPORT FOR GETTING TO KNOW OTHERS AND FOR     

STUDENTS AT LUTHERAN SCHOOLS IN PALESTINE) 
 

Do you know about Soup for Schools groups? Here is what Joann Esser has to share: 
 
òSoup for Schools are a great way to help provide needed scholarships for        

children in Palestine to attend Lutheran schools and to get to know people in our     
St. Stephenõs community. 

 

Hereõs how it works: Groups of 8-12 people get together for òsoupó (pot luck), or 
other light meal, once a month. Each person in the group pays $5 per month. The 
money goes to St. Stephenõs Soup for Schools program. Itõs sent to the Lutheran 
church in Palestine to provide scholarships for Palestinian children (Christian and 
Muslim) to attend a Lutheran school, in order to get a great education. 

 

This is also a great way for people in the St. Stephenõs community to get to know 
one another better. Itõs a fun way to meet new people and make new friends, as well 
as help some very needy children. 

 

Groups may meet in one anotherõs home, at church, or at a restaurant, wherever 
the group decides. 

 

Through this program St. Stephenõs is providing 24 scholarships to students. We 
receive updates on the children who have received scholarships.ó 

 
 
 

SOUP FOR SCHOOLS 
JOIN AND SHUFFLE ON SEPT. 20! 

 

Once a year, we shuffle Soup Groups so we can add in any who wish to join and 
help participants get to know others. You are invited to come at 5:30 on Sunday,    
Sept. 20 for the monthly Prayer Vigil for Peace and Justice in the Middle East.  At 6:00, 
we will all join for a supper and video of the ELCA bishopsõ trip to Israel/Palestine 
last January. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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SENIOR EVENTS 
 

Seasoned Saints Fall Apple TripñThe 
trip on Oct. 9 includes a stop at Cedar 
Grove Cheese Factory in Plain and con-
tinues through Rock Springs; lunch at 
the Log Cabin in Baraboo with a stop at 
Ski Hi Orchard before heading home 
via the Merrimac Ferry. Contact Mike at 
228-6710 with questions or to register. 

 
Fireside Theatre ChristmasñThereõs 
limited seating to this December 3 
event. Cost is $50; payment must be in 
the office by Sept. 8. Make checks pay-
able to St. Stephenõs and earmarked for 
òFireside.ó Please contact Mike at 228-
6710 with any questions.  
 

LUTHERAN COLLEGE FAIR 
 

Did you know that the ELCA has part-
nership with 28 colleges and universi-
ties? If Youõd like to learn more about 
these great institutions, there is a Lu-
theran College Fair Sunday, Aug.  30, at 
St. Lukeõs in Middleton (7337 Hubbard 
Ave.) beginning at 1:45. It is a chance to 
meet representatives from many of the 
campuses and find out what the popu-
lar majors are, what campus life is like, 
and learn about financial aid.  Plus 
youõll get four application fee waiversñ
up to a $60 value each! Middle school as 
well as high school students and fami-
lies are encouraged to attend. 
 
 

WHAT DO YOU EAT? 
BOOK CLUB AND LECTURE 

 

Farmersõ Markets, Community Sup-
ported Agriculture, organic labeling, 
World Hunger, and more all have us 
thinking more about what we eat these 
days. What is good? What is helpful? 
What is healthy for you and the produc-
ers and the planet? One of the foremost 
voices today is Michael Pollan, high on 
review lists, often featured on NPR. 

 
Speaking in defense of òreal foodó 

opposed to ònutrionism,ó Pollan will be 
speaking here. On Thursday, Sept. 24, he 
will be at the Kohl Center at 7:00. The 
event is free. 

 
In preparation, we will read his lat-

est book, òIn Defense of Food: An 
Eaterõs Manifesto.ó Our  discussion will 
be Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 7:00 at church.   
Copies of the book are available for $12. 
(You may also like to read a copy of 
òThe Omnivoreõs Dilemma,ó his previ-
ous book that sparked much of this con-
versation.) 
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BOLD CAFÉ TAPE IN  

 
 
 
 
Ladies, join us for Bold Café on 

Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 7 p.m. in the Fire-
side Room. As we didnõt have the op-
portunity on the pontoon to discuss our 
August topic on Boldly Sharing Faith, 
we will be discussing this topic in Sep-
tember.  (For those of you who joined 
us on the pontoon, this was the article 
that was handed out. Otherwise, you 
may find the topic at 
www.boldcafe.org; click on back issues 
for the August 2009 issue.)  

 
Bring your Bold Café mug and your 

offering for The Road Home, which is 
chlorine bleach. This is a casual group; 
new members are always welcome! 

 

DIRECTORIES  
ARE COMING 

 

Cheryl Schiltz, Lora Post, and Pas-
tor Nick remain hard at work in orga-
nizing the photo directory. Rest assured 
yours will be on its way to you soon! 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

WOMENõS RETREAT  
DEADLINE APPROACHES 

 

There are a few remaining openings 
for the 2009 St. Stephensõ Womenõs      
Retreat, which will be held on October 9-
11 (Friday evening through Sunday 
lunch) at Lutherdale Bible Camp.  

 
Many of you have expressed interest, 

but remember your $50 deposit (checks 
to St. Stephenõs) holds your spot. The 
deadline for registering is Thursday,  
Sept. 24. Women of all ages are welcome! 
Total cost is $96 for two nights and five 
meals. Camperships are available thanks 
to generous donations from women in 
the congregation. 

 
If you have questions, please speak to 

Jill Ruffridge, Lisa Gasser, Lisa Hansen 
or Jane Dohler. 

 
Join us for a relaxing and renewing 

weekend! 
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ARENõT  
BABIES  

  WONDERFUL? 
 
 

The birth of a baby should be a happy experience; but, in some countries, it brings 
new worries and problems. When the baby arrives, it may be with the assistance of a 
local midwife. She has the training and experience to handle the delivery but often 
does not have the very basic equipment needed, such as a towel to dry off the baby, a 
suitable instrument to cut the umbilical cord, or a clean cloth for the mother to lie on. 
We have been challenged by an organization called Global Health Ministries to provide 
MIDWIFE KITS, which will be sent to areas where they are needed. Global Health 
Ministries is a grassroots movement that provides financial and material support to  
Lutheran health care mission programs in developing countries, by using significant 
untapped health care resources in the U.S. that are needed by Lutheran medical       
missionaries and the people they serve overseas. 

 

Bold Café is sponsoring a Midwife Kit Drive which will begin Sept. 9. For the next 
six months, we will collect items for the kits, one item each month. We hope to be able 
to collect enough items to assemble many midwife kits, so that midwives and the new 
mothers feel that they are not alone and that they can welcome their babies into a safer 
world. Please see the display in the narthex for a sample kit, a donation bin, and a 
handout about our project. 

 

MIDWIFE KIT ITEM FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBERñReceiving blankets, 
which may be new or clean used in excellent condition. The cheapest are probably the 5
- or 6-packs available at some discount stores. Flannel fabric or almost new flannel 
sheets also accepted.  

 

Cash donations are always welcome and will be used to purchase items such as   
razor blades, exam gloves, cord ties, and Ziploc bags for packing them in. Write checks 
to St. Stephenõs with òMidwife Kitsó in the memo and turn into the church office. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

A BLESSING OF BACKPACKS 
 

As the school year starts, all students remain in our prayers. If youõd like a special blessing to 
get ready for the first day of school, you can use this prayer. 

 
Read Proverbs 2:1-10. (Hereõs a version from the New Living Translation): 
òMy child, listen to me and treasure my instructions. 
Tune your ears to wisdom, and concentrate on understanding. 
Cry out for insight and understanding. 
Search for them as you would for lost money or hidden treasure. 
Then you will understand what it means to fear the LORD, and you will gain      

   knowledge of God. 
For the LORD grants wisdom! From his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 
He grants a treasure of good sense to the godly. 
He is their shield, protecting those who walk with integrity. 
He guards the paths of justice and protects those  who are faithful to him. 
Then you will understand what  is right, just, and fair, 
and you will know how to find the right course of action every time. 
For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will fill you with joy.ó 
 
Then pray together: 
Almighty God, fountain of all wisdom, 
You have blessed us with the joy 
and care of children: give us and teachers 
everywhere calm strength and patient 
wisdom to bring them up, teaching them 
to love whatever is just and true and good. 
Bless now these backpacks and those 
who carry them, that with hearts enlightened 
by your Holy Spirit they may grow in knowledge 
and love, to worship and serve you 
from generation to generation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

For All The Saints – September, 2009 –  Page 10 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

MALC 
(Madison Area Lutheran Council) 

 

 The Ministry of Presence at Dane 
County Jail continues under the guidance of 
Chaplains John Mix and Julia Weaver.  Rev. 
John was installed as full-time chaplain on 
May 3. Julia Weaver completed her Doctor 
of Ministry studies and will be ordained at 
Community of Hope Church (UCC) Aug. 30 
at 2 p.m. The service also celebrates her call 
as part-time chaplain in our jail ministry.  
Juliaõs Doctoral thesis incorporated her 
weavings which will be on display.  Com-
munity of Hope and Advent Lutheran 
Church share facilities at 7118 Old Sauk 
Road in Madison.  All are invited to join us 
in this celebration.   
 

 MALC and our community are blessed 
that John and Julia are fully prepared to 
share Godõs message of love, hope and for-
giveness with the Sheriffõs deputies, admini-
stration staff, and the men and women in jail 
who continue to carry heavy loads in their 
hearts.  I encourage you to support this min-
istry with prayer. 
 

 MALC is funded primarily by benevo-
lence contributions from LCMS and ELCA 
congregations in Dane county. As of Aug. 1, 
29 congregations contributed. We anticipate 
greater financial support from congregations 
and individuals in the coming months.  Indi-
viduals who are members of Thrivent may 
make contributions via Thrivent GivingPlus 
program.   

 

Thrivent will match $.50 cents for each 
dollar you contribute. The website is 
www.thrivent.com/givingplus. Anyone 
who contributes to United Way may 
pledge to any qualified 501.c3 organiza-
tion by completing the optional section on 
the bottom of the pledge form. 
 
 Plans are developing for the 2010 
Quilt Auction on April 17 at Christ Lu-
theran Church in Deforest. This annual 
event has provided additional funding for 
the MALC ministry the past three years.  
We will look for donations of quilts from 
groups and individuals in 2010.   
 

 MALC also coordinates gathering of 
quilts, new bars of soap, sewing kits, lay-
ettes, school kits, and health kits for Lu-
theran World Relief. The collection is 
scheduled for Sat., Oct. 10.  Deliver contri-
butions to the train cars located on the 
track near E. Johnson and First street. We 
welcome youth and adult volunteers to 
assist with the loading.   
 

To receive MALC email updates, send 
your email address to malc@tds.net . 
 
We give thanks to God for our partner-
ship in the Gospel and the Spiritõs gifts for 
ministry in Christõs name.   
 
Jane Dohler  
MALC Executive Committee Chairperson   
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MUSIC NOTES 
 

New Liturgy ñSt. Stephenõs has the marvelous ability to sing many of the liturgies 
in Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) very, very well! In fact, we have done all or 
part of every setting in ELW except settings 2 and 9. We also used a new liturgy by 
Jonathan Rundman in January. In September, we will sing ELW setting 2, which was 
composed by Marty Haugen. Like the other settings we have learned, it will probably 
take us a few weeks to learn this one. But it will be worth it and help us to keep wor-
ship fresh and vibrant. 

 

Welcome Back!ñWe kick off our fall Music Ministry program on Wednesday,  
Sept. 2, with a meal beginning at 6 p.m. in Agape Place. All musicians, vocal and instru-
mental, and their families are welcome to attend.  Come join us and see what we are all 
about! RSVPõs are appreciated to Rebecca or Dennis. 

 

Coming Soon!ñA monthly newsletter for St. Stephenõs Music Ministries begins in 
Sept. Copies of  Music Notes will be available at the church; make sure you get yours! 

 

Choir Robe FittingsñAll members of the Sanctuary Choir will be re-fitted for robes 
this fall. There will be a robe fitting on Wednesday, Sept. 2 at 7:30 p.m. (same night as 
our kick off meal). Choir members who are unable to attend the fittings should provide 
the following measurements in feet and inches no later than Sept. 2: Height; arm span 
(from wrist to wrist outstretched); shoulder to shoulder; and chest/bust. 3-4 volunteers 
are needed to help with the fittings. If you can help, please contact Rebecca Redmann. 

 

Rehearsals BeginñItõs time to shine up the bells, dust the cobwebs off the choir 
folders and tune your instruments! Rehearsals for the GosBells and Sanctuary Choir are 
set to resume on Wednesday, Sept. 9. The GosBells, St. Stephenõs Handbell Choir, 
meets weekly from 6:00ñ7: 15 p.m. while the Sanctuary Choir rehearses from 7:30ñ
9:00 p.m. The Childrenõs Handchime Choir resumes rehearsals on Sunday, Sept. 20 at 
11:15 a.m. (please note the new time!) All rehearsals are held in the Sanctuary. Anyone 
interested being a part of the above groups should speak to either Dennis Douglas or 
Rebecca Redmann. 

 

Choir Librarian NeededñThe Sanctuary Choir needs a librarian to assist with filing 
and cataloguing music. Speak with Rebecca Redmann (483-2415) if you are interested 
or have questions. You do not have to be a choir member! 

 

Peace and joy! Dennis Douglas & Rebecca Redmann 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  
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CHURCHWIDE ASSEMBLY REFLECTION 
FROM SALLY LEE, A VOTING MEMBER FROM THE SOUTH-CENTRAL SYNOLD OF WI   

 

This past week I learned that òGodõs Work. Our Hands.ó is more than a cute tag line; 
it has real meaning as a description of what the ELCA is all about in the world. I am in 
awe of the mission that is carried out by our church.   

 
As said by Bishop Mark Hanson, we are Godõs church, centered in the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, and led by the Holy Spirit. It is clearer to me than ever that the ELCA is a church 
of theology, discernment, mission, grace, justice, support, caring, ecumenism, and inclu-
siveness.   

 
The Assembly joined daily in worship. Bible study was an integral part of our ses-

sions. We paused frequently for song and prayer. We listened to each other during de-
bate and in small groups. Discussions were held at mealtime. Before every vote we 
prayed for guidance, after, for unity, understanding, and caring. 

 
Alone and with our partners the ELCA continues to address world hunger, disease 

and poverty. Commitments were made by the Assembly to support the fight against 
HIV. We voted to form the Lutheran Malaria Initiative in partnership with Lutheran 
World Relief, The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod and the United Nations Foundation 
with the goal of eliminating malaria in south-Saharan Africa by 2015. A portion of each 
offering taken at worship went to ELCA world hunger appeal. 

 
The Assembly, recognizing the ELCA as an ecumenical church, agreed on full com-

munion with our Methodist brothers and sisters. This was the culmination of the 30 years 
of conversation and study. While we previously have entered into full communion with 
UCC, Presbyterian, and Episcopal denominations this is the first full communion agree-
ment the United Methodist Church has formed. 

 
The Assembly approved a strategy for engagement in Israel and Palestine supporting 

the work of the ELCA in working for a just and equitable peace in the Middle East. 
 
We passed a resolution urging reform in the nationõs current immigration policy. 
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The Assembly, looking to the future of the ELCA and recognizing the important 

contributions of youth and young adults, passed policy and constitutional changes re-
quiring greater participation by them in future assemblies, council, and recommended 
that congregations do the same to their documents. 

 
The ELCA was asked to develop a social statement on Justice for Women for a fu-

ture assembly. Social statements are well-developed teaching documents, deeply 
rooted in scripture.  They are only presented to the assembly after much study, review, 
revisions, and debate at the congregational and synodical level.   

 
In passing the social statement on sexuality, the Assembly called for respect, trust, 

equality, and monogamy in relationships. Further it called for the end of sexual exploi-
tation and child abuse. Passage also recognized life-long, monogamous, publicly ac-
countable, same-gender relationships. Implementing policies were passed for rostering 
of clergy in these relationships. 

 
Anyone who has read the paper or listened to the news knows that actions taken 

were not without controversy. Some of those who did not favor passage of the sexual-
ity statement may feel conscience bound to leave the ELCA. If so, it would be a sad 
day. Those on both sides of the issue have been asked to work together so that our mis-
sions may be carried forward, to stay in unity for the sake of the Gospel. The ELCA is a 
reforming church of inclusiveness for all believers. We are justified by faith and saved 
by grace. My prayer is that we remember that this is Godõs church, led by the Holy 
Spirit. May we be inspired to grow in benevolence and participation in the work of the 
ELCA.  I am humble and grateful to have been one of our Synod representatives. 

 
If one needs evidence that the Holy Spirit is at work within the church to call our 

leaders you only need to look at the work of Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and his 
team.  Not only did he lead us through difficult discussion, he did it with efficiency, 
humor, insight and great pastoral care. Please give thanks for his leadership and pray 
for him as the ELCA moves forward. I encourage all to view the video of Bishop Han-
sonõs remarks of Friday, Aug. 21, or download them at www.elca.org.  
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HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
SEPTEMBER 13, 2009 

 
                               9:00     10:00       11:00 
                             CLASS   SERVICE  SIMPLE MEAL  
                              & YOUTH 
                 RECITAL 

               

Welcome back to worship on September 13th for one worship service at 10:00 in 
the morning. We welcome David Creech to be our guest preacher that day. David is 
the director for hunger education in the ELCA. David is currently in the PhD program 
at Loyola University in Chicago. The worship service will a blended worship with a 
variety of musical styles including music led by Steadfast, the St. Stephenõs Choir and 
a variety of musicians. Following the worship we will be welcomed to a simple hun-
ger meal with entertainment provided by young musicians from St. Stephenõs. Wel-
come home! 

 

CAPITAL FUND CAMPAIGN 
 
The Capital Fund Campaign Committee is in the process of designing the cam-

paign for this fall. Our kick-off Sunday will be the 27th of September. This campaign 
will focus on raising funds to fix our many leaking roofs, building up our building 
fund, and possibly looking at new sound and video system for the sanctuary. We will 
also be tithing from our funds raised to larger benevolent projects. Some people have 
already been asking about process. Here is how the process was begun: 

 
1. The Finance Committee approached the Ministry Board to look at the possi-

bility of Re-Financing our current mortgage with the Mission Investment 
Fund (MIF) of the ELCA. In December of this year our mortgage contract 
will be renewed at whatever rate is current for the day and we have been 
assured that it will go up.  
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Our current giving to the building fund cannot sustain the mortgage payments 
and so the Finance Committee would like to go through the re-financing project 
with the MIF. In order to re-finance, we have to include a capital project. Since 
our roof repair qualifies for a capital project we would then qualify for re-
financing. However, our current building fund does not have the funds to qualify 

us for funds to qualify us for a refinance, so we need  to go through with a Capital 
Fund Campaign in order to put ourselves in  a better financial situation for re-
financing. 

 
2. The Finance Committee asked the Ministry Board to look into Capital Fundrais-

ers to help with an appeal. The Stewardship Key Leader program of the ELCA 
was chosen to be our partner in this process because they did the same kind of 
work that a for-profit fundraiser would do, and it was much less expensive.  
Rev. Charles Steinke was chosen to be our Stewardship Key Leader. 

 
3. The Ministry Board approved the selection of a committee to meet with Rev. 

Steinke and begin the process to develop the Capital Campaign.  Work has now 
begun and the group looks forward to unveiling the campaign in September. 

 
4. Through this three-year campaign we hope to raise $250 thousand dollars for 

repairing the roof, $250 thousand dollars for the building fund, $25 thousand 
dollars for upgrading the sound and video system in the sanctuary and around 
$50 thousand dollars for benevolent causes (tithe).   

 
5. In three years we will do another campaign for the purposes of reducing our 

debt. 
 

We are confident that this campaign will be successful!  Look for more informa-
tion to come as we move toward kick-off Sunday.  
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

EDUCATION RESUMES! 

 
After Homecoming Sunday on Sept. 13, be excited for our normal program year 

educational activities to resume! Faith enrichment and giving time to think about God 
is important for all ages.  Below are a few of the important opportunities. 

 
Sunday School: After a great first effort of Summer Sunday School, normal classes 
will begin again on Sunday, Sept. 20, for children age 3 to grade 6. Gather at 9:10 for 
classes each week. In a new curriculum from the ELCA, we are anxious to focus on 
our faith. Classes will end with the start of the 10 a.m. worship service. More informa-
tion will be mailed to families, or call the church office. See the registration form in 
this newsletter. 
 
Adult Sunday School: Itõs not just for kids! Parents and all adults are encouraged to 
gather each week for Adult Enrichment, beginning Sept. 20. The class meets in Agape 
Place at 9:10. Our first topic for the year will be a recap and explanation of decisions 
and experiences of Churchwide Assembly. Watch for ôLiving the Questionsõ begin-
ning in October! 
 
Confirmation: Young adults continue to focus on the basics of faith through Lutherõs 
Small Catechism. An orientation for parents of 7th through 9th graders will be at   
7:00 on Wednesday, Sept. 16, with classes beginning the next week. Our format will 
continue with meal nights for students, parents, and mentors on the first Wednesday 
of each month. Other Wednesdays we will continue gathering with pizza at 6:30, fol-
lowed by class. Our 10th grade class prepares to write a final paper and put thought 
and conversation into this moment of faith before our Confirmation service on Refor-
mation Sunday, Oct. 25. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study: One of the premier educational offerings, if you can be here 
9:00 to 10:00 on Wednesday mornings, you wonõt want to miss it! The conversation is 
great, and the coffee isnõt bad either! Our first study will be Wednesday, Sept. 16, as 
we resume looking at Books of the Bible that Luther Didnõt Like by studying He-
brews. 
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF  
SCHOOL KIT PROJECT 

 
 

Our drive continues, hoping for 200 school kits to be sent around the world. 
 

Include the following items in each school kit: 
 

3 Spiral notebooks of ruled paper (70-count notebooks); do not include loose-leaf paper 
One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well) 
One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 
One pencil sharpener 
Six new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band 
One eraser approximately 2-1/2ó long 
One box of 24 crayons 
 

ST. STEPHENõS FOLLOW-UP 
 

St. Stephen's sent to our Synod and our Synod sent on to the Churchwide Assembly 
a request for equal benefits for domestic partners in the ELCA health and pension plan.  

 
The recommendation from the ELCA's council to the Assembly was:  
 

To receive the resolutions of the South-Central Synod of Wisconsin related to benefits for 
same-gender domestic partners; To acknowledge that pending actions of the 2009 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly may inform response to these resolutions; To refer the resolutions to the 
ELCA Board of Pensions in consultation with the Office of the Secretary with the request that a 
report and possible recommendations be brought to the November 2009 meeting of the ELCA 
Church Council; and To request that the secretary of this church inform the synod of this action. 

The "pending action" of the Assembly was part of the implementing resolutions for 
the Sexuality Social Statement, specifically: To call upon the ELCA to amend the eligibility 
provisions of the ELCA Pension and Other Benefits Program, consistent with the policies of this 
church.  
 That vote was approved, so we appear to be on the way to the change we sought. 
Thank you, St. Stephen's! 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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SEPTEMBER 6 

TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
LECTIONARY 23 

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Isaiah 35:4-7añThese verses are a word 
of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Chapter 
34 portrays Godõs vengeance on Edom, 
Israelõs age-old enemy, which makes the 
path from Babylon to Zion safe for the 
exilesõ return. The desert itself will flow 
with water to give drink to the returning 
exiles. 
Psalm 146ñI will praise the LORD as 
long as I live. (Ps. 146:2) 

James 2:1-17ñFaithful Christians do not 
show partiality to the rich and powerful 
of the world, especially at the expense of 
the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does 
not pay mere lip-service to Godõs will. 
Instead, a living Christian faith expresses 
itself in acts of compassion and mercy for 
those in need. 
Mark 7:24-37ñIn Markõs gospel,           
encounters with women usually signify 
turning points in Jesusõ ministry. Here,   
a conversation with a Syrophoenician 
woman marks the beginning of his     
mission to the Gentiles. 

 

Hymns: 
Open Your Ears, O Faithful People 
Light Dawns on a Weary World 
Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace 
The Spirit  Sends Us Forth to Serve 

SEPTEMBER 13 

 TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
LECTIONARY 24 

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Isaiah 50:4-9añThe image of the servant 
of the Lord is one of the notable motifs  
in the book of Isaiah. Todayõs reading 
describes the mission of the servant, 
whom early Christians associated with 
Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not 
strike back at his detractors but trusts in 
Godõs steadfast love. 
Psalm 116:1-9ñI will walk in the       
presence of the LORD. (Ps. 116:9) 

James 3:1-12ñThis text uses various   
images to illustrate how damaging and 
hurtful the way we speak to and about 
others can be. Not only are we to control 
our speech, but what we say and how we 
say it is to reflect our faith. 
Mark 8:27-38ñThis story provides the 
turning point in Markõs gospel. Peter is 
the first human being in the narrative to 
acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but 
he cannot accept that as the Messiah    
Jesus will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus 
issues a strong challenge to all by       
connecting discipleship and the cross. 
 

Hymns: 
HOMECOMING 

All Are Welcome 

SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
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SEPTEMBER 20 

TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
LECTIONARY 25 

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Jeremiah 11:18-20ñTodayõs reading 
tells of the suffering of the prophet 
Jeremiah, who announced Godõs word 
to Judah but was met with intense     
opposition and persecution. Jeremiah 
continues to trust  in God in the midst 
of his suffering. 
Psalm 54ñGod is my helper; it is the 
LORD who sustains my life. (Ps. 54:4) 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8añThe wisdom God 
gives unites our hearts and minds.     
Instead of living to satisfy our own 
wants and desires, we manifest this 
wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, 
and impartiality toward others. 
Mark 9:30-37ñJesusõ teaching and     
action in this text are directed to the 
church whenever it is seduced by the 
worldõs definition of greatness:        
prestige, power, influence, and money. 
The antidote to such a concern for 
greatness is servant-hood. 

 

Hymns: 
Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 
Children of the Heavenly Father 
Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal 
Beauty for Brokenness 

SEPTEMBER 27 

TIME AFTER PENTECOST 
LECTIONARY 26 

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29ñWhat      
constitutes legitimate need and legitimate 
leadership is the focus of this reading. God 
provides manna in the wilderness, yet the 
people crave meat. What is truly needful? 
God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, 
yet two men not designated as leaders 
prophesy in the power of Godõs spirit. 
What constitutes real leadership? 
Psalm 19:7-14ñThe commandment of the 
LORD gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 
James 5:13-20ñMarks of the Christian 
community include praying for those who 
are sick and in need, celebrating with those 
in good health, restoring those who have 
strayed, confessing sins to one another, and 
offering forgiveness to each other. 
Mark 9:38-50ñOn the way to Jerusalem, 
Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry 
that involves service and sacrifice. His    
disciples are slow to realize that these 
words apply to them as well as to others. 
 

Hymns: 
When Morning Gilds the Skies 
Let Us Break Bread Together 
Spirit of Gentleness 
We Are Called 

SUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

LUTHERAN COLLEGE TOUR 2009 
OCTOBER 29ñNOVEMBER 1, 2009 

 

The South-Central Synod, in partnership with the Greater Milwaukee Synod, will 
    be hosting a Lutheran College Tour for folks in grades 10-12 this coming fall. We 
    will be renting vans and traveling from October 29ñNovember 1, which is a         
    student holiday for most schools, We will visit 4-5 college campuses including: 

 

¶ Augsburg CollegeñMinneapolis, MN 
 

¶ St. Olaf CollegeñNorthfield, MN 
 

¶ Luther CollegeñDecorah, IA 
 

¶ Wartburg CollegeñWaverly, IA 
 

¶ Augustana CollegeñRock Island, IL 
 

The price for the trip will be approximately $30 per student and will include 
travel, lodging and food. This trip is supplemented by the Bishopsõ Initiative      
for Raising Up Future Leaders and a generous grant from the Siebert Lutheran 
Foundation. 
 

More information will follow in the coming month as details are worked out with 
each school but make sure to put this fantastic event on your calendar . 
 

Questions or comments should be directed to Cory Hamilton, Assistant to the 
Bishop for Youth and Family Ministry. He can be reached at the Synod office,  608
-270-0201. 
 
 

FALL BAZAAR 
 
Mark Your Calendars! Our Fall Bazaar will be Nov. 22, 4-8 p.m. here at St. Stephen’s. 

Food, art, crafts, cake walk, silent auction, music and more. Plan now for how you would like 

to use your assets to make this a fun event for the whole community. Any questions, ask 

Shirley Worl, Karen Kordela, Ann Schroeder or Brent Ruffridge. 
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Lutherdale Fest/Quilt Auction 

(tape in) 



 

For All The Saints – September, 2009 –  Page 22 

SPECIAL GIFTS RECEIVED 
 

Organ Fund: Connie & Jack Newman, 
Rev. Edward & Lorraine Johnson, Pam 
& Steve Vorass, Dale & Betty St. John 

MORTGAGE INFORMATION 
 

Original Balance            $1,379,644 
Interest Paid to Date      300,239 
Principal Paid to Date         226,539 
Remaining Balance       $1,153,105 

ST. STEPHENõS FOUNDATION  

ORGAN FUND 
 

Pipe Organ Project       $532,401 
Paid Foundation Funds                     ($492,105) 
Not Funded as of 3/2006            $  40,296 
Current Donations     24,677 
Funds Needed for Completion          $  15,619 

RECENTLY HOSPITALIZED 
 

Please pray for these people: 
 

Evelyn Twining, Richard King,  
Kent Evenstad, Vivian Carlson 

SYMPATHY 
To those who mourn the death of: 
 
Aletta Harbort, June Zins,  
Mary Coleman, Mary Fritsch 

WEDDING CONGRATS!  

 

Danielle Thurow & Ramon Casado 
  on August 1 

 
Graydon Lippitt & Natasha Fritsch 

  on August 11 

FOOD PANTRY 
 

The Food Pantry is in need of large 
Styrofoam coolers, paper bags and  
plastic bags. 

PRAYERS FOR DEPLOYED 
MILITARY 

 

As you keep in your prayers people 
from St. Stephenõs who are deployed in 
the military, we want to pass along this 
address to send cards or packages. 
(Please write the address exactly as it 
appears.) 

 

    Daniel Williams        
    HHC, 34th ID ISR X 
    Unit #117 
    APO AE  09354 
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WITH A THANKFUL HEART: 
¶ to students Alex Rogers, Kevin 

Rogers and Anders Hansen along 
with Barb & Bob Allen, Lisa 
Rogers, Donna Schroeder, Pr. Tim 
and Lisa Hansen and Joann Esser 
who prepared a spaghetti meal for 
88 homeless and needy people at 
the Wil-Mar Community Center on  
Aug. 15 

¶ to the following vocalists and in-
strumentalists for their wonderful 
gifts of time and talent in August:    

 
  Julie Buss, Michael Brannan,  
  Tristan Campbell, Kristen Davies, 
  Kim Han, Mishan Han, Karin  
  Hansen, David Hanson, Sharrie  
  Heibl, Chris Hudson, Phil Kober, 
  Lisa Manion, Heide Powers,       
  Rebecca Redmann, Stephen   
  Redmann, Lexie Teschan; and to  
  the many people who sang in the 
  Summer Choir on Aug. 16 at the  
  10:00 service 
¶ to those who biked, ate, listened, 

prayed, and donated to help St. 
Stephenõs raise almost half of the 
Synodõs $3,100 for ELCA World 
Hunger on the Tour de Revs stop 

¶ to all who make sure ôMinistry 
Happens...Even During the Sum-
merõ by playing, praying, pledging, 
worshiping and more 

 

     I have been attending St. Stephenõs 
since my daughter and her family 
(Meredith Brezinski) moved to 
Monona. I live in Wausau and when 
Iõm visiting, I come to services 
whether or not my daughter does. I 
just want to let you know what a 
wonderful congregation you have 
and how welcome Pastor Nick has 
always made me  feelñand now Pas-
tor Tim, also. I feel so at home wor-
shiping here. Thank you! 
 

                        -Diane Yunek 
 
Dear St. Stephenõs, 
     Iõd like to thank you so very much 
for the money you sent and Iõd like to 
thank your congregation as well. 
Your prayers are very much appreci-
ated and through you God has shown 
me his loving favor. I canõt express in 
words how grateful I am for all that 
youõve done. May the Lord provide 
for you and the church of St. 
Stephenõs always. May you all receive 
every blessing for your labor in the 
building of his Kingdom. 
 
Thank you all!! 
 
     Sincerely, André 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

HOSPICECARE 
 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUPS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

In September, HospiceCare Inc. will begin three grief support group series and  
offer a recurring support group for those grieving the death of a loved one. Hospice-
Care will also offer an informational seminar for caregivers. These groups are open to 
the public and free of charge. All groups require pre-registration and are held at the 
Don & Marilyn Anderson HospiceCare Center (5395 E. Cheryl Parkway in Madison) 
unless otherwise noted. To register, call HospiceCare at (508) 276-4660 and ask to 
speak with a grief counselor. Journey Through Grief will be held Thursdays, Sept. 10-
Oct. 22, from 6-8 p.m. A second offering of Journey Through Grief will be held Mon-
days, Sept. 14-Oct. 26, from 3-5 p.m. at the Waunakee Senior Center, 333 S. Madison 
St. in Waunakee. Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group will be held Mondays, Sept. 14-
Oct. 12, from 4-6 p.m.  Bridges Weekly Support Group is held every Wednesday, from 
9:30-11 a.m. Pre-registration is not required. Long Distance Caregiving will be held 
Sept. 15, from 6:30-8 p.m. This seminar is for those caring for someone who has a   
progressive or terminal illness. 

 
òCARING FOR SOMEONE WITH ALZHEIMERõS DISEASE OR DEMENTIAó 

 

Learn about the changing needs, approaches and communication techniques to 
use as memory-loss diseases progress at HospiceCareõs next question-and-answer 
seminar on Tuesday, September 8, 6:30ñ8:00 p.m. at the Don & Marilyn Anderson       
HospiceCare Center. This seminar is free and open to the public. Registration is       
requested; please call Carrie Glantz, at (608) 327-7202. 

 
FINAL INSIGHTS: DISCOVERING THE MESSAGES OF THE DYING 

 

A presentation for the community, staff of long-term care facilities and caregivers 
will be held Wednesday, September 16 from 1:00ñ2:30 p.m. at the Colonial Club   
Senior Activity Center, 301 Blankenheim Ln., Sun Prairie, WI. Learn to pick up on 
statements or gestures of dying people that are often missed, misunderstood or        
ignored. Discover how to respond and support those you care for during this special 
time. For more info, call Pam Westfall at 837-4611 or Laura Jennings at 327-7192. 
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GLOBAL MISSION EVENT AT MCFARLAND LUTHERAN 
 

October 10th McFarland Lutheran Church will again be holding their annual Mini 
Global Mission Event (MGME). There will be speakers from other countries who will 
describe what is going on in their country and how Christ is active there. You will 
come away from this event richer than when you entered so please be sure to come. 

 

It will be held from 8:30 a.m. to noon with an optional lunch following for a slight 
extra fee. The event itself has a suggested registration fee of $10 but donõt let that keep 
you away. Anyone is welcome regardless of their donation. 

 
 

FALL GATHERING 
 

East/West Lake Conference Women of the ELCA will hold their fall gathering at 
Lakeview Lutheran Church (4001 Mandrake Rd., Madison) on Saturday, Sept. 19.    
Coffee/Registration are from 8:30-9:00. A Meeting/Program are from 9:00ñ12:00      
followed by a salad luncheon. Each carload of ladies is requested to bring a salad to 
serve 10. 

 

                              

                HELP CROP STOP HUNGER  

 

 

The 2009 Madison-Area CROP Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 18, 
2009. Twenty-five percent (25%) of the money raised in the Madison CROP Hunger 
Walk will be distributed to Second Harvest Food Bank - for distribution to 40-plus Dane 
County Food Pantries (our very own St. Stephen's Food Cupboard included) and to In-
dependent Living - for Evening and Holiday Meals on Wheels. There are many ways 
you can participate in the CROP Hunger Walk event. Consider joining the 2009 St. 
Stephen's team online at http://www.churchworldservice.org/goto/St.Stephens-
Monona. Please contact Becky Mitchell with any questions at 222-4325 or by email at 
becky7matt@gmail.com 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

                           One In 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, 
which binds everything together in perfect har-
mony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 
one body. And be thankful.  
                                      Colossians 3:14-15 

 
Dear Friends in Christ, grace and peace 

to you from God our Father and our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
The above passage from the letter to the 

Colossian church is a favorite of mine.  I 
tend to encourage its use at weddings, not 
because it was written for a wedding, but 
because it speaks about community and 
how we live together.  For marriage rela-
tionships, it just makes sense.  The writer 
speaks of living in forgiveness and humil-
ity. It is about stance that has power, but 
does seek power as a goal. The focus of our 
relationships ought to be on the love of 
Christ and our living out of that love for 
others.   

 
Bishop Mark Hanson opened his pas-

toral letter to all clergy following the his-
toric assembly this weekend with this pas-
sage. The vote to accept the Sexuality state-
ment-a teaching statement of the church 
which looks at all of our relationships- was 
historic in that it took seriously the call to 

live out our lives in Godõs grace and 
love in all of our relationships. Out of 
this statement came four recommenda-
tions for implementation. These recom-
mendations basically say that we cannot 
force people to change their opinions 
because the church says so.  The key 
phrase is òbound conscience.ó There-
fore, we have to learn how to live with 
each other and mutually support each 
other even when we disagree. We are 
better for the whole, and not just the 
parts of the church that we agree with.   

 
Secondly, the implementations offer 

the possibility that those persons who 
are in committed same-gendered rela-
tionships ought not be excluded from 
the roster of the ELCA. Here is where 
walls will come down. Whereas in the 
past these people were not allowed to 
serve the church because of their orien-
tation, they will now be able to be ros-
tered and to offer their gifts for the life 
of the church. It is about inclusion 
rather than exclusion. This is exciting 
and historic! I have read many memos 
from those who have attended this as-
sembly and the assembly in 1970 that 
opened the way for womenõs ordination 
and they heard much of the same de-
bate. 
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

Christ 

Finally, the implementations call for 
the church to work out a way for this call 
process to work, where the congregations 
have the options of who to call. In practi-
cal terms we, as congregations, already 
have local autonomy, but this is a way to 
allow us to live together as a denomina-
tion with our disagreements. 

 

 In reflecting on the difficult and emo-
tional work of the voting members of this 
assembly I am thankful that God continues 
to work through process and through so 
many gifted discussions. This vote does not 
mean that there wonõt be difficult days 
ahead. There will be many people within 
this church, some of my own friends, who 
will struggle with the outcome of this vote.  
There will be some congregations who will 
choose to leave this church. Unfortunately, 
this is the reality of such historic statements.  
My hope is that those who initially have 
opposed this vote will have some time to 
ponder the work of this assembly and the 
work of the Holy Spirit among the voting 
members and throughout the church and 
will choose to stay.

 As Bishop Hanson put it, òI invite you 
into important, thoughtful, prayerful con-
versation about what all of this means for 
our life in mission together. What is abso-
lutely important for me is that we have this 
conversation together. 

 òWe meet one another finally -- not in 
our agreements or our disagreements --  but 
at the foot of the cross, where God is faith-
ful, where Christ is present with us, and 
where, by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
are one in Christ.ó 

 Thanks be to God who continues to sur-
round us with love and mercy and calls us to 
serve and love faithfully, and bear witness to 
Godõs love to the world around us. Let us 
journey together in that love. 

 
Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Tim  
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