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Jesus said to him, òI am the way , and 
the truth, and the life.ó John 14:6 

 

preẗpare [pri - pair ]  

1.  to put in proper condition or 

readiness:  to prepare a patient 

for surgery.  

 

For a time in my youth I was a Boy 
Scout.  The motto was òBe prepared.ó I 
enjoyed working in the troop. We spent 
many hours working on how to tie the 
right knots and what we needed to do  
in order to prepare for our various 
camping trips that we would take.       
Being prepared was not just our motto, 
but it was what we seemed to do        
always. 

 

When the Capital Fund Appeal 
Committee came up with this theme 
òPreparing the Wayéó, I was im-
pressed. Our Capital Fund Appeal isnõt 
the most exciting appeal to be made.  
We are not building anything. We are 
not adding more space or renovating 
any existing space. Instead, we are      
being good stewards of what we have.  
We really have two issues to deal with.  
Both of them are intertwined as you 
may read in the next column. More    
importantly, they are both urgent.           

 1. The first issue is the leaking roofs.  
We have 18 roofs over our heads. Most 
of them are flat and they are in various 
stages of ill repair. With continued rain 
and snow we are facing more damages 
to the structure of the building and so 
need to do something more than a patch 
here or there. After having core samples 
taken and infra-red pictures shot of the 
roof and ceiling, we have a better idea 
what we need to do. The Building and 
Grounds Ministry Team has a plan; the 
Finance Committee has seen the plan 
and endorsed it, and the Ministry Board 
has agreed to the principle of the plan.  
We have to raise the funds to pay for it.  
It will cost between $225 and $250 thou-
sand. Without this work, we are in    
danger of doing much more damage to 
the building itself.  

 
2.  The second issue is our mortgage.  

Currently we pay $120 thousand dollars 
per year to the Mission Investment Fund 
of the ELCA. Our current rate is 5%. In 
December our rate will automatically 
change to the then current rate. We 
know that the interest rate will be higher 
than our current introductory rate. We 
currently bring in through our offerings 
around $45-50 thousand per year for the 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

                         ñPreparing 



 

For All The Saints – October, 2009 –  Page 3 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

 the Wayéò 

Building Fund.  The rest of our mortgage 
comes out of the Building Fund, or the 
General Budget. Currently, our Building 
Fund has around $55 thousand left in it.  
Without more capital, we will have a    
difficult time maintaining our current 
mortgage beyond this year. The Finance 
Committee and the Ministry Board would 
like to seek re-financing for our mortgage 
to help with our cash flow. Unfortunately, 
our current Building Fund will not allow 
us to seek that re-financing because it is 
too low. Therefore, we need to build it   
up to put ourselves in a better position    
to do so. The Mission Investment Fund 
will allow us to seek a new loan to do   
this as long as we are doing capital        
improvements, so our roof fix will make  
a difference. With our goal of $250 thou-
sand we hope, with the re-financing, to 
have three years of mortgage payments 
built up to take care of this ministry in the 
short term. In three years we will take on 
another Capital Fund Appeal for the   
purposes of bringing down our debt.  

 
We are preparing the way for minis-

try at St. Stephenõs Lutheran Church.    
We are preparing the way for the future.  
We are preparing the way for good stew-

ardship.  Through this Capital Fund  
Appeal we will alleviate some of the 
burden on the General Budget so that 
dollars can be freed up for ministry     
opportunities that are upon us. Being 
prepared is a gift to those who come   
after us. What will our legacy be? As 
you hear more about this appeal in the 
days to come, may you be energized to 
give so that the way will be prepared for  
witness to Godõs love among us. 

 
Peace, 
 
 
 
Pastor Tim  
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CAPITAL FUND  APPEAL NEWS! 
COTTAGE  MEETINGS  COMING  SOON 

 

Our Capital Fund Appeal has now begun and we are excited about the opportu-
nity to prepare the way for our future ministry together. Throughout the month of 
October you will have opportunity to learn about the need for this Capital Fund     
Appeal in a variety of ways. You should already have received a mailing containing a 
welcome letter, a question and answer document, and a brochure highlighting the 
goals of our Appeal.  

 
There will be four congregational opportunities to come together to discuss the 

Appeal. On Thursday morning, October 8th we are holding a special òSnowbirdsó 
Cottage Meeting at the church at 10:00. This special meeting will also include infor-
mation from our Gifts and Resources Ministry Team that will also highlight our  
stewardship drive to take place later in November. This Cottage Meeting, while open 
to anyone, is designed to give an opportunity for those who may be heading south to 
participate in this Appeal before they depart.  

 
Three other Congregational Cottage Meetings will occur during the month. On 

October 18th, a meeting will be held at 9:10 am in the sanctuary. Members of the  
Capital Fund Committee will be on hand to help present material and answer any 
questions you may have concerning the Appeal. The next Congregational Cottage 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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Meeting will take place at the church at 4 pm on Sunday afternoon the 25th of Octo-

ber. The final Cottage Meeting will take place on Tuesday, October 27th at 7 pm at the 
church. We hope that you will find a time that will work for you and encourage you 
to participate.  

 
We are also looking forward to asking the congregation to pray for our ministry 

and this appeal during a òten days of prayeró to take place from October 18th through 
the 27th. You will learn more about this and the November 7th Vigil of Prayer during 
the month. 

 
Finally, we will come together in a celebration of our commitments on Sunday, 

November 8th during our worship services. As we enter in to this Appeal, please keep 
our Committee members, leadership and St. Stephenõs family in your prayers. If you 
have any questions regarding the Appeal, please talk to one of the following Commit-
tee members. When you see them around, please thank them for all of their hard 
work.  In all of this let us remember that together, we have what we need!  

 
òPreparing the Wayéó Capital Fund Appeal Committee: 
 

Mark Weerda, Chair    Teri OõConnor    Patti Ethridge  
Justin Yotter     Annie Engebretson  Ron Schroeder 
Lee Johnson     Cheri Schweitzer   Pastor Nick 
Pastor Tim 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

SOUP FOR SCHOOLS  
YOU CAN STILL  JOIN! 

 

New groups are being formed to share the great experience of Soup for Schools! 
Groups of 8-10 meet once a month for simple suppers and time together. In addition 
to being a great way to meet others from church, a $5 monthly contribution provides 
scholarships for students at Lutheran schools in Palestine. What a great thing! Talk to 
a pastor soon if youõd like to be part of a group. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

GREAT B IBLE  STUDY  
 

Each Wednesday, 9:00 to 10:00, a 
great group meets for conversation and 
coffee and encouragement in faith! To 
start this fall, weõre reading the book of 
Hebrews, written for Christians whose 
faith is wavering, whose excitement and 
motivation have dwindled, who donõt 
have energy for Jesus. Is that you? Come 
get a boost with Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study! 

 
 
 

WOMENõS RETREAT  
 

Please keep those attending the 
Womenõs Retreat at Lutherdale           
October 9-11 in your prayers! We are 
grateful for donations from several 
women at St. Stephenõs which allowed 
us to offer camperships and which 
helped cover retreat expenses. Thank 
you for your generosity and your 
prayers. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS  
 

Remember that there are lots of        
opportunities for Christian education on 
Sundays, beginning at 9:10. The new    
curriculum of Sunday School is engaging 
children age 3 to grade 5. Children also 
have a special activity during the sermon 
at 10:00 worship. Adult classes look at 
whatõs current in faith, church, and world. 
Sixth grade Pre-Confirmation gets stu-
dents ready for deeper faith exploration. 
New Member Classes are starting up. All 
this and more, each week, right now! Itõs 
not too late to connect! 

 
 
 

OCTOBER  MENõS  
B IBLE  STUDY  

 

Menõs Bible Study meets on Thursday, 
Oct. 8 at 8 p.m. at Tullyõs II on Monona 
Drive. Bring your Bible, have a brew and 
some conversation about faith and life. 
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           òWHAT DO YOU DO 

           AT BOLD  CAFÉ ANYWAY?ó 
      

 

What we do: 
1. Discuss topics relevant to faith today. 
2. Drink coffee in really cool mugs, yours to keep!  
3. Eat treats! 
4. Deepen friendships with women of all ages.  
5. Serve others through projects like The Road Home, Global Health Ministries.  
6. Meet monthly alternating between the third Monday or Tuesday of the month.  
 
What we donõt do: 
1. Dig deeply into Scripture; being a Bible scholar is not necessary. 
2. Require commitment by participants; come when you can!  
3. Require preparation ahead of time; the topic is available online if you have time. 

Otherwise, copies are available that night. 
 
Give it a try! Our next gathering will be on Monday, Oct. 19 at 7 p.m. in Fireside. Our 

topic of discussion will be transition ñthose times in life when our faith and routine are 
challenged. Bring your Bold Café mug and your donation for The Road Home (feminine 
products; i.e. tampons/pads). You may find the topic at www.boldcafe.org (click on 
òback issuesó, then September 2009 òTales of Transitionó). If you need child care for this 
event, please call the church office. 

 

KNITTERS  AND  CROCHETERS ! YOU ARE NEEDED ! 
 

The October item for our Midwife Kit project is baby caps. Caps may be knitted or 
crocheted (see display in narthex for a pattern and example) or purchased. Size of caps is 
very important, so purchase newborn size caps only. Keep in mind that a newbornõs 
head is about 14ó in circumference, so all caps must fit on a 5ó Styrofoam ball, like the 
one attached to the display. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Whatõs next for Christianity? What do 
we really believe about the Bible and 
creation? What gets in the way of your 
faith? How easy should this be?  

 

An amazing resource, LtQ forms the 
backbone for Sunday Adult Classes this 
year. We hope you can commit to these 
thought -provoking sessions. There will 
be three seven-week units, the first       
beginning October 4. It includes DVD 
conversations with leading voices of 
faith, concrete spiritual practices, and a 
chance to ask openly all the troubling 
questions of your faith.  

 

Sessions for the first unit include 
òTaking the Bible Seriouslyó (not 
òliterallyó), òStories of Creation,ó òLives 
of Jesus,ó and Challenges òOut in the 
World.ó 

 

Plan to enrich your faith by being 
there for the DVD discussions, 9:10 to 
9:50 each Sunday, beginning Oct. 4. 

AFFIRMATION  OF BAPTISM  
 

They may be St. Stephenõs smallest 
Confirmation class ever, but these    
students make up for it in enthusiasm, 
insight, intelligence, and faithfulness. 
On Reformation Sunday, October 25, 
Matthew Besch, Jordan Gerl, Jenna 
Farnsworth, and Erik Romanski will  
be affirming their faith. Before then, 
they are writing reflection papers and 
engaging in conversation. Please keep 
these students in your prayers! 

 
 

B ISHOPõS CONVOCATION  
 

October 18-20, your pastors will be 
gathering with other rostered leaders 
from the synod for an annual retreat   
of education and refreshment in Lake 
Geneva. Two seminary professors will 
speak, all will worship together, and 
there will be plenty of time for relaxa-
tion and collegiality.  

Living the  

Questions® 
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J IM  WALLIS  IN TOWN 
 

Progressive evangelical Jim Wallis 
will be speaking for a UW Lubar       
Institute lecture, òAn Evangelical 
Christian Looks at Jews and Muslims.ó 
Wallis is the founder of Sojourners, 
and book club read his book òGodõs 
Politics: Why the Right Gets it Wrong 
and the Left Doesnõt Get It.ó The       
lecture is Wednesday, October 21 at 
7:30 in Grainger Hall. 

 
 

NO EVIL  ñ FOR YOUTH  
AND  ADULTS  

 

As part of a statewide youth convo, 
Christian activist Chris Lahr will be at 
Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells 
November 13-15. For youth, he will 
òImagine a World where we Hear No 
Evil, See No Evil, Speak No Evil.ó For 
adults, his topic will be òRacism and 
White Identity.ó Talk to Pastor Nick for 
more infoñthe event is organized in 
part by the WI Council of Churches 
Peace and Justice Commission, of 
which he is Chair.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER  

GREENING  OUR FAITH  
COMMUNITIES  & O UR 
LIVES  ñ OCT. 11 -12  

 

Interested in joining Pastor Nick  
for a conference about how our beliefs 
shape the environment in our homes, 
throughout Wisconsin, and beyond? 
The WI Interfaith Earthkeeping Con-
ference is in Stevens Point Sunday,   
October 11 and Monday, October 12. 

 
 

CHURCHWIDE  ASSEMBLY  
SUMMARY  

 

The ELCA gathered more than 
1000 members from across the country 
for worship, Bible study, asking about 
our witness to the world, and being 
sent with Christõs mission. We hope 
you have found some of the resources 
available for follow -up, from classes at 
St. Stephenõs to print materials. For a 
brief summary of actions, visit 
www.elca.org/assembly/summary.  
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 GARDEN  WALK  
  BY SHARRIE  HEIBL  

 

Early detection is the key in dealing 
with cancer. As the founder of Garden 
Walk, Inc. (a non-profit corporation) 
and a cancer survivor, I urge you to 
visit my website to become familiar 
with the signs and symptoms of five 
gynecologic cancers. On the website 
you can write and share YOUR story. 
You can also donate to cancer research 
at the U.W. Carbone Cancer Center 
through Garden Walk. Please check 
out www.gardenwalktalkshare.com 
and share it with someone you love. 
Together we will save lives. For more 
info, contact Sharrie Heibl. 

VIDEO  TAPING/
TRAINING  

 

We have begun recording 
the 10:00 service to be 
played on cable access in 

Monona beginning this fall ña great 
way to serve our shut-ins as well as 
serve as another evangelism tool to the 
community. It takes two people per 
Sunday to run the cameras, and Bill 
Brendler and Anders Hansen have 
been doing it thus far. We are in need 
of people who would like to help in the 
process. If interested, please talk to one 
of the pastors or to Bill Brendler. There 
will be a training session coming up on 
a Saturday. 

 

LUTHERAN  WORLD  RELIEF  SCHOOL  KITS 
 

Great work! With boxes of supplies stuffed into custom sewn bags, 
our school kits are ready to be shipped to children and adults around 
the world who are eager for resources in education. Thank you! 

Thank you especially to Shauna and Kathy Robinson for again organizing things so 
well!  

 

The LWR boxcar loading in Madison will be Saturday, October 10. Are you able 
to help transport our supplies and get them going on their journey? If so, please call 
Kathy or Shauna Robinson (819-6020) or the office. 
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CHURCH  BAZAAR AT ST. STEPHENõSñA NEW TRADITION  
 

I, Brent Ruffridge, have fond memories of attending Fall Bazaars at the Lutheran 
church I was a member of while growing up in Mabel, MN. My mother and grandmother 
were always baking or making quilts for the annual event. Maybe it was the fresh lefse 
and baked goods that got me hooked. Anyway, I loved the spirit and enthusiasm that 
filled the air and also the fact that people were doing this for the sole reason of helping 
others and raising money for a good cause while at the same time having fun. 

 

I am spearheading an effort to bring the Church Bazaar tradition to St. Stephenõs. Itõs a 
simple pleasure in life to come together for a traditional yearly event. And everyone has 
something usefulñwhether thatõs a skill like quilting, woodworking, or baking, or timeñ
that can be part of the Bazaar. 

 

The St. Stephenõs Bazaar is scheduled for November 22, 4:00 ð 8:00 p.m. Food will be 
sold during the event along with arts and craft sales, a good old -fashioned Cake Walk, an 
informational booth about St. Stephenõs, music by Steadfast, a silent auction, a bake sale 
and more. 

 

The Bazaar is an inclusive event for all members. We hope everyone will donate some-
thing to the Bazaar, whether itõs an item youõve made or food you purchase at the Bazaar, 
or time you give working at the Bazaar. Money raised will be used to upgrade our church 
sound system and support our philanthropic efforts in our church community. Lefse sales 
will go towards Seasoned Saints. 

 

Does anyone know a farmer who grows pumpkins we could sell at the Bazaar?       
Any lefse makers out there? Any bake sale or Cake Walk cake bakers? Middle schoolers      
interested in making ladder golf games out of PVC pipes or other creative idea? Craft 
makers? Artists? Woodworkers? Green recyclers of found items used in new ways?       
Talents like gutter cleaning or lawn mowing that youõd auction off? If you need ideas, 
check out the asset maps. Members have a lot to offer! 

 

Shirley Worl, Karen Kordela, Ann Schroeder and I, Brent Ruffridge, have met a few 
times to plan the Bazaar for St. Stephenõs. Anyone can join the groupõs planning efforts, so 
contact me at 221-4742 if you are interested in participating. The groupõs goals for the 
event are to:  start a new tradition for St. Stephenõs Church, raise funds for worthwhile 
projects, and build community with the church and the Monona/Madison community at 
large. Two months to goéhow will you contribute to the Bazaar?   

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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OCTOBER  4 

TIME  AFTER PENTECOST  
LECTIONARY  27  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Genesis 2:18-24ñGenesis 2 stresses that 
people are not meant to live in isolation 
but in relationship. Out of love for hu-
manity, God creates them male and      
female, to provide companionship for 
each other and to become with each other 
òone flesh.ó The Hebrew words used 
here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman). 
Psalm 8ñYou crown us with glory and 
honor. (Ps. 8:5) 
Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12ñQuoting from  
the Psalms, this passage from Hebrews 
emphasizes that Jesus, the one through 
whom God created everything and who 
sits at Godõs right hand, is also the one 
who experienced human suffering and 
death in order to blaze the path of  
salvation for us. 
Mark 10:2-16ñJesus announced and    
enacted in history the new reality of 
Godõs surprising activity. These two    
stories demonstrate this new reality: 
Women and children are accepted and 
valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult 
men. 

 

Hymns: 
When Love Is Found 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
Loving Spirit  
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  

OCTOBER  11  

 TIME  AFTER PENTECOST  
LECTIONARY  28  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15ñAmos was a herds-
man by profession and a prophet by 
Godõs call. During a time of great   
prosperity in the northern kingdom of  
Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy 
upper class. He warns his listeners that 
fulfilling Godõs demand for justice brings 
blessing, while corruption and oppres-
sion incur Godõs wrath. 
Psalm 90:12-17ñSo teach us to number 
our days that we may apply our hearts to 
wisdom. (Ps. 90:12) 
Hebrews 4:12-16ñWe cannot hide our 
thoughts, desires, and actions from God, 
to whom we are completely accountable. 
Nevertheless, Jesus understands our  
human weakness and temptations,  
because he also experienced them. There-
fore we can approach the throne of grace 
to receive divine mercy from Christ.  

Mark 10:17-31ñJesus has been teaching 
his disciples about what is most valued 
in Godõs eyes. Now, a conversation with 
a rich man brings his message home to 
the disciples in a way that is surprising 
but unforgettable.  
 

Hymns: 
Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God 
Take My Life, That I May Be 
We Come to the Hungry Feast 
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending  

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 
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OCTOBER  18  

TIME  AFTER PENTECOST  
LECTIONARY  29  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Isaiah 53:4-12ñThis reading is from the 
last of four passages in Isaiah that are 
often called òservant songs.ó Christians 
are probably most familiar with this 
servant song. In light of Christian faith, 
the servantõs healing ministry and   
redemptive suffering are understood  
to be fulfilled in the life and death of 
Christ.  
Psalm 91:9-16ñYou have made the 
LORD your refuge, and the Most High 
your habitation. (Ps. 91:9) 
Hebrews 5:1-10ñUsing imagery from 
scripture and from Jewish worship 
practices, Jesus is presented as the great 
high priest who was obedient to Godõs 
saving plan. Through his suffering and 
death he has become the source of  
eternal salvation. 

Mark 10:35-45ñOn the way to Jerusa-
lem the disciples ask Jesus to grant 
them seats of honor. Jesus responds by 
announcing that he and his followers 
will òruleó through self-giving service. 
 

Hymns: 
How Firm a Foundation  
When We Are Living  
To Be Your Presence 
 

OCTOBER  25  

REFORMATION  SUNDAY  
LECTIONARY  30  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-9ñThis passage speaks not 
only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and 
its homecoming from exile in Babylon, but 
also of the northern kingdom (òIsraeló or 
òEphraimó) and its restoration. The north-
ern tribes of Israel had been lost in exile to 
Assyria more than a century before 
Jeremiah prophesied. 
Psalm 126ñThose who sowed with tears 
will reap with songs of joy. (Ps. 126:5) 
Hebrews 7:23-28ñHuman priests of old 
offered sacrifice for their own sins and 
served only until their death. In contrast, 
Jesus is Godõs Son, the holy sinless, resur-
rected high priest. Death did not terminate 
his priestly service, but through his death 
he has interceded for our sins. 
Mark 10:46-52ñBartimaeus comes to Jesus 
with faith, asking that he might see again. 
Recognizing Jesusõ identity, Bartimaeus is 
the first person to call him òSon of Davidó 
in the Gospel of Mark.  
 

Hymns: 
A Mighty Fortress is Our God  
That Priceless Grace 
Built on a Rock 

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER 
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FLU  SEASON 
 

There has already been plenty in the news about H1N1 (swine) flu, and have been questions 
about how concerned we need to be as a worshipping assembly. We will have extra hand sanitizer 
available at church and offer this list from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention to help 
you. 

 
What You Can Do to Stay Healthy 
 
¶ Stay informed. The CDC website (www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/) will be updated 

regularly as information becomes available. 
 

¶ Influenza is thought to spread mainly person-to-person through coughing or 
sneezing of infected people. 

 

¶ Take everyday actions to stay healthy.   
Ý Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze.   
        Throw the tissue in the trash after you use it. 
Ý Wash your hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough  
  or sneeze. Alcohol-based hand cleaners are also effective.  
Ý Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth. Germs spread that way.  
Ý Stay home if you get sick. CDC recommends that you stay home from  
  work or school and limit contact with others to keep from infecting them.  
 

¶ Follow public health advice regarding school closures, avoiding crowds and 
other social distancing measures. 

 

¶ Find healthy ways to deal with stress and anxiety. 
 

¶ Call 1-800-CDC-INFO for more information.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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SPECIAL  GIFTS RECEIVED  
 

Organ Fund: Jeanette Strassman, Paul 
Baumann, Dale & Betty St. John, Edward 
& Lorraine Johnson, Connie Newman, 
Mrs. Rolland Frye, Pam & Steve Vorass 

 

Augusta Victoria: Kathleen Robinson 

MORTGAGE  INFORMATION  
 

Original Balance            $1,379,644 
Interest Paid to Date      300,239 
Principal Paid to Date         226,539 
Remaining Balance       $1,153,105 

ST. STEPHENõS FOUNDATION   

ORGAN FUND  
 

Pipe Organ Project       $532,401 
Paid Foundation Funds                     ($492,105) 
Not Funded as of 3/2006            $  40,296 
Current Donations      24,862 
Funds Needed for Completion          $  15,434 

RECENTLY  HOSPITALIZED  
 

Shirley Lauersdorf , Gary Geil,   
Connie Kilmark  

SYMPATHY 
To those who mourn the death of: 
 

Maybert Clark, Ann Scheib, Paul  
Tyvand, PFC Eric Hario, Judd     

 Walker, Walter Kahl  

BAPTISM  
 

  Allie Elizabeth Hrodey, daughter 
of Andrew & Elizabeth Hrodey  

 

Please continue to pray for this one who 
has new life in Christ. 

FOOD  PANTRY 
 

The Food Pantry is in need of large 
Styrofoam coolers, paper bags and  
plastic bags. 

PRAYERS FOR DEPLOYED  
M ILITARY  

 

As you keep in your prayers people 
from St. Stephenõs who are deployed in 
the military, we want to pass along this 
address to send cards or packages. 
(Please write the address exactly as it 
appears.) 

 

    Daniel Williams        
    HHC, 34th ID ISR X 
    Unit #117 
    APO AE  09354 

DATA ENTRY HELP WANTED  
 

Would you have the time and abil-
ity to help with some simple data entry      
at church? We have a position open for 
updating membership records. For 
more info, please call the church office. 
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Tuesday, October 20 

& Every 20th Day of the Month 

5:30-6:00 p.m. 
 

For All People of Faith 
Candlelight, Prayer, Readings, Song 

 St. Stephenõs Lutheran 

Church 
 

5700 Pheasant Hill Road 

Monona, WI  53716 
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WITH A THANKFUL HEART: 
¶ to those who work òPreparing    
the Wayéó for our Capital Fund 
Appeal, by serving on the Commit-
tee, speaking to others, making 
leadership commitments, and more 

¶ to Soup for Schools participants, 
new and old, and especially to 
those who extend invitations to 
join this important ministry  

¶ to a new year of Sunday School 
teachers, Confirmation mentors, 
students who seek to learn faith-
fully, parents and family members 
who promote Christian education, 
and to all in classes 

¶ to all who contributed to Lutheran 
World Relief school kits and who 
have begun contributing to mid-
wife kits  

¶ to those ready to help and join in 
CROP Walk 

¶ to those who water during dry 
timesñwhether really or meta-
phorically!  

¶ to those who keep us up to date 
¶ to students Abby Ruffridge, Niko-

las and Annika Heyworth who 
along with Angela Heyworth, 
Phyllis Miller, Brent Ruffridge, and 
Joann Esser prepared/served a free 
lunch to 85 hungry people at the 
Wil -Mar Community Ctr. Sept. 19  

¶ to those who stuff envelopes for 
church mailings  

¶ to those who assemble monthly 
newsletters 

¶ to those who work behind the 
scenes helping out in various  
ministries within the church  

¶ to those who repair lawn mowers 
and other church equipment  

¶ to the following volunteers who 
prepared a wonderful meal for 
the family and friends of Maybert 
Clark: Sandy Knesting, Leone 
Helstad, Bea Fadness, Ruth 
Knutson, Lynn & Dick Mueser,  
Lu Schroeder, Jane Dohler and 
Sylvia Reinholdt  

¶ to the craftsman who made a cup 
rack for the church office kitchen  

 
Thanks to the following vocalists and 
instrumentalists for their wonderful 
gifts of time/talent in September:  
 

Karen Baier, Dave Baltes, Julie Buss, 
Michael Brannan, Kristen Davies, Bea 
Fadness, Chris Gantz, Kyle Gasser, 
Karen Gleason, Mishan Han, David 
Hanson, Belle Heberling, Sharrie 
Heibl, Miriam Hull, Jim Knutson,   
Jan McChesney, Erik Nielsen, Jim 
OõConnor, Heide Powers, Rebecca 
Redmann, Stephen Redmann, Tessa 
Romanski, Chuck Thomley, Terri   
Winans; AND to the young musicians 
who played in the recital following 
the Homecoming Sunday meal in-
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WITH A THANKFUL HEART: 
tended to raise awareness of World 
Hunger Relief: Anna Caldwell -
Overdier, Javier Clifcorn, Anders    
Hansen, Karin Hansen, Sara  
Moldenhauer, and Jack Moldenhauer 
 
¶ A big thank you to all who helped 

out with the Paint -a-thon. This year 
11 people contributed their time 
and talent in the 21st home that St. 
Stephenõs has painted. The entire 
home was completely painted and 
done shortly after three in the after-
noon.  Allen Bodden set the pace 
with his nine inch roller making it 
hard to keep up with him and fill in 
the areas that the roller couldnõt 
reach. The home really looked good 
when finished, and the home 
owner, Lola was very appreciative. 
There was a lot of laughter and 
good warm feelings of accomplish-
ment when the job was done. The 
painting crew consisted of: Curtis 
Mork, Pastor Nick, Norm Muth, 
Ernie Bollinger, Allen Bodden, John 
Esser, Gary Pluff, Eva Robelia, 
Carol Koscik, Ken Koscik and 
Kenny Koscik. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

                     HELP CROP STOP HUNGER   
 

The 2009 Madison-Area CROP Hunger Walk is scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 18. 
Twenty -five percent (25%) of the money raised will be distributed to Second     

Harvest Food Bank - for distribution to 40+ Dane County Food Pantries (our very own 
St. Stephenõs Food Cupboard included) and to Independent Living - for Evening and 
Holiday Meals on Wheels. There are many ways you can participate in the CROP     
Hunger Walk event. Please support or join the 2009 St. Stephenõs team. You can cheer 

them on and track their progress at http://www.churchworldservice.org/goto/

St.Stephens-Monona. Please contact Becky Mitchell with any questions at 222-4325 or      
by email at becky7matt@gmail.com. 

 

MOUNTAIN, A M USICAL  AT ST. STEPHENõS 
 

On Oct. 11 at 6:30 p.m., St. Stephenõs will be the host venue for a Broadway-style  
musical drama entitled Mountain . The cast of eight are part of a 25-city tour across the 
Midwest. The author, Jonathan Richard Cring, was winner of the Best Screenplay at      
The Top Ten Films in America and his son, Jon Russell Cring, directs. The 90-minute  
production is offered on a òpass-the-ható basis. Mountain is the story of a star quarter-
back for State College bound for the NFL who is seriously hurt in the final game of the 
season. The story looks at a òpresumed miracleó followed with a devastating condition, 
declining a risky operation and joining Y.E.S.ñYouth Energizing Statesideñto become 
an instructor in the Appalachian Mountains. Forbidden to teach anything but the Bible, 
he decides to use the Sermon on the Mount as his teaching tool.  Seating is limited. See 
the kiosk at church for more info or call the office (222-1241). 

 

HOSPICECARE, I NC. 
 

HospiceCare, Inc. will hold three question -and-answer seminars during the month of 
October. They are free and open to the public and will be held at the Don & Marilyn 
Anderson HospiceCare Center, 5395 E. Cheryl Parkway. Pre-registration is requested; 
please call Carrie Glantz at 327-7202. òWhat You Should Know About Planning a Fu-
neraló will be held Oct. 5 from 2:30-4 p.m. òHow to Help Children and Teens with Lossó 
will be Oct. 13 from 6-8 p.m. òHelp for Your Aging Parents...and Youó will be Oct. 26 
from 6:30-8 p.m. There are several other grief support groups meeting in October. Please 
contact the HospiceCare office (276-4660) for information on those and other offerings. 
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YAHARA  RIVER  CHORUS  CONCERT  
 

Anne & Beth Johnson from St. Stephenõs have been involved with the Yahara River 
Chorus that is celebrating 25 years as a chorus on Sat., Oct. 10 at 2 p.m. & 7 p.m. at the 
refurbished Stoughton Opera House (381 E. Main Street, Stoughton). All tickets are $10. 
Call the box office (877-4400) or for more info, contact Anne or Beth (249-6001). 

 

 

GLOBAL  M ISSION  EVENT AT MCFARLAND  LUTHERAN  
 

On October 10, McFarland Lutheran Church will again be holding their annual 
Mini Global Mission Event (MGME) from 8:30 a.m. to noon with an optional lunch   
following it for a slight extra fee. Registration will be from 8 ñ8:30 a.m. The event itself 
has a suggested registration fee of $10 but donõt let that keep you away. Anyone is  
welcome regardless of their donation. There will be speakers from other countries     
describing what is going on in their country and how Christ is active there. You will 
come away from this event richer than when you entered!  

 

 

2009 D ANE COUNTY MEMORY  WALK  
 

Join supporters at the Alzheimerõs Association Memory Walk on Saturday, Oct. 3, 
at 8 a.m., starting at the Warner Park Shelter. Memory Walk is the nationõs largest event 
to raise awareness and funds for Alzheimer care, support and research. Alzheimerõs 
disease affects as many as 5.3 million Americans. As a new option in addition to the 
walk, they are also offering a 5K Run for $35 per person. Registration for the walk 
event is available online at www.alz.org/scwisc, or contact the Alzheimerõs Assn. office 
at 232-3400 to request a brochure or more information. 

 
 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

RSVP VOLUNTEER  PROGRAMS  
 

Listed below are several programs in need of volunteers: 
 
St. Maryõs Hospital could use help in the Gift Shop, Mail and Flowers areas, Pet 

Therapy, Emergency Room Clerk assistance, and much more. 
 

The Coalition for WI Health needs volunteers who would like to help a couple 
hours a week organizing lists, entering data, and making phone calls. 

 
Literacy Network has opportunities for tutors, child care workers, and administra-

tive assistance. Literacy Network provides free English as a Second Language class for 
anyone in the community.  

 
Independent Living helps people stay safely in their homes longer by providing 

services including: Telephone Reassurance, Home Delivered Meals, and Friendly    
Visitors.  

 
The Madison Childrenõs Museum needs gallery guides, people to help with     

birthday parties, or with program activities and special events.  
 
Second Harvest Foodbank needs people to help sort and stock shelves and help 

with check in and check out of shoppers. 
 

 The new St. Vincentõs Food Pantry has just opened and needs volunteer hosts and 
hostessõs to accompany shoppers through the Pantry and stockers in the warehouse. 

 
Elder Friends/Peer Support is a program that helps enrich the lives of older         

individuals who are isolated. Training is provided and you would be matched with a 
person or two who need friendly visitors to check in on them, help them with needs 
around the house, or take them to pick up groceries and other errands. 

 
Call Jan at 441-7891 to volunteer or to get more information.  
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

                     Grouchoôs Kind 

òThe church is the only organization 
that exists solely for the benefit of non-
members.ó   

 -- by C.S. Lewis (maybe) 
 

You may have heard this clever-ish say-
ing before. Though Iõm not sure I agree 
with it, there is something pithy about it 
(which I mostly enjoy for the chance to use 
the word òpithyó), something brief and 
true about our faith:  If we just want to get 
ahead in life, Christ isnõt for us. He makes 
us look out for others.  

 

And yet itõs also worth undoing the 
pith, especially at this time of year. If we 
donõt start out a bit selfish, we may not get 
to the point of the saying.  

 
So instead of the theological thoughts of 

a perhaps popular C.S. Lewis, letõs go with 
the more questionably astute theology of 
Groucho Marx, who offered his own pithy 
thoughts, namely that he wasnõt interested 
in joining the kind of group that would 
have him as a member. 

 
   Thatõs probably a better starting point 
for us in the church. After all, what quali-
fies you as a member? How do you know 
whether Christ wants to claim you? Well, 
you have to be a sinner. Christ himself said 

that if youõre not sick, then heõs not for 
you. He came to call not those who live 
rightly, but the sickos and sinners (see 
Mark 2:17). 

 

So if you walk in the doors of St. 
Stephenõsñor any churchñnot only 
does it say something about the com-
pany you expect to keep, but about your 
estimation of yourself. Youõre a sinner.  
Someone who needs Godõs help. 

 

Notice that this is very different 
than jumping straight toward òthe  
benefit of non-membersó from our first 
quotation. You wouldnõt be here unless 
you needed the benefit yourself.  Only 
after that are you enabled to reach out 
to others. 

 

Having been properly diagnosed as 
in need of Christ, you join this gathering 
of other sinners to receive the benefits 
coming to you.   

 
     Again, itõs probably helpful to dis-
tinguish that the benefits of being part 
of Christõs church arenõt like mixing and 
mingling at a country club, that is 
unless such hobnobbing is your chance 
to lean on other sinners for support.   
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

of Church 

Neither, as our first quotation could be 
used to imply, is faith simply about getting 
others in the doorñthat once Christ has 
claimed you, it is your mission to go and 
bring more people into the church, accom-
plishing that task so they, in turn, can invite 
others, in a big evangelism circle.   

 

Since none of us stops sinning, since  
we all forget Godõs direction for our lives, 
faith is for life. Weekly we likely need to 
come back again for Christõs benefits for 
ourselves.   

 

So what are those benefits? Here are a 
few examples of benefits currently, if not 
always, at St. Stephenõs: 

 

--forgiveness ð a weekly fresh start,         
returned to baptismal purity!  

 

--inspiration ð a word that literally means 
òbreathing inó of the Holy Spirit 

 

--righteousness ð what itõs called when you 
pay attention to Godõs directions 

 

--honesty ð in confession, in prayers,     
simply in showing up, you acknowledge 
that things donõt always go how youõd 
hope 

 

--study ð Bible classes, òLiving the      
Questions,ó and more ð chances to pay    
attention to benefits of faith, for them to  
inhabit your mind and heart  

--giving ð even the òPreparing the 
Wayéó Capital Fund Appeal helps to  
recall your need, to open yourself more  
to what Christ offers  

 

--community ð church as a support group 
for sinners striving to live reformed lives  

 

--the cross ð whatever your problems, 
wherever youõre suffering ð Christ meets 
you 

 

Well, then, what next? God has given 
you the blessing of new life so that you 
may, indeed, go to benefit those non-
members. That is a pithy way of saying 
that every place you go as you leave 
church, you take Godõs love with you.  
You live as a servantñin your homes, in 
workplaces, in the community. Having 
been restored to live rightly in Godõs 
world, you again have the chance to give 
yourself away. At its center, experience   
at church enables the rest of our lives. 
Perhaps we could even say that coming  
to church is for the sake of others who 
have to put up with us!  

 

So if you can admit you need it, see 
you in church!   

 
 
+ nick  



 

For All The Saints – October, 2009 –  Page 24 


