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Last month, perhaps like you, I 
found myself eager to watch the series 
by Ken Burns on PBS called òNational 
Parks:  Americaõs Best Idea.ó 

 
Also perhaps like you, I was first 

grabbed by the series because Iõve come 
to love some of these splendid gems 
around our nation, premier examples of 
creationõs grandeur.   

 
Again, perhaps like you, Iõm          

interested in history, in finding connec-
tions to where weõve been and what 
shapes who we are. 

 
And as we all do, I was wondering 

how God fits into that picture.  
 
Right away from the first episode on 

the National Parks I was intrigued.  It 
told the story of John Muir, raised in 
Wisconsin, finding his way to California 
and the splendor of Yosemite.  The epi-
sode mentioned his father was a strict 
Presbyterian minister who made John 
memorize much of the Bible even before 
he was a teenager. 

 
But in Yosemite, it seemed the      

picture changed.  Muir began to find a 

different kind of faith as he spent more 
and more time outdoors.  To raise our 
mutual question, I wondered how God 
fit into that new picture.   

 
Here are a couple of my thoughts: 
 
1.  Muirõs appreciation for mighty 

and ancient sequoias or waterfalls cas-
cading over granite peaks was indeed 
first grounded in his faith.  It was a new 
version of Christianity he found in that 
place, but it arose from and was articu-
lated by the language of faith.  We can 
enjoy nature without God, but we canõt 
call it òcreationó without a prior sense of 
the Creator.  Believing in the source 
makes our praise richer and deepens our 
connections to nature, recognizing our 
place alongside fellow creatures. 

 
2.  While prior faith focused Muirõs 

experience in Yosemite in a specific way, 
his experience in Yosemite also shaped 
his faith.  Our understanding of God is 
always in dialogue with our lives.  For 
my part, Iõm happy that my sense of 
God is more beautiful after seeing sun 
shining onto yellow maple leaves in    
autumn, for example.  

 

FROM OUR PASTOR 

                                Worship & 
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FROM OUR PASTOR 

 Nature 

3.  If there are òcathedrals of nature,ó 
as Muir called Yosemite National Park, 
then there must also be simpler òchapels 
of nature.ó  It does not take the highest 
waterfall, the largest tree, the steepest 
rock face for these awe-inspiring religious 
connections.  We have chapels in our own 
backyard, each its own òsanctuaryóña 
word literally meaning holy place.  We 
should indeed worship in these places 
near or far and come to love them for how 
they lead us to God. 

 
4.  Muir required community.  His 

many nights under the stars fueled his 
passion but were not enough to preserve 
what he came to love.  He used his voice, 
speaking and writing to political leaders 
and also to convince the public.  He 
formed a coalition to work on behalf of 
his beloved Sierra range.  Similarly, we 
canõt just be out on our own, but need to 
return to the community.  We, too, work 
best together and need each other for 
strength and support.  I hope the church 
is a community where these passions for 
places where we see God in our world are 
nurtured and articulated; that church is a 
community for doing more to care for 
Godõs creation than we could on our own. 

As you know, these passions are cen-
tral to faith for me.  This is the kind of 
thing Iõm looking forward to exploring 
more during my sabbatical early next 
yearñfueling the passions, figuring out 
ways to articulate it together and 
strengthen our community.  Iõm eager 
for our work!  

 
Enjoyñin joy!  

 
 
 

+ nick 
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ST. STEPHENõS IN THE  NEWS! 
 

The following is an excerpt from an ELCA News article on Oct. 13, featuring St. 
Stephenõs decision to tithe funds raised from our òPreparing the Wayéó Capital Fund Appeal 
to the work of our synod and the ELCA. The whole article, and other ELCA News Stories can 
be found at www.elca.org/news. 

 
A spectrum of reactions followed decisions taken by voting members of the ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly in August. Some church leaders have suggested withholding 
financial support from the denomination, while others have said this is the time to  
increase funding. 

 
Augusta Victoria Hospital, a medical facility of the Lutheran World Federation on 

the Mount of Olives in East Jerusalem, and a food pantry near Madison, WI, were 
ministries òoutside of our buildingó that inspired the 1,000-member St. Stephenõs    
Lutheran Church, Monona, WI, to tithe money it is raising to fix the church roof, said 
its pastor, the Rev. Nicholas G. Utphall. 

 
òFixing our roof and paying our mortgage are certainly important details in the 

life of our congregation, and those necessities have come to serve as a reminder of the 
larger mission we are about here,ó he said. òThe news of congregations withholding 
money makes it seem very appropriate.ó 

 
Two senior pastors from St. Stephenõsñthe Rev. Jon S. Enslin and the Rev. Bruce 

H. Burnsideñbecame bishops of the ELCA South-Central Synod of Wisconsin. 
òPerhaps that keeps some of the work of the broader ELCA more apparent in front of 
us, but it is also important to recognize the vast extent of what our dollars do in this 
church,ó Utphall said. 

 
òThere is so much vital social and gospel work done by this church in this country 

and around the world that there is simply no way to know everything that we are  
doing as the ELCA. We regularly hear people say that they are proud to be a part of 
this church and its work,ó he said. 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

WIL-MAR CENTER   
THANKSGIVING  

EVENT  
 

For several years the people of St. 
Stephenõs have graciously participated in 
providing a Thanksgiving meal for the 
Wil -Mar Ctr. This of course, includes the 
traditional Thanksgiving fare of turkey, 
dressing, mashed potatoes, etc. Members 
of St. Stephenõs are asked to donate a 12-
14 pound turkey, cook it, take it off the 
bones and deliver it by Friday, Nov. 20th 
to the church kitchen refrigerator! We 
need approximately 12 turkeys in order to 
provide this meal. The people of Wil -Mar 
are deeply appreciative of a homemade 
Thanksgiving! There is a sign-up sheet in 
the church narthex. THANK YOU!!  

 

 Questions? Call Barb Kepler. 

THANKSGIVING  EVE  
SERVICE  

 

The Day of Thanksgiving is a      
national holiday declared by the     
government. We are rightly prompted, 
in the words of Abraham Lincoln, to 
thank òour beneficent creator.ó An   
opportunity to give thanks for all we 
have in our lives is the shared annual 
Thanksgiving Eve service. This year, 
we will be hosted by Lake Edge        
Lutheran (on Monona Dr. by Buckeye 
Rd). The service is at 7:00. Join us as 
choirs sing together, as Tim or Nick 
preaches, as we share some refresh-
ments, andñof courseñgive thanks! 

    

ADVENT  IS COMING ! 
 

(That heading is sort of a bad pun, since òadventó means òcoming.ó) Advent       
begins on Sunday, November 29th. Each Wednesday during the four weeks of Advent, 
we invite you to come to Advent Evening Prayer. Soup will be served at 6:30. Then 
sing some carols and hear their stories at 7:00. And light one candle! 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

FOLLOW JESUS  
 

  òIF ANYONE WOULD  COME  AFTER  ME , HE  MUST  DENY  HIMSELF  
  AND TAKE  UP HIS  CROSS DAILY  AND  FOLLOW ME.ó LUKE  9:23  
 

What does it mean to òFollow Jesusó? 
 
Read the Gospels in the New Testament to learn more about Jesus. 
§ He was a teacher for the crowdsñthe feeding of the 5,000 
§ He taught the children ñlet them come to me 
§ He cared for individuals ñthe rich man, healed the blind 
§ He spoke with the woman at the well and many other women  
 
Jesus and his disciples walked to many villages and towns to spread the good 
news of Godõs mercy and Godõs everlasting love for all his creation. 
 
The St. Stephenõs community of faith is committed to spreading the good news of 
Godõs love for our brothers and sisters across the world. 
 
Our budget covers support of synod, salaries for staff, benevolence dollars that 
support a variety of local ministries, funding for the office, building and property 
needs, and parish ministry programs.  
 
Take time to read Scripture and think, òHow can I Follow Jesusó as I live each day 
of my life.  
 
The stewardship program begins November 22 and concludes December 13 when 
pledge cards are received at worship services. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

CONGREGATIONAL   
MEETING  

 

The congregation of  St. Stephenõs will 
be holding a  Congregational Meeting on 
Sunday, November 15th at 9:10 a.m. in the  
sanctuary. The purpose of the meeting 
will be an update on the òPreparing the 
Wayéó Capital Fund Appeal and our  
options for going forward from here. 
Members of the Capital Fund Appeal 
Committee, the Finance Committee and 
the Ministry Board will help with the 
presentation. 

 
 
 

NO EVILñFOR YOUTH  AND  
ADULTS  

 

As part of a statewide youth convo, 
Christian activist Chris Lahr will be at 
Chula Vista Resort in Wisconsin Dells No-
vember 13-15. For youth, he will òImagine 
a World where we Hear No Evil, See No 
Evil, Speak No Evil.ó For adults, his topic 
will be òRacism and White Identity.ó Talk 
to Pastor Nick for more info ñthe event is 
organized in part by the WI Council of 
Churches Peace and Justice Commission, 
of which he is Chair.  

HOLY LAND  TRIP 2010  
 

Pastor Tim is leading a trip to the 
Holy Land in June of 2010. The dates of 
the trip are June 14-26th. We will have 
the opportunity to see not only the 
wonderful archeological sites in Israel 
and Palestine, but also in Jordan as 
both Petra and Jerash are included      
in the tour. The best part of the trip, 
however, is meeting the people who 
call this land home. There will be an 
informational meeting on Sunday 
morning, November 22nd at 9:10 a.m. 
Brochures are available in the narthex.  

 
If you have any questions, please 

contact Pastor Tim. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

THE  ROAD  HOME  
 

Our next opportunity for hosting 
homeless families at Lake Edge UCC 
on Buckeye Road is Thursday night/
Friday morning, Dec. 3/4. We will be 
responsible for dinner, evening activi-
ties, two overnight staff people 
(preferably a man and a woman) and 
for setting out breakfast. Mark your 
calendars and let a pastor know if 
youõd like to claim a spot! 

 
 

BHUTANESE  REFUGEES  
 

More immigrant families are arriv-
ing and being welcomed and settled  
by Lutheran Social Services. Should   
St. Stephenõs get involved? Talk to a 
pastor! 

 
 

MENõS B IBLE  STUDY  
 

November Menõs Bible Study will 
take place at Tullyõs II on Thursday, 
November 12 at 8 p.m. Come and     
enjoy the conversation and a brew.  

 

No experience necessary! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ladies, join us for Bold Café on 

Tues., Nov. 17 at 7 p.m. in Fireside.  
Laurie Slinde, who participated in a 
medical mission trip to Belize this    
summer, will tell us about her trip. You 
are free to share mission experiences 
that you have had, and together, we 
will discuss how we can move forward 
to a life of service. We will also discuss 
what itõs like to return home after a life
-changing time of travel. The study is 
available online at www.boldcafe.org; 
go to back issues and select the Oct. 
2009 topic òReturning from Service.ó 
Bring your Bold Café mug and your 
offering for the Road Home (diapers, 
sizes 4-6 only please). 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

WOMENõS RETREAT   
FOLLOW  UP 

 

Thanks to everyone who made our 
2009 Womenõs Retreat a great success! 
Twenty three of us had a wonderful 
time at Lutherdale, learning about 
wholeness, working on Midwife Kits, 
talking, eating, riding on the Polar      
Express pontoon boat, making sõmores, 
having massages, singing, and worship-
ping. We hope more St. Stephenõs 
women will join us next year! Mark 
your calendars for October 1-3, 2010 at 
Lutherdale!  

 
FROM OUR  

RETREAT  FACILITATOR  
 

Dear St. Stephenõs Sisters, 
 

I so thoroughly enjoyed the week-
end with you! You are energetic, love-
driven women that know how to model 
living well. Thank you for everything ñ
the Fellowship, Bible Study, Service  
Project, Good Food...I left feeling         
refreshed, encouraged and thankful. 

 

Keep up the great work!  
 

Love, Cheryl  

M IDWIFE  KITS 
 

The item for the month for our  
midwife kits is Ivory Soap (wrapped 
bath size bars). Place your donations in 
the bin under the display in the Nar-
thex. If you would like to help with 
Midwife Kits, please take a brochure 
from the basket near the display for  
detailed instructions about each item. 
Donations of used but clean sheets 
(regular or flannel), flannel fabric, 2 or 
2 1/2 gallon Ziploc bags are welcome 
anytime. Thanks to our Womenõs      
Retreat participants for their generous 
donations for the kits and for their time 
at the retreat working on various items!  
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FALL BAZAAR 
 

Our 1st annual Fall Bazaar is quickly  
approaching and we want to thank all of 
you who have already signed up to donate 
arts, crafts, baked goods or time to help 
with the event.  We are hoping for a good 
turnout to have fun and showcase talents, 
and at the same time raise money for sev-
eral good causes.   Bazaar proceeds will 
benefit the fund for the upgrade of our 
sound system in the sanctuary.  Proceeds of 
the lefse sales will go to the Seasoned 
Saints.  A Sloppy Joe sandwich lunch being 
served in Agape Place will be free-will    
offering, with the proceeds to be given to 
The Road Home ð a critically important  
organization in Dane County which serves 
homeless families with children in collabo-
ration with local faith communities and  
organizations.  Along with music in the 
sanctuary by our ôhouse bandõ, Steadfast, 
we hope to make this a fun event for every-
one.  If you have already completed arts 
and crafts, please consider dropping them 
off in the church office to be displayed     
on the Sunday mornings leading up to   
November 22.  Again, if you have any 
questions or ideas, please contact one of  
the Bazaar organizers ð Shirley Worl,    
Ann Schroeder, Karen Kordela, Kris 
Moldenhauer, Kriss Besch or Brent        
Ruffridge.  

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

NEW MEMBERS  
 

Les & Jackie JensenñLes is a re-
tired fighter pilot/orchestra teacher 
whose interests include recording   
music, playing guitar/mandolin/
fiddle, golf and watching baseball. 
Emerging worship and feeling part of  
a community is what drew Les to St. 
Stephenõs. Jackie is also retired and 
enjoys reading and writing. She first 
learned about St. Stephenõs through the 
phone book and also enjoys the 11 a.m. 
service. 

 
Ken , Kathy & Lisa Fellersonñ

Ken owns Kenõs Meat & Deli in 
Monona and enjoys fishing, golfing 
and boating. Kenõs wife Kathy also 
works at their deli and enjoys reading, 
walking, golfing and boating. They 
first learned about St. Stephenõs 
through friends. Daughter, Lisa was an 
Administrative Assistant but is tempo-
rarily unemployed. She enjoys painting  
and art, swimming and travel. All in 
the family say the feeling of commu-
nity drew them to St. Stephenõs. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

FOOD  PANTRY  
HONORS ALL VOLUNTEERS  

 

On November 6 at 11:45 the Food 
Pantry will host a luncheon to thank the 
80 volunteers who have helped in the 
Pantry during 2009.  

 
A special thank you goes out to each 

of the volunteers for their loyal service 
to our ministry of caring for those in 
need. 

 
Our volunteers are not only from St. 

Stephenõs but from six area churches. 
We could not continue to serve over 80 
households each week without our vol-
unteers who make the ministry possible.  

 
 

BOY SCOUT NEWS 
 

St. Stephenõs has proudly supported 
Boy Scout Troop 146 for over 50 years, 
and the troop continues to help young 
men live òphysically strong, mentally 
awake, and morally straight.ó Recently a 
Scout, Hayden Anderson completed his 
Eagle Scout project by cleaning up Win-
nequah Island. If youõd like to see a 
video of the work, visit http://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TFwQEGouuxc. 

E-FATS? 
ONLINE  VERSION  OF THE  NEWSLETTER  

 

Would you like to save on paper, 
save on postage, and save on volunteer 
time? This òFor All The Saintsó news-
letter will now be available in an elec-
tronic verson through our website, 
www.StStephensMonona.com. If you 
do not need your hard copy, call the 
church office or send an email to of-
fice.ststephens@tds.net. We will send 
you an email notice each month when 
the newsletter is available online. 

 
 

CONFIRMATION  
 

Again, congratulations to the      
following students who affirmed their 
faith on Reformation Sunday: Matt 
Besch, Erik Romanski, Jordan Gerl,  
and Jenna Farnsworth.  

 

For younger students, the studies 
continue. Remember that the monthly 
meal night with families and mentors 
is November 4, 6:30-8:00. Weõll be    
trying out forgiveness. Also, on        
November 18 instead of class, we will 
go to McFarland Lutheran for a 
òConfirmation Extravaganza!ó We will 
be leaving church at 5:45 and need  
parents to carpool. The event finishes 
at 8:30. 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

UPDATE ON LUTHERAN  SCHOOLS  IN PALESTINE  
 

Dear Pastor Utphall, 
 

My name is Anna Johnson and I will be assisting Dr. Charlie Haddad this year.      
Dr. Charlie sends his regards to share with the Soup for Schools groups. 

 

All of the schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land 
got off to a good start this year on Aug. 31, which coincided with the Muslim holiday of 
Ramandan. The ELCJHL schools were blessed to have very good results from the Taw-
jihi, the national Palestinian exam, which is one indicator that we are doing things right 
and our students are receiving an excellent education. 

 

Our 8th grade students of Muslim, Orthodox, Catholic and Lutheran background 
gather together for a celebration of Reformation Day with drama and art presentations 
and other special activities that help them learn about Luther, his teachings and princi-
ples. 

 

Two Lutheran students from Dar al -Kalima will participate in the Competition for 
the Christian Religion. This is an excellent opportunity for students to showcase what 
they have learned while attending our schools, which seek to provide a rich education 
based on Christian values and principles to all who attend, regardless of background.  

 

We are continuing a career counseling program for our 10th graders, an important 
part of our studentsõ holistic education. We recognize a need to educate our students on 
the availabilities in the job market. The program takes students on visits to places like 
factories, hospitals and law firms and also brings in experts to speak to the students 
about becoming a doctor, skilled technician, artist, businessman or engineer. The goal is 
for the students to be inspired to pursue a career they are passionate about and will be 
able to find gainful employment in upon graduation from college.  

 

For additional information on the educational ministries of the ELCJHL, please feel 
free to check out our website: http://www.elcjhl.org/ed/emmission.asp. For regular 
updates on ELCJHL activities, monthly newsletters can be accessed at http://
www.elcjhl.org/resources/newsletters/.  

 

Best, Anna Johnson 
ELCJHL Director of Educationõs Office 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

DAY OF PRAYER 
TRY A NEW STYLE? 

 

Before we turn in pledges during wor-
ship on Commitment Sunday, Nov. 8, you 
are invited to join in òPreparing the 
Wayéó for success in our Capital Fund 
Appeal by taking time to pray. Throughout 
the day on Sat., Nov. 7, church will be open 
and available for prayer. The Vigil of 
Prayer is scheduled 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 

This is an especially exciting opportu-
nity that our Capital Appeal Leadership is 
eager to offer you. We often think of prayer 
as sitting in the quiet with our hands 
folded and heads bowedñand certainly 
that form of silent prayer in the stillness of 
the sanctuary will be available for you. 
Also, a variety of resources can guide those 
prayers. But prayer can also be up and 
moving around. Very fitting as we think of 
following Christ on òthe Wayó is the spiri-
tual practice of walking a labyrinth. It is 
not a maze, but a circular path. This ancient 
practice is being increasingly rediscovered 
and loved. We will also offer a DVD avail-
able called òStretch and Pray.ó It is of an 
ELCA bishop guiding you into a Christian -
focused type of yoga. 

 

These three opportunitiesñsanctuary, 
labyrinth, and stretching ñare available in 
half -hour timeslots. You can sign up at 
church. One other opportunity is available 
only 10-11 a.m. It is a guided session for 
learning about tai chi, a form of martial art 
focusing on coordinating balance & breath. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Whatõs next for Christianity? What 

do we really believe about the Bible 
and creation? What gets in the way of 
your faith? How easy should this be?  

 

An amazing resource, LtQ forms 
the backbone for Sunday Adult Classes 
this year. We hope you can commit to 
these thought-provoking sessions. 
There will be three seven-week units. It 
includes DVD conversations with lead-
ing voices of faith, concrete spiritual 
practices, and a chance to ask openly 
all the troubling questions of your 
faith.  

 

Sessions for the first unit include 
òTaking the Bible Seriouslyó (not 
òliterallyó), òStories of Creation,ó 
òLives of Jesus,ó and Challenges òOut 
in the World.ó 

 

Plan to enrich your faith by being 
there for the DVD discussions, 9:10 to 
9:50 each Sunday. 
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NOVEMBER  1 
ALL SAINTS  DAY 

 
 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Isaiah 25:6-9ñIsaiah sees a vision of the 
end of days, when the Lord will gather 
all Godõs people on Godõs holy mountain 
and will prepare for them a rich feast. At 
this banquet the Lord will wipe the tears 
from all eyes. And there will be no more 
sorrow, for God will destroy death itself.  
Psalm 24ñThey shall receive blessing 
from the God of their salvation. (Ps. 24:5) 
Revelation 21:1-6añHere is a vision of 
the new heaven and new earth in which 
God resides fully with Godõs people so 
that mourning, despair, and pain have 
been eradicated. These renewing words 
from the God who spans all of time are 
trustworthy and true.  
John 11:32-44ñThrough the raising of 
Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision 
of the life to come, when death and 
weeping will be no more.  

 

Hymns: 
Arise, My Soul, Arise  
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and 
Sing! 
Thereõs a Wideness in Godõs Mercy 
For All the Saints 

NOVEMBER  8 
 TIME  AFTER  PENTECOST  

LECTIONARY  32  
 

Lessons for the day: 
 

1 Kings 17:8-16ñThis chapter begins the 
story of Elijah. God sends a drought on 
Israel because of the sins of King Ahab. 
This passage depicts Godõs saving acts 
not only on behalf of Elijah, but also on 
behalf of those who are associated with 
the prophet, even a foreigner, the widow 
of Zarephath. 
Psalm 146ñThe LORD lifts up those 
who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:88) 
Hebrews 9:24-28ñThe letter to the      
Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest 
who offers himself as a sacrifice for our 
sin. Christ does not die again and again 
each year. He died once, is alive with 
God, and will reveal himself on the last 
day. 
Mark 12:38-44ñAfter engaging in a se-
ries of public arguments with religious 
leaders in the temple, Jesus contrasts the 
proud and oppressive ways of those 
leaders with the sacrificial humility and 
poverty of the widow.  
 

Hymns: 
Day by Day 
We Come to the Hungry Feast 
For the Fruit of All Creation  

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 
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NOVEMBER  15  
TIME  AFTER PENTECOST  

LECTIONARY  33  
 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Daniel 12:1-3ñThe book of Daniel is an 
example of apocalyptic literature, which 
is full of strange visions and symbolism. 
Arising during times of great persecu-
tion, apocalyptic literature is concerned 
with Godõs revelation about the end time 
and the coming kingdom of God, when 
God will vindicate the righteous who 
have been persecuted. 
Psalm 16ñMy heart is glad and my 
spirit rejoices; my body shall rest in 
hope. (Ps. 16:9) 
Hebrews 10:11-25ñImages of worship 
and sacrifice are used throughout        
Hebrews to highlight what Christ has 
uniquely accomplished through his 
death. Because we have received forgive-
ness through Christõs death, we live with 
sincere hearts by trusting in Godõs  
promises and encouraging love and 
good works from each other. 
Mark 13:1-8ñIn the last week of his life, 
Jesus warned his disciples concerning 
trials that were to come upon them and 
upon the world. He exhorts the listener: 
Do not be alarmed. 
 

Hymns: 
Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow  
Jesus Shall Reign 

NOVEMBER  22  
CHRIST  THE  KING  
LECTIONARY  34  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14ñTo the community 
for whom this passage was written, it 
seemed as though the oppression they 
were experiencing would never end. 
Danielõs message is: It shall end. The An-
cient One who is judge will call all nations 
to account and will give dominion to òone 
like a human being,ó the Messiah. 
Psalm 93ñEver since the world began, 
your throne has been established. (Ps. 93:2) 
Revelation 1:4b-8ñThe book of Revelation 
begins by celebrating the Almighty God, 
who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is 
celebrated as the firstborn from the dead 
who rules over the worldõs rulers. He is the 
one whose return we eagerly await. 
John 18:33-37ñIn Johnõs gospel, the story 
of Jesus and Pilate presents two different 
ways of exercising power: through force or 
with love.  
 

Hymns: 
Beautiful Savior  
Jesus, Remember Me 
Lift High the Cross  

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 
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NOVEMBER  29  
FIRST SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

 

Lessons for the day: 
 

Jeremiah 33:14-16ñIn the Old Testament, 
òrighteousnessó often has to do with     
being faithful in relationship. God acts 
righteously both in punishing Israel for its 
sin and in having mercy. In todayõs read-
ing, Jerusalemõs future nameñóThe Lord 
is our righteousnessóñproclaims that the 
Lord is even now working salvation for 
Israel. 
Psalm 25:1-10ñTo you, O LORD, I lift up 
my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13ñUpon Timothyõs 
report from the congregation at Thessalo-
nica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude    
for them. In this passage from his letter, 
Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and 
blessings for the people of this growing 
church. 
Luke 21:25-36ñGod will fulfill Godõs 
purposes and, already, hidden signs of 
that fulfillment abound. On that great day 
there will be dismay, perplexity, confu-
sion, and terror, but Godõs people shall be 
given strength to stand boldly and receive 
Godõs promised redemption. 
 

Hymns: 
Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending 

SUNDAYS IN NOVEMBER 

FALL BACK! 
 

Donõt forget that Daylight Saving 
Time ends! Set your clocks back one 
hour before going to bed on Saturday, 
Oct. 31, or the Halloween ghosties will 
wake you up an hour too early for 
church! 

 
 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY  
 

November 1st is All Saints Sunday. 
This is the day in the church when we 
commemorate all the baptized saints of 
God, all redeemed by Christ. Especially 
it is a day to remember all who have 
died in the past year. From St. Stephenõs, 
this list includes Ruth Forster, Marion 
Schey, Ken Jenkins, Goodie Hovland, 
Timothy Mickelson, Esther Anderson, 
Phyllis Quale, Dorothea Riley, Seth 
Cronson, Erma Geil, Estelle Ruedebusch, 
Aletta Harbort, June Zins and Maybert 
Clark. 

 

Join us in Sunday worship as we 
give thanks for the lives and witness of 
these saints, as well as the promise that 
awaits all of us. In addition to remem-
bering these saints of St. Stephenõs, this 
is an opportunity to remember in 
prayers all those from your life whom 
you miss and with whom you wait to be 
rejoined in Christõs heavenly kingdom. 
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SPECIAL  GIFTS RECEIVED  
 

Organ Fund: Connie & Jack Newman, 
Janice & Earl Schoff, Pam & Steve 
Vorass, Tom Moran, Jessie Lou Gasser, 
Dale & Betty St. John, Scott Holmgren, 
Debra Swenson, Eileen Koch, Jeanette 
Strassman, Joseph Tenuta 

 

Augusta Victoria: Esther Kretschmar, 
Kathleen Robinson, Jeanette Strassman 

MORTGAGE  INFORMATION  
 

Original Balance            $1,379,644 
Interest Paid to Date      315,281 
Principal Paid to Date         241,144 
Remaining Balance       $1,138,500 

ST. STEPHENõS FOUNDATION   

ORGAN FUND  
 

Pipe Organ Project       $532,401 
Paid Foundation Funds                     ($492,105) 
Not Funded as of 3/2006            $  40,296 
Current Donations      25,087 
Funds Needed for Completion          $  15,209 

RECENTLY  HOSPITALIZED  
 

Arline Doering, Janet Furrer, Gerald 
Arneson, Judy Benzine, Monica Hansen, 
Gloria Kopplin, Elaine Faile  

SYMPATHY 
To those who mourn the death of: 
 

Robin Duesler, Lavern Anderson 

FOOD  PANTRY 
 

The Pantry needs 12-16 oz. plastic 
bottles, paper bags and plastic bags. 

PRAYERS FOR DEPLOYED  
M ILITARY  

 

As you keep in your prayers people 
from St. Stephenõs who are deployed in 
the military, we want to pass along this 
address to send cards or packages. 
(Please write the address exactly as it 
appears.) 

 

    Daniel Williams        
    HHC, 34th ID ISR X 
    Unit #117 
    APO AE  09354 
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WITH A THANKFUL HEART: 
¶ to you studentsñMari Mitchell, 

Max Mitchell and Anders Hansen 
as well as Donna Schroeder, Matt & 
Becky Mitchell, Tim & Lisa Hansen 
and Joann Esser for preparing and 
serving a lunch of Sloppy Joes, 
French Fries and fixings to 89    
hungry and homeless people at Wil
-Mar Community Center on Oct. 17  

¶ to the following musicians for their 
gifts of time/talent in October:    
Michael Brannan, Julie Buss,     
Kristen Davies, Kyle Gasser, Cory 
Hamilton, Mishan Han, David 
Hanson, Belle Heberling, Sharrie 
Heibl, Jim Knutson, Phil Kober, 
Erik Nielsen, Heide Powers,        
Rebecca Redmann, Stephen 
Redmann, Tessa Romanski and 
Jane Voss 

¶ to those in our regular music        
ensembles for their faithful dedi - 
cation to weekly rehearsals and 
regular participation in worship: 
Steadfast, Childrenõs Handchime 
Choir, GosBells, and the Sanctuary 
Choir  

 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP WALK  WRAP UP 

SAY THIS  10 TIMESñFAST...  
 

We had an outstanding 2009 CROP 
Walk Campaign!!  

 
Congratulations to the St. Stephenõs 

team of walkers, collectors and sup-
porters. This yearõs team, not only met 
the $1,000 team goal, they beat it by 
collectively raising $1,017.  

 
Coins for CROP campaign also had 

its own impressive collection. The Sun-
day School kids really demonstrated 
the òPower of the Pennyó by collecting 
almost $150 in coins!!! Thatõs A LOT of 
change!!! Way to go kids!!!  

 
Thank you to everyone who par-

ticipated! We couldnõt have met/beat 
our goal without YOU!!! So many   
people will be helped with the monies 
collected. Please keep those who may 
struggle with hunger issues in your 
prayers and continue to watch for     
opportunities to share.  

 
CROP: Communities Responding 

to Overcome Poverty.  
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Friday, November 20 

& Every 20th Day of the Month 

5:30-6:00 p.m. 
 

For All People of Faith 
Candlelight, Prayer, Readings, Song 

 St. Stephenõs Lutheran 

Church 
 

5700 Pheasant Hill Road 

Monona, WI  53716 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
         LUTEFISK  D INNER , B AZAAR & B AKE  SALE 

Where: Lakeview Lutheran Church, Mandrake Rd. & Northport Dr., Madison  
When: Friday, November 6 
Time:  11 a.m.ñ7 p.m. 
Lunch: Tickets: Adults ($15)/Children 6 -12 ($6)/Under 6 (FREE). The luncheon  

    includes lutefisk, meatballs, lefse, mashed potatoes/gravy, rutabaga,   
    coleslaw, cranberries, apple & pumpkin pie, coffee/milk  

Concert: 5-7 p.m. featuring Edvard Greig Chorus. Tickets are FREE and available  
    at the door. More info at www.lakeviewlutheranchurch.org.  

 

39 TH ANNUAL  LUNCHEON /B AZAAR/C OOKIE  WALK  
Where: Hope Lutheran Church, 3702 County Road AB, McFarland, WI  
When: Saturday, November 7 
Time:  Bazaar and Cookie Walk: 9 a.m.ñ1 p.m.  The Bazaar includes General/  

    Christmas Crafts, Bakery and Produce, and the Cookie Walk will be         
    selling cookies at $6.50 per pound. 

Lunch: 10:30 a.m.ñ1 p.m.  Tickets: Adults ($6)/Youth 4 -10 ($3)/Children 3 and  
    under are (FREE). The luncheon includes turkey stuffing casserole, assorted 
    salads, pickles/olives, rolls/butter, assorted pies and coffee/milk  

 

CHURCH  BAKE  SALE 
 Where:  Lake Edge Lutheran Church, 4032 Monona Dr., Monona, WI 
 When:  November 21 from 9-11 a.m. 
 Pastries: Pies, Lefse, Scandinavian Specialties, etc.  
 Plus:   Coffee Hour & Gently Used Childrenõs Book Sale 
 

ALZHEIMER õS ASSOCIATION  EVENT  
There will be a two -part workshop for families giving an overview of legal/financial 

issues for anyone caring for an older family member. Some topics include basic estate 
planning, covering trusts/wills; advance directives, guardianship, and various ways to 
pay for long -term care. Attorney Jeffrey Clark will present the sessions on Nov. 10 and 
Dec. 1, 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Middleton Senior Ctr. Free, but donations are appreciated. 
Advance registration requested at 608-232-3400. Visit www.alz.org/scwisc.  
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IN THE COMMUNITY 

HOSPICE CARE EVENTS  
 

HospiceCare Question-and-Answer Seminar: òHoliday Grief and Remembranceó 
 

The holiday season can be an especially painful time for people who are grieving. 
Learn ways to make it less painful at HospiceCareõs next seminar. The free, public semi-
nar will take place on Nov. 10, 6:30-8:00 p.m. at the Don & Marilyn Anderson  Hospice-
Care Ctr., 5395 E. Cheryl Parkway in Madison. Pre-registration is requested; please call 
Carrie Glantz, Public Affairs, at (608) 327-7202. 

 
Grief Support Groups for November 

 

In November, there will be four grief support group series and two recurring      
support groups for those grieving the death of a loved one. There will also be an         
informational seminar for caregivers. All groups are open to the public and free of 
charge but do require pre-registration unless otherwise noted. To register, call (608)  276
-4660 and ask to speak with a grief counselor. 

 

Pet Loss Support Group will be Tuesdays, Nov. 3ñDec. 1, 6-7:30 p.m.  and will 
meet at Memorial Pet Services, 4319 Twin Valley Road,  Middleton. 

 

Journey Through Grief will be held Tuesdays, Nov. 3ñDec. 15, 4-6 p.m. 
 

Grief Education/Support Group for Men will be held Wednesdays, Nov. 4ñDec. 9, 
6-8 p.m.  (this group will not meet Nov. 25). 

 

Spouse/Partner Loss Support Group will be held Mondays, Nov. 9 ñDec. 7, from  6
-8 p.m. 

 

Bridges Weekly Support Group is held every Wednesday, 9:30-11 a.m. Pre-
registration is not required.  

 

Young Widowõs Support Group will be held Nov. 5, 7 -9 p.m. at San Damianoõs, 
4123 Monona Drive in Madison.  

 

Caregiving Through the Holidays: 10 Ways to Reduce Stress will be held Nov. 17, 
6:30-8 p.m. 
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

                                      In this 

There was a funny skit that used   
to be on Saturday Night Live called, 
òThe Perfect Cheer.ó  It was a skit that 
usually included Will Ferrell and Cheri 
OõTeri.  They were high school cheer-
leaders and they often cheered for     
the most odd sports like chess and  
synchronized swimming.  It was very 
funny!  They were always looking for 
the perfect cheer.  In many ways it feels 
like that is my work these days in our 
òPreparing the Wayéó Capital Fund 
Appeal.  I suspect that I would have a 
hard time making my way on to any 
cheerleading squad:  I canõt jump, I 
canõt dance, but I guess I have a loud 
voice.  But this is no ordinary cheer-
leading either.  So as I ponder the    
perfect cheer for our Capital Fund   
Appeal I am thinking about all of the 
conversations Iõve had these past 
weeks with members of St. Stephenõs, 
the work of the incredible Committee, 
the wonderful temple talks, our goals 
set forth in this campaign, and our    
financial status to date.  In many ways 
it is not hard to cheerlead. 

We have a great congregation with 
many dedicated volunteers.  Ministry 
happens because people use their gifts 
to proclaim Godõs story of love in so 
many different ways, whether it is 
making sure that the building and 
grounds is beautiful and welcoming to 
visitors, or working with our children 
in Sunday School, serving the hungry 
on the east side of Madison through 
our Food Pantry, helping with the 
Road Home, or any number of serving 
opportunities in worship.  St. Stephenõs 
is a congregation that is vital.  You 
have continued to contribute to this 
ministry through actions and through 
giving.  Our finances are in good shape 
because you care.   

 
As we have witnessed this past 

month, our leadership is sound and 
good.  The òPreparing the Wayéó 
Capital Fund Appeal has grown out of 
the desire to care for this facility as we 
seek to be faithful to God in this minis-
try.  While we need to care for this fa-
cility -the roofs are that bad- we need to 
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FROM OUR PASTOR  

Together 

take care of our mortgage so that our 
debt will not consume us down  the 
road.  We can do this.  Through a variety 
of guests at the Finance Committee 
meetings, including commercial bankers 
and those who work with  not -for-profit 
organizations, we have learned about 
who we are and what our challenge is 
with our loan.  Our $500 thousand loan 
is a modest challenge.  It will accomplish 
both the work on the roof and immedi-
ate help with our monthly mortgage 
payments.  As we get our short-term 
goals accomplished, we will be able to 
turn towards debt reduction in three 
years.  I am excited about how this will 
free us up for the ministry opportunities 
in front of us including ministry to sen-
iors and youth and families.  Anchoring 
all of this appeal is the òrootednessó in 
the gospel and our commitment to tithe 
whatever we raise to the work of the 
ELCA.  Through this offering we reach 
out through the work of the ELCA to 
missions abroad and at home, to the 
work of the Hunger Appeal, to new 
church starts and new conversations.  I 
am proud of the value we continue to 

place on the proclamation of the gos-
pel and the work that God has placed 
in our hands. 

 
So, as I work to come up with the 

perfect cheer it might be pretty easy.  
Weõre in this together!  We value     
our call to ministry.  We value our 
membership: our youngest and our 
elders, our long-time members and 
our newest members, our every week 
attendees and those we see less often, 
our paid staff and our volunteers.    
Together we have what we need to do 
the work God calls us into.  Now that 
is a cheer!  Blessings to you! 

 
Peace, 
Pastor Tim 
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