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From Our Pastor

Telling

o0But vyou wil/ receive
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samai
and to the ends of th

As we prepare for the day of Pente-
cost this month, we find ourselves
wondering what it all might mean for us.
The obirthday of the
sometimes called, marks the story of the
gift of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples
foll owing Jesus® asce
fifty days foll owing
the disciples had been waiting, hiding,
and pondering what the news of Easter
meant for them and for the world. It
must have been an interesting time.
What were they to do? Jesus was alive,
again, and now ascended. How were
they to feel? These words from the first
chapter of Acts, spoken by Jesus before
his ascension reminded them of their call
to be storytellers.

OYou will be Thsycalwi t
is about sharing a story. Itis not simply a
job description, but rather that which
forms and shapes their lives. This is not a
job, which has a beginning and an end-
ing. Itis not a task to be completed, but
rather a way of living. The good news of
the resurrection is simply too good to

keep hidden. What the resurrection
means for the disciples, and | dare say
us, is that death has been defeated.
Jesus has righted the relationship
between humans and God once and
forever. No more do we have to live
with the allusion that we can work our
own way back to God. God has already
worked his way back to us! In a world
gone mad with individualism, where
we worry only about our own needs
and wants and our lives have become
centered on oursel
and liberating to hear the resurrection
good news!

Telling this good news ought to
flow from us naturally because it makes
a difference in our lives. This is not to
say that everything will then go great,
or we will be free from suffering. In
fact, many of the disciples were mar-
tyred for their witnessing. But what
this news does is remind us that we
have nothing to fear. In the end, we
have a God who will never leave us--a
God whose love for each of us is eternal.
How can we not be witnesses to that
story? How can we forget or refuse to
share that good news with our children,
or friends, or family that we know are
burdened by the pressures of the day.
In Christ we are free!
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From Our Pastor

The Story

But this news is not only for our i

o eenewsisno oy rour - Congratulations and

followers on that day were not only Thank yOU!

meant f or youWwlkbamy 0¢é

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Heide Powers has decided to retire

Samaria, and to the from directing Handchimes at St.

This call to be storytellers goes beyond Stephends. Hei de begar

our walls and into the world. Thisis a among us in 2001 and has played a

call to share this incredible news with significant role in helping children offer

neighbors and community. This is our their musical gifts to the congregation,

call to live out this good news in our as well as grow in their faith along the

lives and in our world. Outreach is way. We have benefited from her hard

rather simple. If the story has power work and dedication to our children

and meaning for us, then we simply and we want to say OTHH/

tell it so that others may hear it and be for your willingness to offer your gifts

graced by it, as we have been graced. in this way. On Sunday, May 9th, Heide

May your day of Pentecost remind you will have one more opportunity to lead

of Godds Spirit wor k herHandchime Choir, along with

and may you be i nf us handchimealumnae, during our wor-

grace again to share the good news. ship services. We will also be having a
special coffee in her honor between the

Peace, first two services on that day. Please

come and thank Heide for all she has

/[ : done for our children and for this

ministry!

Pastor Tim May 9t
Handchimes: 8 and 10 worship

Coffee Reception: 9:10 am
Happy Birthday, again!
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Our Life Together

Welcome to the
Lor dos

St. Stephends
pleased to offer communion at all Sunday
services every week as an important
chance to receive promises from our Lord,
to Otaste and see t he

As part of our ongoing awareness of
what it means to receive this amazing gift,
we have offered communion instruction
classes for children each spring. On the 4th
Sunday of Easter, April 25, these students
gat hered together ar
Benjamin Davies Hudson, Jacob Fisher,
Lily Freeland, Grace Gunther, Benjamin
Moen, and Kadin Powers.

Congratulations! We are honored to be
united with you in this meal!

cont i

Supper'!

nues to be

Opening Day

The official opening day for this 3rd
growing season of t Ao
Community Garden is May 1 at 9 a.m.
Wedd |l ove it i f any
would like to join us in celebrating the
opening of the garden, and take some

time to walk around
doing. Youdd be wel c.
planting our childr®:

children would be most welcome!!! For
the childrends garde.l
any donations of plants. Some of the

pl ants wedre | ooking
Butterfly Bush, Bee Balm, Purple Cone-
flower (Echinacea), Blazing Star Liatris,
Blue Columbine, Daylilies and Dwarf
Daylilies, Shasta Daisies, Little Blue-

stem, Phlox. Contact Garden Registrar
Kristen Davies for more information:
kristenok18@yahoo.com/215-1323.

through ELCAOS

your oextraso to our

Plants and Cows for Sunday School!

J'| The Sunday School kids are organizing a fundraiser to buy a COW
Godods
of your perennials, or if you have any extra bedding plants, please consider donating
fundrai si
services on May 9th. For more info or questions, contact Brent Ruffridge at bruffridge
@charter.net/221-4742, or Becky Mitchell at becky7matt@gmail.com/222-4325.

Gl obal Bar nyar d|.

ng efforts|
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Our Life Together

Pipe
TT Organ

What began in 1992 as a memorial from the estate of Ed and Irene Thomas for a
pipe organ has come full circle.

In 1996, a committee was formed to select a builder. We traveled near and far,
looking, listening and playing organs from different builders. We were guided
through the process by our consultant, Dr .
selected Manuel Rosales to be our builder, and a contract was signed on December 21,
2001. Manuel is well known throughout the organ world for meticulous design and
outstanding tonal finishing of his organs. Charles Clancy of Walnut Grove, CA com-
pleted the design of the casework and facade following the initial concept of an organ
by Didier Grassin.

Manuel selected Parsons Pipe Organs to carry out his design, and they constructed
the beautiful instrument that is in our sanctuary today. This organ required approxi-
mately 13,000 hours to design, build and install. It is a freestanding, mechanical action
(tracker) organ. There are 1755 pipes (30 ranks). The organ stands 25 feet tall and
weighs approximately 18,000 pounds.

It arrived at St. Stephends on a very cold
played for services a few weeks later on Christmas Eve, with just 3 stops available.
The organ was finally completed in May of 2006, and we celebrated with a grand
dedicatory recital by world renowned organist David Schrader. Since then, we have
had a number of programs and recitals featuring our organ, including the annual
Korbitz Recital series which has featured Kathy Handford from Lawrence University
Conservatory of Music, and Dr. David Lamb of Columbus, IN.

Through gifts, big and small, and with the faithful stewardship, guidance and
dedi cation of the St. Stephends Foundati on,
Thanks be to God for the gift of music, and for many ways in which this magnificent
instrument enhances our worship and praise to the glory of God.
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Music Notes

Music Ministry Potluck

Al musicians, past, present and future,
Ministry Potluck on Wed., May 26, 6 p.m. at the home of Dennis Douglas and Mike
Brannan, 5104 Winnequah Road in Monona. Anyone who has played or sung this past
year is welcome to attend with their family, as well as anyone who is considering par-
ticipating in our Music Ministry next fall. BBQ chicken will be served, and you are
asked to bring a dish to share (hot dish, dessert, salad, chips). Please RSVP to Dennis at
the church (2221241 ext. 16) or home (22:6710). Come join us for great fellowship and
food. We hope to see you there!

Summer Music Ministry

Our program year comes to a close on Pentecost Sunday (May 23rd) with both the
Sanctuary Choir and GosBells sharing their musical gifts. Please be sure to thank the
many musicians of St. Stephends who give g
talent. While our regular choirs take a well -deserved summer break, Music Ministry
continues throughout the summer. Please consider sharing your gifts of music in the
following ways: Summer Choir sings once a month, rehearsing 30 minutes prior to the
service. Singers ofall ages and abilities are welcome, and families are encouraged to
sing together. We also have apick -up choir for each BBQ & Soul Food Service.
Cantors, soloists, and instrumentalists are all encouraged to share their time and gifts,
even if you have never done so before. If you are interested, please speak to Dennis
Douglas.

Handbell Concert at St
The Madison Area Concert Handbells (MACH) is proud to present its Spring
Concert Series, ORinging with the Stars! o
Stephends. Tickets are available in advanc

Imports. Advance tickets: Adults $12, Seniors (60+) and Students $9. At the door,
Adults $15, Seniors/Students $12. Children 16 and under are free! Bring your family
and friends to what will be a wonderful afternoon of glorious music. Any donations of
treats for a reception after the concert are much appreciated!

For All The Saints d May, 20108 Page6



Our Life Together

ate

Stirring the Spirit Within

Bold Café at McFarland
House Café!

Ladies, join us for our May Bold
Café gathering on Tuesday, May 18th at
McFarland House Café (5923 Exchange
St., McFarland) at 6:30 p.m. We have
reserved their private meeting area, and
we will order from the menu (dinner
and/or coffee). We will discuss the
wisdom of different generations and
how our lives are enriched by these
connections. (All ages of women are
invited!) You may find the topic at
www.boldcafe.org (the hot topic for
May 2010). Leave your Bold Café mug
at home but bring your donation for
The Road Homefi mends or
razors/shavers. So that McFarland
House can plan for numbers, please see
sign up at church or call the church
office.

WO

English

Ladies Tea Party

Ladies of St.
gathering on Sun., May 23, from 3-5 p.m. ,
for delicious treats and tea, entertainment
and lively conversations. Come and min-
gle with new and old members of St.
Stephends, daughters
friends and neighbors. This is an intergen-
erational event. Dress up or come as you
are. Hats, gloves, dresses not required, but
encouraged, to go with our fun theme.
Sign-ups will be posted in the narthex
beginning in May or RSVP to Jane Dohler
(222-3794).

Construction Update

The Building & Grounds Committee
has been busy with two big projects! The
Sunday School wing renovations are al-
most donefi be sure to check out the fresh
paint, new lights and beautiful carpet and
tile. And stick your head into the Food
Pantry for a look, too! The roof is also
nearly doneii leak free for the first time in
years! Thank you for your contributions to
the OPreparing the
Appeal that make this work possible for
the sake of our ministry!
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Our Life Together

LUTHERDALE NEWS
May 15 i s Camp oWor k¢

Come out and help prepare the way for summer camp at Lutherdale. There will
be plenty of work projects to go around for all levels of experience. Skilled trades
accepted with a smile. Lunch will be provided. RSVP by calling the camp at 262-742-
2352 or email info@lutherdale.org. I f youdd |Iike to carpopl
church office.

A\l
-

Open House June 6

Lutherdale will be hosting an open house on June 6. Worship will take place at
11:00 a.m. This will also include a dedication of the new high ropes course.

Lutherdale Bible Camp
Whods Going When?

1 6th graders (and pastors) are going for a Living Waters Confirmation Camp
June 27July 2

1 A group of boys (7th -9th grade) are spending the week of July 2530

1 Six elementary school students are registered for mini three-day camps

For chances at games, songs, campfires, canoeing, feeding farm animals, and faith
in Godds great outdoors, there are stildl c
registration in ASAP! Visit www.lutherdale.org to see more.

Can you Canoe?

‘- There are still spots for the Boundary Waters canoe groups, July 1823. For
g $340, everything except clothing is provided. No expertise neededfi just a
= desire to get out in Godods wilderness:
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Our Life Together

Congregational Meeting

At 9:10 on May 16, we will hold a
Congregational Meeting with two agenda
items. First is a finalized clarification to
our constitution. Second is electing two
additional voting members for Synod
Assembly, June 56 in Wisconsin Dells.

Madison Area
Job Transition

Join a biweekly gathering to provide
skills that allow job seekers to find new
positions faster and provide essential emo-
tional support that helps them maintain a
positive attitude. The program is free and
open to everyone, meeting the 1st and 3rd
Saturdays of the month at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church, 5701 Raymond Rd.,
Madison (corner of Whitney Way & Ray-
mond Roadfi 1.4 miles south of the Belt-
line on Whitney Way). Meetings start at 9
a.m. Upcoming topics include:

May 1st i Using the Internet Effectively in
Job Search and Researching Potential Em-
ployers

May 15/ Building an Accomplishment
Based, Interview Getting Resume

Living the Questions
Group?

Throughout this program year, our
Sunday morning sessions featuring the
oLiving the Questio
have received rave reviews as a great
way to wonder together about some of
the hardest aspects of our faith. Now,
we are looking to form a more cohe-
sive group to deepen the conversation.
Can you commit to a seven-week unit?
A group will be forming soon to figure
out when to meet. If you are interested,
sign up or contact a pastor.

Bi bl e

Hey, guys! Dondt
chance for a beer and some conversa-
tion. Bring a Bible at 8:00 p.m. on
Thursday, May 13 to
Monona Drive!

Me nods
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Our Life Together

Seasoned Saints

Fifteen of us, including
Pastor Edward Johnson,
gathered at the Monona Garden Restau-
rant on Sat., April 17th for a wonderful
time of food and fellowship. It was great
to see everyone there, and judging from
all of the laughter that was heard, a good
time was had by all. Our next gathering
will be on Saturday, June 26th at 12:00
noon. Details will follow in the next
newsletter. i Mike Brannan

Middle East

I f you dondot know
cares about the Middle East, about who
our Palestinian brothers and sisters are,
about what the ELCA is doing, then plan

to come watch a grea
Wall sé6 on Sunday, Ma
you do know, youol |l
And dondt forget a

Prayer Vigil for Peace and Justice in the
Middle East on the 20th of every month,
5:30:6:00. This month the chance for
prayers and peace songs is on a Thurs-
day.

Youth Education
Year Ending

The last session of Confirmation is
a family meal night, on Wednesday,
May 5, 6:30-8:00. Sixth graders and
families will also join us that night!
Sunday classes for PreConfirmation
and for Sunday School continue
through May 16. Sermon pull -out time
with special activities for children will
continue through t
always a good idea to worship as a
family!

he

Summer
Outdoor Worship

Weekends can fill up in the sum-
mer , so weodore offerin
worship opportunity.
chance to gather in the evening at Frost
Woods Beach (a park on the lake at the ¢
end of Owen Rd.) for a short worship e o
service amid Godods cr
info on services beginning in June.

Food Pantry Needs

The Food Pantry is very low on

( blastic bags and brown paper
grocery bags. Do you have some
to share?
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Our Life Together

Summer Reading
Pilgrim at Tinker Creek

Looking for a great book for sum-
mer? Annie Dillard won a Pulitzer
Prize in 1975 for Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
Written in the form of a journal, she
tries to understand God by chronicling
the seasons in Vir
Mountains and by exploring the
paradoxical coexistence of beauty and
meaningless death.

On Tuesday
gather outside to chat about what we
are reading. Copies will be available at
church soon for $12.

Oakwood Village
Congrats, Lee!

Each year Oakwood Lutheran
Homes recognizes with an Outstanding
Service Award somebody who has
made significant contributions of ser-

gi

evening

Wedr e

Hel ping

Find out more on May 2

Refugee families are arriving in the
Madison area from Bhutan. Along with
Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin,
St . Stephends will
immigrants settle here. To find out
what is needed and how you can help,
come to Adult Enrichment at 9:10 on
Sunday, May 2. Stay tuned for other
important needs!

be

...and May 7

There is also a synodwide event
on Friday, May 7, at Midvale Lutheran
from 11:00 a.mf 2:30 p.m. on
OWel coming the
will include information on what is
involved in welcoming a refugee
family, but also will feature a presenta-
tion with Stephen Bouman. He is a
phenomenal speaker some of you may
have heard at Synod Assembly two
years ago. I f youdd I i

vice and support tOW gay please call the church or synod
ministry to older persons. We are office to RSVP.

pleased and proud to share that this

yeards Award was Pprescinicu Lu Lcc

Johnson. Congratulations, Lee!

For All The Saints d May, 20108 Pagell

Strangert



Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 353,232
Principal Paid to Date 269,326
Remaining Balance $1,110,318

Upcoming Deployment

Beginning in June, please keep Nick
Brewer in your prayers as he will be
deploying to Irag.

Preparing the Way
(through 1st quarter)

$ 41,907
$ 47,757

Pledged to Date
Received to Date

{" Recently Hospitalized

Gloria Kopplin, Gary Geil, Patricia
Carey, Diana Helmenstine, Dennis
St. John

O Sympathy
) To those who mourn the death of:

James Helmenstine, Elizabeth Oren,
Helen Rivard, Hazel Anderson, Allen
Ogden, Bob Grefshein, Sada Zerbel

St Stephenods
Organ Fund

Pipe Organ Project $ 532,401

Paid Foundation Funds (1492,10%

Not Funded as of 3/2006 $ 40,296

Current Donations 40,296

Funds Needed for Completion $ 0

Special Gifts Received

Organ Fund: Janice/Earl Schoff, Nola
Jacobson; Scott/Pamela Holmgren;
Richard/Virginia Wolter (in memory of
Janice Niederkorn); Ralph/Pamela Zebell
(in memory of Dor a
Hanson (in memory of Rollie); Pamela/
Steven Vorass; Jeanette Strassman, Ron/
Phyllis Unmacht

Augusta Victoria Hospital: Terry/Beverly
Fuller; Esther Wardale, Doris Bruns, Carol
Anderson, Doris/Bill Brendler, Steve/
Karen Day, Dave/Jane Dohler, Lynn/
Lorran Celley, Lisa/Kevin Gasser, Steve
Gasser/Ann Schroeder, Roger/Nancy
Kinson, Glen/Sally Lee, Mike/Cyndi
Littel, Rebecca/Matt Mitchell, Tom
Moran, Connie Newman, Ed/Edie
Ro@cki, Garglka Aiufi D&versigne
Thompson, Terry/Maren Tiffany, Bill/
Sharron Heibl

G

Birth

fomy) Levi Lucas Gower,
son of Elizabeth and Luke Gower

Wedding Congrats!

Sarah Mork & Jeff Semmens on
April 24
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With a Thankful Heart:

to the following who helped prepare and
serve the funeral lunch for family/friends

of James Helmenstine: Lu Schroeder, Sally
Iverson, Sandy Knesting, Carol Koscik,
Dorry Evans, Carol Wiskowski, Janice
Johnson, Sylvia Reinholdt, Phyllis Seiler,
Judy Benzine

to student Mari Mitchell who with Phyllis
Seiler, Becky Mitchell, Lisa & Steve
Gasser, Donna Schroeder and Danny
Mercer prepared/served a lunch of ham &
scalloped potatoes, fruit and green salads
and vegetables to 62 homeless and hungry
people at the Wil-Mar Ctr. on April 17

to the following for their participation in

the Easter Prayer Vigil: Julie Buss, Suzy
Hanson, Lexie Teschan, Jan Johnson, Ron
Schroeder, Dolores Gust, Nancy Kinson,
Jo Hanson, Connie Newman, Dorry

Evans, Christa Fisher, Heide/Sydney/
Jordan Powers, Doris Brendler, Kevin
Miller, Angela Heyworth & Rena Clark

to Dorry Evans, Jo Hanson, Barb Kepler,
Dorothy Georgeson, and Pastors Nick and
Tim for praying Lenten Prayer Requests

to the following musicians for their gifts of
time and talent in April: Michael
Brannan,Kristen Davies, David Hanson,
Chris Hudson, Steve Gamblin, Belle
Heberling, Sharrie Heibl, Jim Knutson,
Heide Powers, Rebecca Redmann and Jim
Reichling

to the Sanctuary Choir for their hard work
and extra preparation and participation in
the many Holy Week services

to the Childrends Ha
their wonderful gift of music at the 10 a.m.
service April 18

to those in our regular music ensembles

for their faithful dedication to weekly
rehearsals and regular participation in
wor ship: Steadfast, th
Handchime Choir, GosBells and
Sanctuary Choir
1 Special thanks to David Hanson and
the Perfect Fifth Brass for their won-
derful oMountain of Fo
Concertdé on April 18.
raised from this concert went directly
to our Food Pantryds 0
Foodo6 drive.
9 to all who helped host 5 homeless
families at the Road Home
9 to worshippers, those who helped with
services, those who cleaned, those who
served great food and all who took
part in important times of Holy Week

Dear Members of St. St ey

We have received your gift to us of
$650. We want you to know how much
your regular generosity as a partner
congregation means to us and how much
it helps us. Thank you so very much! We
hope you are proud of the work we do in
your name on this campus. It is a privilege
to share the good news ¢
this setting just as it is to share that grace
through your congregatic
Thank you for your partnership.

In Christ,

Pr. Brent Christianson
Lutheran Campus Center
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From Our Pastor

| am

|t turns out t hat I
ltds not the | abel
receive, based on goofy facial hair,
colorful Chuck Taylor shoes, bicycling

about, and whatnot.

But it occurred to me while on
sabbaticali and has been daily rein-
forcedfi that it is true that | must be
a conservative.

What prompted the thought this week
was being crouched out in my yard
plucking the heads off dandelions and
using a little hand tool to pry up the
long roots. And my yard, it seems, has
an endless supply of dandelions.

Acacia apparently thought it was an
uphill struggle, and even suggested we
could invite some students over for a
l'iving exampl e
looks like.

of

But it was occurring to me that it was a
strong matter of principle. | could have
dumped on the pesticides. That would
have saved time. | was even wondering
how much that small amount would

really matter to the world. But |
coul dndét bring mys
To help explain, | have the same
conundrum when it is below zero or
rainy outside. | try to tell myself that
itds fine to drive
conscience just
with it. So | bundle up or put on rain
gear and then head out into the cold or
wet . And I 6m al wa

Such uncompromising principles it
seems most often result in a conserva-
tive | abel in our
with open to anything, always free to
adapt, maybe even wishy-washy.
oConservative, 6
footing of standing by your values
no matter what. (Admittedly, neither
of these terms is comprehensive.
Some see
interested in
Oprogressiveso

ho

ocon
as

What has been further occurring to

me is that our values are indeed subject
to our choice and personal emphasis.
We are always able to decide what our
bottom line is.
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From Our Pastor

a Conservative

And for me, substantially during sab- l'tdés also important for
batical, my uncompromising conviction his article is not about making you
is that this world is a place God has follow my principles. Itis, however,
called very good. Sitill, instead of work- intended to remind us to take faith
ing to serve and protect that goodness, seriously, to ask the question of what
we often work against God and make God intends for our lives, and not to let
things bad. If that is what is defined that answer be brushed aside with per-
for me as most important, then | have mi ssive attitudes of 0Oa
to do what | can, stand firm, and any
compromise becomes much more So | invite you to ponder your princi-
difficult. (Though neither must we ples and engage your values. Clearly
forget the forgiveness and reconcilia- they may not be the same as mine.
tion in Christ; s ome Butstllyoumayaskyourself: Whatis
last forever!) your center, and how does your faith
relate to that? What are you free to do?
It does, of course, move into immedi- What are you bound by your
ately more complex ethical questions. conscience to do? What should you
Using a bit of weed-killer may not make give up, and to what should you cling
God furious. It may even stop invasive more closely? What are your uphill
species. It may be small potatoes battles in life? What are the foolish
compared to the f act thingsyoumustkeepdoing? Whereis
organic. Or that how many trees God calling you to continue acting, no
needed to be logged to send you this matter what? How does your ultimate
newsletter. Or that our country is hope shape your expectations?
leading the race toward altering the
climate of our planet. When we truly Christ, after all, is risen indeed. Does it

hold our principl es, meannothingelse matters? What will
solution of oOpretty make you sing, Alleluia!

enough. 6 ;
) “"n’CL+nick
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

STAFF
Tim Hansen, Senior Pastor
Nicholas Utphall, Associate Pastor
Dennis Douglas, Director of Music Ministries
Rebecca Redmann, Adult Choir Director
Heide Powers, Handchimes Director
Jane Voss, Church Secretary
Karl Cinlar, Custodian
Judy Benzine, Food Pantry
Jennifer Boll, Nursery
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