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From Our Pastor

A Faithful

I believe the creeds are wrong.

By definition, that makes me a heretic.
But don’t kindle fires at any stakes just
yet. First hear me out.

With the Apostles” Creed, I say that “I
believe in God the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.” ButI don’t
believe that.

The Nicene Creed begins by saying that
“We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is seen and unseen.” But that
misses the mark.

These creeds have been around for 1600
years or more, definitive of what true
faith is. ButI believe they get it wrong.
(The slightly later Athanasian Creed, by
the way, seems to do much better.)

God is always one. In their first few
words, the creeds are right: “We believe
in God —one God.”

But when we immediately tack on “...the
Father.” Then we’ve messed it up. The
Father doesn’t create. God does.
“Father” is not the same as “Creator.”
The Father is not the “one God.” God is

always “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,”
when creating or otherwise.

Think of drawing a line between God
and everything else. More clearly, draw
it between Creator and everything that
was created. If we put the Father on one
side of that line but leave the Son and
Spirit on the other side, along with us
and nebulae and porcupines, then that
splits apart God in a way we can’t do.
Our Scriptures present God as three
persons, but the creeds end up dividing
something that can’t be divided, dissect-
ing God.

Almost all of the language we have of
God as Father comes in the New Testa-
ment, much from the Gospel of John.
Here, “Father” is in relation to Jesus as
Son. God is not Father similar to Mother
Earth, as the oldest one from whom we
come. We don’t know the Father be-
cause he made us, but because we are
“joint heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17).
We know the Father because of the Son.
In Jesus, we see one who has crossed the
divine/creature line so that we may
know what it is to share in God’s
inheritance.
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From Our Pastor

Heretic?

That's all fine, but this may be a good
point for the question, “so what?!”
None of you has asked me Trinitarian
questions lately. I would also presume
that you haven’t been pressed to give
authoritative answers on the Trinity in
your daily lives. Clearly, we aren’t
committed enough to the concerns to
be burning each other at the stake.

But it does make a difference. The
Father is God. The Son is God. The
Holy Spirit is God. One God. AsI'm
fishing at the cabin over Memorial Day
weekend, I won’t just be spending
time with the Father amid the creation.
It is not just a Father who created it,
setting it in motion and spending time
outdoors with bluegills and sunsets
and me, leaving the Son and the Spirit
to worry about the other stuff. It is all
thanks to one God: the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.

More vitally, if we equate “God” sim-
ply with “Father,” the Son and Spirit
become extras, as if the Father just
outsources to Jesus and the Spirit as
helpful additional subcontractors. But
if Jesus wasn’t really God, then the
incarnation is non-existent. The

crucifixion is just a sad, if courageous,
story. The resurrection in many ways is
emptied of its promise. Any of it
could’ve been a mistake, rather than
God'’s suffering and God’s ongoing
work, of God’s identity in this world for
us. The whole witness of God in our
world for our sake collapses.

This is not about peering behind masks.
God’s character is in one who died on
the cross and who today bothers to draw
us into that same way of living in rela-
tionships in this world. This is who God
is, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

This is most certainly true!

+nick
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Our Life Together

VBS IS GDDG!
June 14 -18

Vacation Bible School is “Getting
Down and Dirty with God” this year!
We'll meet the week after school gets out,
3:00 to 6:00 each day. Our program, built
around Psalm 104, will give kids of all ages
a chance to be in touch with God’s
world —sky, waters, plants, animals.

All are welcome!

Tuesday Summer Fun
Starts June 15!

Throughout the summer on Tuesdays,
children, families, and everybody is
invited to St. Stephen’s! Activities will
include kickball kickoffs, volleyball games,
bonfires with camp songs, and more. The
first event is Taco Tuesday, June 15, begin-
ning at 6:00 (after VBS).

Sense of Place
Grant Study Group

The Sense of Place group is doing some
good pondering about what makes our
neighborhoods special and how this place
promotes our praise with all of creation.
One final session of asset mapping to
determine a project is scheduled for June 1
at 6:30. Join us!

Oil Spill Prayers

A special prayer service for the oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico will be
Thursday, June 3 at 7:00.

Synod Assembly
June 5 -6

The congregations of the South-
Central Synod of WI gather in annual
assembly at the Kalahari Resort in
Wisconsin Dells Saturday and Sun-
day, June 5 and 6. The theme question
is “Where will God'’s love take you?”
The keynote speaker is the president
of Lutheran World Relief. Events
include worship, workshops, debate
on the work and business of the
synod, and fun interactions.

From St. Stephens, you'll notice
that Pastors Tim and Nick are gone.
Edward Johnson will preach at our
three services that Sunday. Voting
members from St. Stephen’s are Teri
O’Connor and Rebecca & Stephen
Redmann. Members Cory Hamilton,
Sara Yotter, and Marilon Krebs will be
hard at work as part of synod staff, as
will Connie Kilmark, the synod Vice-
President. Musicians from St.
Stephen’s will enliven worship. And
Anders will be swimming.

For All The Saints - June, 2010 - Page 4




Our Life Together

New Members

Drew & Bethany Anderson come to
St. Stephen’s through their friendship
with Pastor Tim. Drew is a graduate
student and enjoys reading, sports events
(participating and viewing), movies, and
politics. Bethany works at the box office
at the Overture Center and enjoys reading,
movies, exploring Madison and getting
involved. Drew & Bethany look forward
to thought-provoking sermons, service
and community opportunities at St.
Stephen’s.

Debra McCann comes to St. Stephen’s
through her parents, Ron & Lu Schroeder.
She is a cosmetologist and her interests
include being a member of Madison
Monona Lioness and being involved in
community service and fundraising. She
appreciates the friendliness and sincerity
of the members here at St. Stephen’s.

Beverly Severson discovered St.
Stephen’s when she was taking a walk
one day. She is a medical receptionist and
her interests include: dancing, walking,
flowers, and meeting with friends and
family. She is looking forward to group
worship here at St. Stephen’s.

Concert at
Olbrich Gardens

Here’s another great opportunity
for St. Stephen’s women of all ages to
get to know each other better. We will
meet at Olbrich Botanical Gardens for
their Tuesday Summer Concert series
on June 15. Bring a lawn chair or
blanket, a picnic item to share with the
group and your own beverage. Plates
and silverware will be provided. We
will gather at 6:00 for a shared picnic,
followed by reggae music by Tony
Brown at 7:00. Join us for a fun evening
of good food, good music and great
company.

Hey Men!

All guys are invited to meet at
Tully’s IT on Monona Drive at 8:00 p.m.
on Thursday, June 10 for a beer, some
conversation, and a bit of Bible study.

E-Waste

A Dane County recycling event for
all your old electronics will be Satur-
day, June 19, 8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the
Alliant Energy Center.
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Our Life Together

Hallelujah!
Your 2010 Mountain of Food total is
1023 Cases of Food

The St. Stephen’s Food Pantry thanks
each of you for your generous contribu-
tions to our Mountain of Food. We set a
goal of 900 cases and we received 1023
cases for a total cost of $7,900. Also, we
exceeded the 2009 total of 1016 cases for a
cost of $7,800. Amazing! We are very
grateful to all who support this mission
for caring for those in need. We needed
$3,200 for our Thrivent grant application
in order to receive a grant for $1,600.

To save postage costs, we decided not
to send a thank you to each of you but
send our thanks in this newsletter. Please
know your gifts are greatly appreciated
by all the Pantry volunteers and the cli-
ent’s we serve. Your gifts have been
noted on your envelope giving report.
We also wish to express our thanks to the
60 volunteers who work so hard to make
this ministry possible. —Food Pantry Bd.

Prayer Vigil for Peace

Sunday, June 20, please plan to gather
5:30-6:00 for our monthly peace vigil.
Palestinians and Israelis desperately need
your prayers.

Olive News

Jars of olives are now on sale at
church for $2. A new pressing of olive
oil is arriving. This is the news from
Palestine: Olives bear in alternate years,
and 2009 was a low yield, plus the last
year of a three year drought (and the Is-
raelis take all the ground water anyway).
A nasty hot wind in May took all the
blossoms off the tréesot just olives, but
almonds, lemons, everything. We still pay
our farmers a fair trade and an organic
premium over market prices. Some of the
farmers had no olive oil to sell, just enough
for their families. This fall we can already
tell will be a good harvest. Prices will mod-
erate next year. We just have to get
through this difficult yearNewly arriv-
ing larger bottles of both types of olive
oil will be $20.

Seasoned Saints Picnic

The “Seasoned Saints” of St.
Stephen’s are invited to a picnic on
Sat., June 26 at 12:00 noon at the home
of Mike Brannan and Dennis Douglas,
5104 Winnequah Road in Monona. No
need to bring anything! Just come for a
time of wonderful fellowship and
great food. Please RSVP to Mike at 228
-6710. See you there!
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Our Life Together

Mitri Raheb,

Bethlehem Pastor
Saturday, June 12

Dynamic speaker Mitri Raheb,
pastor of Christmas Lutheran Church in
Bethlehem, is returning to Wisconsin.
You may have heard him on a trip to
the Holy Land or at synod assembly
in 2008. At a workshop at Messiah
Lutheran on Cottage Grove Road, 10:00
-2:00 on Saturday, June 12, he will speak
on Palestinian history, conflicting scrip-
tural questions, and God’s promise. It
will be a great workshop.

The $30 registration fee includes
lunch. Register by June 9 by contacting
the synod office: vickih@scsw-elca.org.
or 270-0201.

If that event does not work for you,
Presbyterians and UCC are also hosting
events. Contact one of the pastors or the
office for other info.

Rev. Edward Johnson

Rev. Johnson has agreed to con-
tinue helping us with Senior Visitation
Ministries. Although his hours will be
reduced to six hours per week, now
that Nick has returned from sabbatical,
the Ministry Board found his work to
be helpful in re-connecting on a more
regular basis with our shut-ins and
therefore saw the need to further his
work with our seniors. Our demo-
graphics, at this time, certainly bear
out a need for this kind of ministry.
Rev. Johnson will carry on with visit-
ing homebound members of St.
Stephen’s, helping with communion
worship services at a variety of senior
housing complexes in the area, and
assisting in pastoral coverage. Edward
has done excellent work in deepening
the relationship between our ongoing
ministries at St. Stephen’s and those
who are unable to attend on a regular
basis. Thank you Rev. Johnson for
your willingness to be a part of our
mission and ministry! Welcome, again!

Bike to Church!

< Wisconsin Bike to Work week is June 6-11. Again, we're spreading Bike to
Church Sunday on both ends of that! Come by Pedal Power to worship on
Sunday, June 6 and/or June 13! Last year almost 60 of you joined Pastor
Nick in biking. Pray for friendly weather!
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Our Life Together

WATCH OUT!
BBQ & Soul Food is Coming!

Dark clouds are a-forming
and here is your warning:
don’t let it seem rude

here comes some Soul Food!
And this is the news —HEY!
It's back on Tuesdays.

It will be fine

on June 22 & 29

Even more will be seen

on July 6 & 13.

Many lips, many licks:
potluck suppers start at 6.
Don’t call it heavenly,
outdoor worship at 7. (Ee!)

Pilgrim at Tinker Creek
Great Summer Reading!

Looking for God in the abundant life
and also the deaths of the Appalachian
woods, Annie Dillard’s explorations are
poetic, beautiful, and a modern classic.
Books are available for $12. We will have
two conversations at 9:10 on Sunday
mornings. Read through chapter 8 for
June 13 and the rest for June 27.

Lawn Chair

Worship
Begins June 10

At Frost Woods Beach this summer
we’ll have a monthly outdoor midweek
worship service. The first is Thursday,
June 10 at 7:00. Bring a lawn chair for a
short worship service with God’s crea-
tion, including fish, sunset, trees (and
maybe mosquitoes). Other dates are
July 15 and August 26. To get to the
beach, follow Owen Road past the
church to the lake!

Bhutanese Family

By the time you read this, St.
Stephen’s will have welcomed a Bhu-
tanese family to Madison. They arrived
May 27, and we’ve been collecting
supplies to make an apartment home.
The Chauhan family has two parents
and five daughters. If you'd like to help
in any way, call church!

The Natural Step

The Natural Step is a framework to
think about sustainability in small
groups. Monona kicks off its 10th round
of study circles in mid-June. For more
info, visit www.tnsmonona.com.
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Our Life Together

St. Stephends Fou
Scholarships Awarded

Trustees of St. Stephen’s Foundation announce the awarding of eight college
scholarships totaling $2,800 for the 2010-2011 academic year to the following students:

From the General and Wiskowski Scholarship Funds:

Tessa Romanski - Luther College - Pre-Law

Rebecca Teschan - Madison Area Technical College - Undecided

Rachel Wedeward - Ripon College - English

Alexandra (Lexie) Teschan - Madison Area Technical College - Youth Ministry

From the Irene B. Thomas Fund:

Karin Hansen - St. Olaf - Pre-Vet; Biomedical Studies
JunFeng Hou - UW Madison - Chemistry

Brittany Oren - UW Oshkosh - Biology or Chemistry
Jordan Wink - UW Whitewater - Biology

The St. Stephen’s Foundation is grateful for contributions it receives to enable it to
continue to provide awards to eligible students. We encourage contributions to any of
the above-mentioned funds (or the establishment of a new fund) to assure continued
distribution of scholarship awards.

The students who receive these awards are excellent scholars and the financial
help provided by these scholarships takes some of the burden off of them to allow for
more concentrated study.

Awards will be distributed at the 10:00 a.m. service on Sunday, June 13, 2010.

Graduating Seniors

Also on Sunday, June 13 at 10:00, we will recognize graduating seniors: Sam
Bahler, Angela Boushea, Katherine Duffey, Luke Gasser, Mara Grams, Karin Hansen,
Teresa Romanski, Haylee Schaefer, Stephanie Slinde and Jordan Wink.
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Thanks To All Who Provided Geraniums

Tom & Pam Aldrich  in honor of our children & grandchildren and in
memory of our parents; Hazel Anding in memory of husband LaVane
Anding; Dave Baumgartner in memory of Bob, Lauren, Bill, Wayne; Dick
& Judy Benzine in honor of our children & grandchildren; Tom & Jean
Boehnen in honor of our children; Ernie & Ginger Bollinger in honor of
our children & grandchildren; Mike Brannan & Dennis Douglas in memory of our
parents; Colleen Clark in memory of Scott Clark, Condell Clark, Angie Forsberg; Steve
& Karen Day in memory of William H. Day, Victor & Armella Riek; Jane & Dave
Dohler in memory of Eleonore Hartman; Dennis Douglas in honor of all St. Stephen’s
musicians; Joann & John Esserin honor of Minnie & Vincent Esser and in memory of
Delphine Beauchene; Bea & Don Fadness in memory of our parents; Jessie Lou Gasser
in memory of Louie & Jessie Freeling, Rufus & Jeanette Gasser; Ken & Wava Grinde ;
Gene & Jo Hanson in honor of our children & grandchildren and in memory of our
parents; Frances Healy in honor of my children; Joyce Jennings Currier in honor of
Joel Jennings & family, Jay Jennings & family and in memory of grandparents, parents,
mother-in-law /father-in-law; Janice & Lee Johnsonin memory of parents; Marsha &
Jim Klinke in memory of Dorothy Pierce, Trudy Klinke; Jim & Ruth Knutson in
memory of Geo & Betty Knutson, Gerhard & Dorothy Fischer; Marjorie Lanphear in
memory of David Smith, Isabel Lanphear; Glen & Sally Lee in honor of Nadia & Anna
Lee and in memory of Ed Thomas; Anne Leske in honor of Iris & Hannah (College
Grads) and in memory of Charles & Evelyn Rowley; Julie Lukosaitis ; Jan & Gordy
McChesney in memory of our parents; Kiana Meinholz in memory of dad Chad
Meinholz; Curt & Rhonda Mork in memory of Marcia Faulmann; Nancy & Clair Oren
in memory of daughter Kathy Oren Esse; Gary & Barb Powers in honor of Sally
Iverson and her wonderful family; Cheryl Schiltz in honor of children everywhere
who need love, guidance, and dreams of a wonderful future; Donna & Jim Schroeder
in honor of family; Bob & Alice Schuller ; John Speranzain memory of Lee Speranza,
Kathy King, John & Bertha Speranza;, Tom Sper anza i&hodouafy OO L
the May birthday of Thelma Cox and the June birthday of June Ahrens; Jeanette
Strassman in honor of my children and in memory of mom & dad, sis Pearl, grand-
daughter Sherrie; Maren & Terry Tiffany in honor of our 12 grandchildren and 1 great
-grandchild; Nick Utphall in honor of parents, teachers, sponsors, mentors; June
Weitendorf in memory of my husband Don; Betty Williamson in memory of my hus-
band Jim; Jim & Carol Wiskowski in honor of the Ministry Board and in memory of all
our loved ones; Anonymous in honor of St. Stephen’s wonderful staff.
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Our Life Together

Confirmation Summer

Students have done a great job this
year at fulfilling requirements, plus
growing in relationships together. While
we are on a break from Wednesday
pizza and class for the summer, there’s
a new assignment. Families are reading
a Gospel together and having a bit of
conversation. This is a requirement for
students who will be confirmed in
October as 10th graders, in preparation
for their papers. Families of younger
students are encouraged to give it a try!

Summer Outings

g It is not too late to sign up!
Scholarships are available as
=

needed! There are a few spots
remaining for Boundary Waters canoe
trips in northern MN, July 18-23. Every-
thing you need will be provided. This is
open for students or adults.

Also, Lutherdale Bible Camp an hour
away has terrific opportunities this sum-
mer to connect faith and the outdoors.
Students beginning confirmation next
year should be signed up for Living Wa-
ters, June 27-July 2. Other confirmation
students will be at camp July 25-30. For
younger students, there are several
choices; call Pastor Tim or Pastor Nick for
more info!

Thanks, Teachers!

Many passionate spirits come to-
gether to make faith education possible
for the youth of St. Stephen’s each year.
This year, thanks goes for developing
innovative and engaging programming
to Kristen Davies, Christa Fisher, Anne
Johnson, Beth Johnson, Becky Mitchell,
Ellen Moen, Kathy Robinson, Shauna
Robinson, Brent Ruffridge, Mary Tygum,
LaRee Frank and various confirmation
students. Thanks to Irene Swiggum for
getting all the way through the Bible
with 6th graders. Thanks to monthly
Confirmation Mentors — Pete Boll, John
Esser, Anne Johnson, Beth Johnson, Ken
Koscik, Erik Nielsen, Lu Schroeder, Ron
Schroeder, and Cheri Schweitzer. Ongo-
ing thanks to nursery attendants. And
thanks to so many more of you in the
congregation who are committed to
caring and sharing with our young
people!

And Thanks, Parents!

Parents, grandparents, and others —
faith education would not exist without
you. Thank you for taking baptismal
promises seriously, to help young people
know about the God who loves them.
For your ongoing commitments to get
kids here, and for your feedback on sur-
veys to shape the future.
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Upcoming Deployment

Please keep Nick Brewer in your
prayers as he is deploying to Iraq this
month.

Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 353,232
Principal Paid to Date 269,326
Remaining Balance $1,110,318

" Recently Hospitalized

Beverly Quale, Elaine Faile, Jeanette
Strassman, Dale St. John, Betty St. John

(thru 2nd quarter i November 2009

& Sympathy

?7 To those who mourn the death of:

June Beetham, Gaylord Napstad,
Stan Buss

Preparing the Way

thru April 2010)

Pledged to Date $ 71,679
Received to Date $ 75,768

Augusta Victoria Hospital: Carol

Births

Emily Margaret Schey,
daughter born on April 18
to Samantha Schey

Elise Danielle Gantz,
daughter born on May 12
to Phillip & Mary Gantz

Anderson, Tyler Sitts, Kathleen Robinson

Organ Fund: Sally Iverson in memory of
James Helmenstine

Special Gifts Received

events, call (608)276-4660.

Are You Saved?
Are You Saving?

Each month, the newsletter is
promptly posted on our website,
www.ststephensmonona.com. You can
call the church office to stop receiving the
hardcopy. You'll get a reminder email
each month...plus you'll save on paper
and postage? (Simultaneously, we've
tried to condense content to save on this

Assn. events, call (608)232-3400.

Community

For info on upcoming HospiceCare

For info on upcoming Al z hei mejr

Food Pantry Needs

The Food Pantry is very low on
brown paper grocery bags.
A Do you have some to share?
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With a Thankful Heart:

=

to the following musicians for their
gifts of time/talent in May: Michael
Brannan, Kristen Davies, Karin
Hansen, David Hanson, Chris
Hudson, Sharrie Heibl, Don Johnson,
Jim Knutson, Heide Powers, Rebecca
Redmann, Stephen Redmann

to the members of the Sanctuary Choir
and GosBells for their wonderful
music ministry and incredible spirit
this year.

to the Children’s Handchime Choir
for their wonderful gifts of music at
the 8:00 & 10:00 services on May 9th &
to Heide Powers for many years of
directing

to those in our regular music ensem-
bles for their faithful dedication to
weekly rehearsals and regular partici-
pation in worship: Steadfast, the Chil-
dren’s Handchime Choir, GosBells,
and the Sanctuary Choir

Special thanks to David Hanson and
the Perfect Fifth Brass for their won-
derful gifts of music at the 10:00
service on May 16th

to knitters & crocheters

to participants in the ongoing mission
of Soup for Schools groups

to Buildings & Grounds workers
continuing to ensure the roof project
& Sunday school wing renovations are
done perfectly!

to all who arranged and who planted
geraniums & who take care of church
grounds

to those who videotape worship &
those who watch

=

to the Sense of Place study group
7 toall who engaged their faith with
study opportunities, classes, & books
throughout this year
7 toall who continue to help in worship
7 to those donating items & helping in
many other ways to welcome the
Chauhan family from the Bhutanese
refugee camp
I to confirmation students Halle DuBois,
and Mikayla Littel and her friend
Tiffany Shoemaker for preparing a
meal of sloppy joe sandwiches, french
fries, corn, fruit salad and a green salad
and serving it to 90 homeless and hun-
gry people at the Wil-Mar Community
Center May 15. They were assisted by
Mike Littel, Tom Boehnen, Bob &
Phyllis Seiler and Joann Esser.

Marilon Krebs Retires

St. Stephen’s member Marilon Krebs is re-
tiring as our synod’s administrative assistant.
Synod vice-president Connie Kilmark says this:

Marilon has worked for this synod since the
inception of the ELCA in 1987. She has served fou

bishops and helped organize 23 synod assemblieg.

She has served as the continuously beating heart
the synod office all these years. She knows so ver]
much about the leaders, the congregations and thg
people of the synod. Marilon has done it all and dg
it graciously. We all do our jobs better because
Marilon is backing us up with graciousness, skill
and encyclopedic knowledge. Thank you, Marilon,
from the bottom of our hearts.
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From Our Pastor

And on the Seventh Day...

“

..and on the seventh
seventh day could be
in the mind of

a CREATOR GOD,
God rested
God was tired from a week -long play.
Stretching out under one of
God’s tall, green
Sugar maples, ready for a nap, God looked
out at all God had created and smiled.

I n fact God chuckl ed
That was fun! This is good!

And behold it was..it
From “Creation,” found on “Shoved by the
Dove” ©1994 Tim Hansen Productions, Inc.

God rested on the seventh day. It is kind
of an amazing thing this business about rest-
ing. I have to admit that I often don’t rest
very well. In fact, I have some guilt about
being idle. This is not to say that I am busy all
of the time. Ask my family, when I am done
for the day I can sit in front of the television
like the best of them. But I usually have some
guilt about it. Why is this? I am sure some
psychologist could have fun with me. But I
don’t think that I am the only one. We live in
a society that promotes constant activity or
work. Holidays and vacation days are seen as
bad and unproductive. In our culture hard
work all of the time is heralded as a virtue.
We scoff at other cultures that promote
lengthy holidays and vacations, long mater-
nity and paternity leaves, and days off. Yet, I
wonder how our production would compare
these days.

from all of

| eaf

Now you might be wondering what
any of this has to do with the end of the
creation story? What is the importance of
God resting?

As we approach the high school gradua-
tion of our second child, Karin, it gives me a
chance to reflect upon our years as parents.
We have found, as most parents in our
society, that our years raising our children
have been a non-stop whirlwind. They have
been fortunate to have been involved in a
variety of activities that have helped to shape
their world view and their lives and for this I
am thankful. But I wonder about the cost?
We get them in sports, music, 4-H, etc... and
we spend time and lots of money shuttling
them from activity to activity and then we
call this car time, “family time.” While I don’t
have weekends off, I know that many friends
and parishioners” weekends were filled with
tournaments and travel so that there were
fewer times just to be with each other
alone —to play with one another and to
actually have conversation together.

As a society, we work hard and play
hard so that we fill every moment with
something. And yet, we are a country that is
out of shape mentally, physically and spiritu-
ally. While I don’t have any answers, and I
don’t pretend to be above the rest of our
culture, I wonder if some of this comes from
a lack of understanding about Sabbath.

For All The Saints - June, 2010 - Page 14




What might our lives be like if we actually
took a day to rest. What might happen if we
actually spent time once a week just “being.”
What difference might it make in our lives?
How might it shape conversations? How
might we grow from understanding the power
of rest? If God, who has no need of rest, took
Sabbath rest seriously in our creation story,
maybe there is something about it that we
should think about. I am old enough to re-
member Sunday afternoon visits with
neighbors on their front porches, or long
dinners that drove us kids crazy around the
table. I remember conversations about politics
and debates. I remember when we would get
into exciting “Rook” card games and we’d
laugh and tease one another. I remember
family devotions where we would have to
stop in the middle of prayers because we got
into a laughing mode.

I suspect that you might think that I am
an idealist, or that the world has changed, and
we can’t go back to such times. But I am not
clamoring for “old times.” We were busy
enough then too. We were just as dysfunc-
tional then as we are today. But we also took
seriously time away from the “busyness” of
life and spent time with each other.

We have spent the last year and a half
wrapped up in getting our “house” in order at
St. Stephen’s. Through a couple of good stew-
ardship drives and a successful capital fund
appeal we have had the opportunity to secure
another mortgage that allows us to fix our
roofs and get rid of the asbestos in the Sunday
School wing. As the roofers pulled away this
week —yes, they are almost done —I walked
around the building. I marveled at all of the
work that has gone into repairing and restor-
ing our facility, and thankful for all of the
volunteer hours that our members have put

into this project. There are still things that
are out there for us to consider in the future,
but for right now, it is worth taking a time of
Sabbath and simply give thanks.

Thank you fellow saints at St. Stephen’s!
Your labors in all facets of this ministry have
been faithful. Our building is stronger and
in fine shape. Your desire to be stewards of
this place has paid off. You have lifted,
scraped, painted, hauled, pounded, and
cleaned to restore a beautiful facility. You
have given and continue to give financially
so that ministry may go forward. We have
put in “six good days” of work. It is time for
rest.

Summertime is a good time for reflec-
tion. As we ponder God’s work among us
now, we can rest assured of God’s love and
presence. It is a never-ending promise that is
secured in the waters of our baptism. And in
our Sabbath reflection will come new insight
and fresh ideas about the new possibilities
that lay ahead for us in this place. How will
we seek to grow as a community of faith?
How can we reach out into our community
in new ways? How can we be a resource and
a positive force in young family’s lives,
which are too busy already? How can we
lift up the ministry of all the baptized and
provide a place for people to share their
assets? All good things to think about on our
Sabbath together.

I n fact God chuckl ed

That was fun! This is good!
And behold it was..it

Thank you for the opportunity to serve
with you in this place.

Peace,

Pastor Tim
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