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From Our Pastor

Vision and

“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us
go to the house of the LORD!"”
Psalm 122:1

Dear Fellow Saints!

Summer is a great season in Wisconsin.
Oh, sure there are the usual inconven-
iences like road construction, heat and
humidity, and mosquitoes; however, this
season gives us time for more reading
and reflecting. I have been reading and
reflecting some lately about our vision
and mission together at St. Stephen’s.
This is a good time to do this and I hope
that you will join me in this endeavor.

One of the things I have been wondering
about is worship. While many people
don’t want to talk about worship because
it is so personal and so subjective, I am
concerned about growing our worship
numbers. For a congregation our size —
roughly 1100 baptized, our worship
numbers every week are pretty low.
There are lots of factors and reasons for
this, I suppose. We have lots of
“snowbirds” that decrease our worship
numbers during the winter, and we have
lots of cabin and lake people who are
gone during the summer. I also think that
our regular worship numbers that tend to

be around 250 to 300 on any given
Sunday don’t reflect the accurate regular
worshipers within the congregation
(some gone, some here.) I wonder if this
is then a discussion ender, or if it ought
to move us into deeper discussion.

Like the Psalmist sings in our song for
today, “I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!"”, I am
hopeful that we can strive to embody
this desire to grow in our faith and in
our community.

So, why are our worship numbers so
low? Why has our worship attendance
not increased in over a decade? These
are good and tough questions. I do not
raise them because of angst or fear, but
rather out of the possibility of opportu-
nity. Do we consider the ministry of St.
Stephen’s to be engaging enough to
share it with others? Do we know people
who are looking for some help with life?
Does the message of God’s love for all
people have something to offer our
friends, neighbors or acquaintances? Do
we believe that we really do “meet as
God’s people of joy?”
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From Our Pastor

Mission

For many years churches felt that if
they put on a good worship and open
the doors, that people would just love
to come. While there might have been
slight increases once in a while, this
line of thought wasn’t really true. The
data suggests that the vast majority of
people who visit a church for the first
time come because somebody invited
them. Imagine that!

We could have the best organ and
organist in town, the best decorated
sanctuary, the best and most active
food pantry, the craziest pastors, but
none of those things really lead to any
growth. People will come if you invite

them. This is born out again and again.

So what does this mean for us?

I think it means that we have an
opportunity at this juncture in our life
together. Do we simply go forward
doing the best ministry we can with
the folks we have here, or do we have
a desire to grow and see where God is
leading us? What other opportunities
are out there? How might we be
stretched? How might our faith grow?
These are good questions to ask your-

self this summer. I hope that you will
continue to worship over the summer.
We will be here offering God’s Word
and serving the Lord’s Supper. Come to
worship and bring a friend. You just
never know where it will take you!

Peace,

4

Pastor Tim

@Q‘ Boundary Waters
= Canoe Trip

Three groups of 8 people will be
padding the boundary waters of Canada
and northern Minnesota from July 18th
through the 23rd. We will begin our
journey at Tuscarora Lodge and Outfit-
ters and travel on three different routes.
The groups include both youth and
adults and will be led by Ken Koscik,
Pastor Nick and Pastor Tim. Please keep
us in your prayers as we discover, again,
the beauty of God’s ongoing creation in
the wilderness of the boundary waters.
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Our Life Together

Family Fun on Tuesdays!

Come one, come all. Come big, come
small. Don’t forget that every Tuesday
during the summer, there will be a great
activity at church. It is kid-specific, but
open to all who wish to attend! Games,
bonfires, and more to come!

BBQ & Soul Food
Pastors Gone Wild

We've had two great weeks of BBQ &
Soul Food so far, with feral pigs and
hoards of demons, with strange foliage
and a foolishly-chosen leader. What more
will come? Great food, for sure! Two
weeks of BBQ remain, with suppers
starting at 6:00 on Tuesdays July 6 and 13.
See what those pastors get themselves into
next with outdoors worship at 7:00. Growl!

Women’' s Pont
Due to the popularity of last year’s
pontoon ride on Lakes Monona and
Mendota, we have reserved two pontoons
this year so that 24 of us can go! The date
is Monday, July 19th from 5 to 8 p.m. We
will meet at church at 4:45 to carpool to
the boats. Bring your own beverage (no
alcohol) and a snack to share on the ride.
The cost is $9 per person, which will be
collected that night. Please see the sign-up
sheet at church or call the church office.

Lawn Chair

Worship
Bring a Fishing Pole!

The second installment of
monthly Lawn Chair Worship will be
at 7:00 on Thursday, July 15. It’s perfect
if you’ll be out of town for the week-
end —or want to feel like you are!
Gather and relax at Frost Woods Beach
at the end of Owen Rd., enjoy the view,
the birds, the sunset, a few prayers, and
the Lord’s Supper. Besides your lawn
chair, you might bring a picnic supper
at 6:30 or your fishing pole for a few
casts before we worship at 7:00.

Great Guys

A big group of guys gathered in
June to confront sin and drink a beer.
You're welcome to join us for the next
Men’s Bible Study on Thursday, July 8
at 8:00 at Tully’s I on Monona Dr.

Women' s Ret

Due to scheduling conflicts, it has
been necessary to change the St.
Stephen’s Women’s Retreat from
October 1-3, 2010 to February 11-13,
2011. Please make this change on your
calendars!
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Our Life Together

Parament Dedication

This Lent, we were blessed with a
new set of paraments for our worship.
The purple silks featured olive trees and
Jerusalem crosses, connecting our worship
to Jesus’ final days on the Mount of Olives
and to our ongoing work in support of
Augusta Victoria Hospital there. The
paraments were painted by the same
students at the Lutheran schools in
Bethlehem who painted our Christmas
banners.

The paraments were provided by
Memorial Funds from Vi Landsness’
family. Vi was a long-time member of
Ruth Circle, in charge of altar table care.
Her family will be with us in worship on
Sunday, July 18 at the 8:00 service so
that we have a chance to thank them
and to dedicate officially these beautiful
additions to our worship life.

Q
E,F. U.S. Transplant
i Games
Madison, July 31-August 4

Over 1500 participants from all over
the United States, as young as 4 years
old to 85+ will participate in Olympic-
style athletic events from basketball to
tennis, swimming to track & field, and
even ballroom dancing. The Games
celebrate the success of transplantation,
honor those who have given the gift of
life, and call attention to the need for
more organ, tissue, and eye donors.
Dick Mueser will give a Temple Talk on
Sunday, July 18. Come cheer him on as
he bikes in the Games. Give him a call
(513-9146) for more info.

b . .
2 Hospitalized?
=1 p

If you know you're going to be in the hospital or if someone you know is in,
please consider letting the church office know. Pastors are pleased to come pray with
you. Meriter and St. Mary’s will tell us if you listed St. Stephen’s, but we have no other

way of knowing at UW, VA, or other facilities.

Also, you might like to know about a workshop called ‘Prepare for Surgery, Heal
Faster.” Karen Baier is a trained facilitator for these brief sessions. Look at heal-
faster.com or contact her at 279-5648 for more info.
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Our Life Together

Oil Spill Prayers
Update!

At the beginning of June, a small
group gathered for prayers about the
catastrophe in the Gulf. Hoping for
action, for the care of God’s creation, for
help for those most in need, and for a
chance to lament, the prayers included
confession, Bible readings, and slides of
waters both healthy and oily. Christa
Fisher inspired the service and broader
resources. The group was featured on
two evening news programs and also as
a resource through the ELCA. See
www.elca.org/worship to see!

Middle East Prayers

Ali Jaber, a friend who supplies our olive
wood carvings, sent this update:

Greetings: It is always good to hear from
you. Kindly, greet all from Ali. We are in
an atmosphere of a big war, all people in
my society are expecting this, and some

people are preparing food in their homes,

we really do not know what is going to
happen. Best Regards, Brother Ali

Please keep Ali and all those in Palestine/
Israel in your prayers. Join us for our

monthly vigil, 5:30-6:00 on Tuesday, July 20.

LSS Adoption Meeting
July 12 — 4:30-5:30 p.m.

Lutheran Social Services invites
you to attend an adoption orientation
meeting on Monday, July 12 at 4:30 at
the Lutheran Social Services office, 6314
Odana Road, Madison. Adoption social
workers will be available to answer
your adoption questions. There is no
charge. Register by calling (608) 277-
2966.

Youth and Family
Ministry Discussions

The Ministry Board has asked the
pastors to convene a discussion group
consisting of both parents and youth to
begin looking at how the congregation
might help our youth grow deeper in
their faith. This group will report back
to the Ministry Board as discussions
continue.
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Prayers for Deployed
Military
Please keep Nick Brewer in your
prayers while he is serving in Iraq.

Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 353,232
Principal Paid to Date 269,326
Remaining Balance $1,110,318

Wedding Congrats!

Rachel Nelson & Ruben Rodrigues
on June 5th

OF Sympathy
/ To those who mourn the death of:

Elaine Faile, Edna Holland,
Marcella Slinde, Anita Eley

Preparing the Way
(thru 2nd quarter—November 2009
thru April 2010)

Pledged to Date
Received to Date

$ 71,679
$ 75,768

Special Gifts Received
ELCA World Hunger: Lois Beld

Recently Hospitalized

Gary Geil, Renee Anderson, Dave
Dohler , Nancy Richardson, Ardell
Dahl, Gerald Arneson, Linda Jenkins,
Kent Evenstad, Arlene Bahler

Community

For info on upcoming HospiceCare
events, call (608)276-4660.

For info on upcoming Al z hei me
Assn. events, call (608)232-3400.

Chi

dren’ s

Pl ay

s The Ministry Board approved the construction of a new children’s
play structure to be built on the south side of the church building.
The money to pay for the equipment will come from the 2009 Fall

Bazaar. Our Sense of Place study group discovered that children and our property are
two important assets and this is a great way to bring them together! A play structure
will be a welcome place for children and young families. We hope that this play
structure will be used for years to come. Construction should begin in July.
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With a Thankful Heart:

to the following ladies who prepared
and served at the funeral luncheon
for Elaine Faile: Lu Schroeder, Jane
Dohler, Connie Newman, Signe
Thompson, Debbie McCann, Phyllis
Seiler, Sandy Knesting, Carol
Wiskowski, Sylvia Reinholdt

to all who biked on Bike to Church
Sundays

to those who made “Getting Down
and Dirty with God” a great week of
Vacation Bible School —teachers,
helpers, donators, pray-ers, and
especially all the kids!

to all who contribute in so many
spectacular ways to the holy hilarity
(and deliciousness!) of BBQ & Soul
Food

to those who support the St.
Stephen’s Foundation

to the deliberative Sense of Place
study group

to families and all participating in
Tuesday summer fun activities

to those who dream for the sake of
children

to careful landscapers

to those facilitating inter-generational
events

to all who donated for the Chauhans
(Bhutanese family)

to those who look for God outside in
the summer

to faithful attendees of our monthly
Prayer Vigil for Peace & Justice in the

Middle East and all who keep
Israelis and Palestinians on your
mind

to the confirmation students: Kelsey
Gerl, Ian Johnson and Anders
Hansen for serving a lunch of fish
sticks, French fries, vegetables and
salad to 80 hungry and homeless
people at Wil-Mar on June 19. They
were assisted by Donna Schroeder,
Dave Baumgartner & his fiancé
Melissa, Anne Gerl, Tim & Lisa
Hansen and Joann Esser.

to the following musicians for their
gifts of time/talent in June: Karen
Baier, Michael Brannan, Kristen
Davies, Kim & Mishan Han, David
Hanson, Sharrie Heibl, Chris
Hudson, Don Johnson, Heide
Powers, Rebecca & Stephen
Redmann, Jim Reichling

to those who sang in the Summer
Choir at the June 20th 10:00 service

E-Newsletter

Save on Paper & Postage!

You can receive the monthly newsletter
electronically. Questions? Call the church
office (222-1241).
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With a Thankful Heart:

The following is a note from Rebekah Johnson,
the LSS coordinator for refugee resettlement in
Madison:

I just wanted to send out a HUGE thank
you for all your hard work and caring
attention that you have been heaping
upon the Chauhan family. I am really
amazed by how quickly and confidently
you all brought this together. I'm honestly
really excited to work with you all. You
are the first group I'm working with as a
Madison resident and I look forward to
how much more available that makes me
and excited to see how it facilitates the
success of the family’s resettlement as well
as getting to know all the great volunteers.
Thanks so much for stepping up like you
did. It really is a unique group of people
that simply help where help is needed. I
am so grateful for you all!

Sincerely, Rebekah

A Huge Thank You to our Friends at
Messiah Lutheran Church:

On behalf of the St. Stephen’s Food
Pantry and the many needy families we
serve, we want to express our sincere
thanks for a check of $6,068.38 from the
Messiah Lutheran Church members.
The money was raised during their 2010
Mountain of Food Drive. Each year they
hold a Mountain of Food Drive for our
congregation. Messiah Lutheran shares
in this ministry of caring for families in
need not only by monetary gifts and
household items but also the volunteers
who work weekly at our pantry. We
could not continue to serve the number
of households without these gifts. Our
sincere thanks to all of their members
for their willingness to be a part of this
ministry of caring for those in need.

—Stephen’s Food Pantry

The Chauhan family arrived on May 27 and has been settling in to an apartment off Badger
Road. The family includes: Bal Chandra and Thagi Maya and their five daughters: Sangeeta
(14), Geeta Devi (11), Arati (9), Parbati (6), Laxmi (3) and a baby on the way.

A VBS Thanks

This note was shared by a parent during Vacation Bible School.

I just have to tell you before VBS is over and I forget to do it... THANK YOU so
much for all you have done. VBS is soooooo much fun. My son has been so happy and
excited about coming each day. It's so different and we both love it!!! I know it's a lot
of work... you are all so talented and inspiring and fun! The confirmation helpers are

absolutely wonderful, too! Thanks again!
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From Our Pastor

A Martyr

This is worth repeating, because we don’t
often have noticeable martyrs around us.

You may have heard me refer to Elaine

Faile as a martyr and a saint, perhaps at
her funeral service last month. I believe

these are faithful uses of the terms and I
believe her story is worth repeating.

This saint Elaine had been a member of
St. Stephen’s for more than thirty years.
She was an important part of Ruth Circle
and more. She was a regular in worship,
where she loved the music.

Yet neither her 88 years of life nor the 30
among us is what seems to have become
the center of Elaine’s story.

You see, last October Elaine was mugged.
It was a Saturday afternoon in a busy
parking lot. She was knocked over by
two teenage girls trying to take her purse.
She was injured in the attack. In subse-
quent months, she was in and out of the
hospital, trying to heal the injuries and
infections. She was in several different
care facilities, working on rehab and
working against setbacks. After seven
months of this, Elaine died.

There are probably a variety of lessons
we can learn from Elaine. We might
think about how to protect ourselves, in
order to prevent being a target in the first
place.

We might emphasize justice in society.
Our city’s enforcement has strived to
catch the perpetrators, and the two
young women are now being punished
for the crime. We might say the law is a
way God works to keep things running
smoothly.

Yet this is not what makes Elaine a
martyr and a saint. Nor is this the central
aspect of what I believe we can learn
from her.

First, two definitions. A martyr in the
original meaning is simply somebody
who witnesses to faith. Elaine was thus a
martyr before she was robbed. You, too,
are a martyr for the faith, even if you
don’t feel all that attacked. Simply by
living, you are bearing witness to your
faith.

And that is because you are a saint.
Saints are not those who do especially
miraculous things, but those whom
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From Our Pastor

in Our Midst

Christ has saved. Because you are washed
clean in baptism, you are a saint. And as
you live, Christ is working through you,
to be saintly and to bear witness as a
martyr.

Although we all fit these definitions, there
is something more noticeable in Elaine.
We can see in her more clearly what it
means to live and die as a saint and
martyr.

For the last seven months of her life, and
still after her death, the robbery became
the definitive event for how we saw
Elaine. We have talked of fears and
preventions, of justice and punishment.

But Elaine spoke of mercy and forgive-
ness. Even while the attack defined her,
her response was centered in this. Thanks
be to God.

Recently I heard somebody again say that
the punishment for the teenage girls was
not enough because in a way they killed
Elaine. That is not Elaine’s response, not
Christ’s response. This is not about
vengeance. It may not even be about
tough love.

We can’t say what wouldve happened
to Elaine had it not been for the incident.
Perhaps she would've lived longer;
perhaps not. What we can say is that
Elaine’s word to share with the perpe-
trators in court was that she was sorry
they hadn’t had a better upbringing.

She was sorry. She had better hopes for
them.

This is an amazing thing about faith. It
is why Elaine’s story is worth re-telling,
and yours, too. It is not only for the end
of life or when you are attacked. It is a
wholly different way of looking at the
world. Even when you’d prefer anger,
revenge, judgment, this is about looking
through Christ’s eyes (since your eyes
are now his eyes!) to see as Christ sees,
to forgive because Christ forgives. It
may or may not make a difference for
the offender. But Elaine was at peace.
And she showed us something amazing.

Thanks be to God for Elaine Faile,
martyr and saint, a witness and example
to those of us who need it most.

4 VTICL

+ nick
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St. Stephen's Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Road
Monona, Wisconsin 53716-3198

WORSHIP HOURS
8a.m., 10 am, 11 a.m.
(wheelchair accessible)
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PERMIT 1306
MADISON, WI
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
STAFF

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone (608) 222-1241
Fax (608) 222-2005
www. StStephensMonona.com
office.ststephens@tds.net
hansen.ststephens@tds.net
utphall.ststephens@tds.net
johnson.ststephens@tds.net
douglas.ststephens@tds.net
choir_director.ststephens@tds.net

kcinlar.ststephens@tds.net
ststpantry@netscape.net

Tim Hansen, Senior Pastor
Nicholas Utphall, Associate Pastor
Edward Johnson, Senior Visitation Ministries
Dennis Douglas, Director of Music Ministries
Rebecca Redmann, Adult Choir Director
Jane Voss, Church Secretary
Karl Cinlar, Custodian
Judy Benzine, Food Pantry
Jennifer Boll, Nursery
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