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From Our Pastor

On

By the time you read this, I may
already be gone!

No, this isn’t a “Dear John” kind of
letter. Just the opposite, in fact! It is very
deeply looking forward to my return.

Perhaps that is the first important
thing to say about a sabbatical. These ten
weeks I'll be away aren’t about making a
break for it, about looking for other
things to do. I'm not at all thinking of
leaving St. Stephen’s. Rather, this time
really is for better enriching our lives
together when I return.

That is very fitting with the term
“sabbatical.” The word relates to
“sabbath,” a concept we mostly associate
with resting one day a week. Partly that
end-of-week rest is to look backward and
appreciate the work that has already
been done. But it is also to refresh and
renew, to look forward and be readied
for the work to come.

My sabbatical should be all three of
those pieces: It is a moment of pause to
appreciate the five plus years I've been
with you here and all we’ve done to-
gether in that time. Because St. Stephen’s

is such a busy place, my sabbatical is a
moment to rest from that work, to catch
my breath. And then, very definitely, it
is the chance to be readied for what is to
come in God’s work among us here.

That also makes me think about a
more typically Lutheran understanding
of sabbath as a time to focus on what is
holy. In general terms, we might think
about that as the day of the week when
we go to church. It can also be setting
aside time to pray, read the Bible, and
SO on.

I deeply hope that these ten weeks
will give me a strong focus on what is
holy, especially so that on my return all
of our eyes are better opened to holy
lives, to God’s presence among us and
work through us.

Phrased another way, the grant I put
in for (but didn’t receive) had the title
question, “What will make your heart
sing?” It seems like a great question for a
time of renewal, for what most inspires
us and connects us most centrally to
enlivening faith.
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From Our Pastor

Singing Hearts

In that regard, my main focus during
my sabbatical will be on the environment
and faith. This obviously is of utmost
concern to me in relating to living as
Christians in our time, for one of the
vaster expanses of God in our world. As
sort of an overarching theme, I'm hoping
to read and think about hope amid crisis,
how God in Christ might interact with
sinful people and all the beauty of crea-
tion in the face of catastrophic climate
change.

You can watch for little updates,
but in general here is my approximate
itinerary:

Jan 4-15: class at Lutheran School of
Theology in Chicago on “Greening Your
Congregation and Community” with

David Rhoads, sort of the Lutheran center

of this

J[an 18-29: class at Luther Seminary in St.
Paul on the Gospel of John with David
Fredrickson, a favorite professor

Feb 1-11: at Holden Village in Washing-
ton, a Lutheran mountain retreat

Feb 12-Mar 5: travel with Acacia down
the West Coast through National Parks,
concluding with some reading, reflection
and day trips from home

It’s all interspersed with some good
visits with family and friends, and
hopefully plenty of chances to be out-
side because, as Dr. Rhoads says, “We
won’t save what we don’t love.”

Thank you for all the ways you
make my heart sing here always,
and for helping me prepare for this
experience —for your prayers and gifts
and encouragement. I'm already
anxious to be back with you for the
end of Lent and for the many things
we still have to share together.

A very big thank you, as well, to
Tim for his support of this experience.
Please take good care of him during
this busy time while I'm away!

+ nick
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Our Life Together

St. Stephen’s Foundation
November Meeting Recap

While the idea is still percolating with St. Stephen’s Foundation Board Trustees,
the group agreed to commit to finding ways to make 2010 a year that will mark a
more coordinated effort to promoting planned giving and the ways it may benefit
St. Stephen’s.

Trustees met with Rev. Larry Westfield, a regional gift planner with ELCA
Foundation, to hear how the ELCA can assist congregations in promoting planned
giving. Rev. Westfield pointed out during the November meeting that stewardship
encompasses not only giving funded from one’s income, but also the notion of
making gifts funded from one’s assets.

While not approving any formal plan at this time, the Foundation Board agreed
to begin brainstorming ways —both formally and informally —to promote planned
giving with the congregation. Pastor Westfield, additionally, provided Trustees
with a “road map” of sorts that it could use in rolling out the educational and infor-
mational facets of such giving. We rejoice in being part of a congregation in which
such giving to the Foundation has funded scholarships for young people, scholar-
ships for seminarians and the design, construction and maintenance of our fine pipe
organ.

The Foundation will be looking to replace two vital and long-time contributors
later this month, as Carol Wiskowski and Monica Hansen have both opted not to
seek another three-year term. Carol steps down after serving five terms as a Trus-
tee; she was first elected to the Board in 1995. Monica will continue her wonderful
service to St. Stephen’s as a member of the Ministry Board. The Board thanks Carol
and Monica for their wonderful contributions of time and talent.

St. Stephen’s Foundation Trustees next meet following the Foundation and
Congregation Annual Meetings on Sunday, January 31.
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Our Life Together

Sabbatical Help

Edward Johnson will be working especially with visitation to help
Pastor Tim a few hours per week while Pastor Nick is gone on
sabbatical. Edward is a familiar face at St. Stephen’s, regularly in
worship and Thursday Ecumenical Morning Prayer, plus as a guest
preacher.

The Reverend Edward F. Johnson is an ordained elder in The United Methodist
Church and recently retired after forty-two years of parish ministry. Throughout most
of his pastoral ministry, he has specialized in areas of ecumenical relations and litur-
gical arts. Rev. Johnson received the Award for Ecumenism in 1989, given by The
Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, and The
William K. Parish Award in 1994, given by the Wisconsin Conference Commission on
Christian Unity and Inter-religious Concerns of The United Methodist Church. For
twenty-six years Edward participated in the Wisconsin United Methodist/Roman
Catholic Dialogue.

He received his Master of Divinity from Garrett-Evangelical Theological Semi-
nary, Evanston, Illinois in 1964. He is a native of Wisconsin and has served churches
throughout Wisconsin. Upon retiring, he and his wife, Lorraine, became residents of
Madison. They are affiliated with the Monona UMC. Edward’s current activities
include working with the Wisconsin Conference Archives in Sun Prairie and serving
on the Wisconsin Council of Churches Unity and Relationships Commission.

The Johnsons have two sons: Kenton, living in Auckland, New Zealand; and Erik,
living in Seattle, Washington. One grandson, Ethan, lives in New Zealand.
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Our Life Together

Congregational Forums

We will hold a series of three congre-
gational forums leading up to the Annual
Meeting on the 31st. On January 10th, the
Reconciled in Christ Committee will hold
a forum to discuss what it means to be a
Reconciled in Christ congregation. On
Jan. 17th, the Properties Committee will
go through all of the details of the new
roof project. They will be there to answer
all your questions. Finally on Jan. 24th,
the Finance Committee will go over the
current state of our finances and the pro-
posed 2010 budget. It will be interesting
and informative. All of these forums will
take place in the sanctuary at 9:10 a.m.

Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for
January 31 at 9:10 a.m. in the sanctuary.
We will have several actions on the
agenda that will need the congregation’s
approval, including accepting the bid
proposal for the roof, a new loan plan,
and becoming a Reconciled in Christ
congregation. We will also be taking care
of the business of the church through the
approval of our budget. Please plan on
attending.

Upcoming
Sunday Readings

2nd Sunday of Christmas —Jan. 3
Sirach 24:1-12/Wisdom 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14/John 1:1-18

Baptism of Our Lord —Jan. 10
Isaiah 43:1-7/Psalm 29
Acts 8:14-17 /Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

2nd Sunday after Epiphany —Jan. 17
Isaiah 62:1-5/Psalm 36:5-10
1 Corinthians 12:1-11/John 2:1-11

3rd Sunday after Epiphany —Jan. 24
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10/Psalm 19
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a/Luke 4:14-21

4th Sunday after Epiphany —Jan. 31

Jeremiah 1:4-10/Psalm 71:1-6
1 Corinthians 13:1-13/Luke 4:21-30

Lenten Readers

Anybody interested in helping with
some reading dramas for our Lenten
worship? Please talk to Pastor Tim.
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Our Life Together

Cate

Stirring the Spirit Within

Ladies, what does the season of
Epiphany have to do with us? Join us and
find out! We will be celebrating Epiphany
on Tuesday, Jan. 19th at the home of Cheri
Schweitzer (115 Maloney Dr., Fitchburg)
at 6 p.m. Please bring a dish to pass, your
Bold Café mug, and your offering for the
Road Home (laundry detergent). You may
read the Jan. 2010 study at
www.boldcafe.org. RSVP on the sign-up
at church!

Midwife Kits

The item for the month for our Global
Health Ministries midwife kit project is
baby shirts or Onesies. These should be
size “small” and may be new or gently
used in good condition. (Check rummage
sales and second hand stores!) Plans are in
the works for a women'’s road trip to the
Twin Cities in April for the purpose of
delivering our completed midwife kits,
touring and volunteering at Global Health
Ministries and touring Luther Seminary.
Stay posted for dates and details!

E-FATS?

Online Version of the Newsletter

Would you like to save on paper
and postage, and save on volunteer
time? The “For All The Saints” news-
letter is available in an electronic
version through our website,
www.StStephensMonona.com. If you
do not need your hard copy, call the
church office or send an email to of-
fice.ststephens@tds.net. An email re-
minder will be sent each month telling
you when the newsletter is available
online (the website is updated on Fri-
days).

Men’s Bible Study

The next Men’s Bible Study will
take place at Tully’s II on Monona
Drive on Thursday evening, Jan. 14th
at 8 p.m. Come for some great conver-
sation and a brew.

Next Road Home

Mark your calendars for our next
chance to host homeless families —
February 18, the day after Ash
Wednesday.
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Thanks To All Who Provided
Christmas Poinsettias

Hazel Anding in honor and memory of husband LaVane Anding; Dick & Judy
Benzine in loving memory of our parents and sisters Judy & Joyce; Allen & Judith
Bodden in memory of Robert Bodden and Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Bodden; Tom & Jean
Boehnen in honor of our grandchildren; Ernie & Ginger Bollinger in memory of parents
& brothers; Michael Brannan & Dennis Douglas in memory of our parents; Phyllis
Buchholz in honor of grandchildren and in memory of Dwight; Renee Burk in memory
of my mother Elaine Mohr; Bishop Bruce & Cynthia Burnside with gratitude and love;
Ray & Helen Cattell in honor of Church Staff; Larry & Lori Clark in memory of Maybert
Clark; Carolyn Davidson in honor of granddaughters Gabrielle & Elise; Jane & Dave
Dohler in memory of Vi Landsness; Dennis Douglas in honor of the Choirs and
Musicians of St. Stephen’s; Joann & John Esser in memory of Minnie & Vincent Esser;
Carolyn Evenstad in memory of daughter Ellen; Ken & Kathy Fellerson in memory of
our parents Clarence, Irene, John & Edith; Doug & LaRee Frank in honor of our children;
Caleb Freeland in honor of Heidi Freeland; Jessie Lou Gasser in memory of Donald
Gasser; Ken & Wava Grinde in honor of our grandchildren; Kimberly & Mishan Han in
memory of Rev. Martin K. Schreiber; Gene & Jo Hanson in honor of our children and in
memory of our parents; June Hanson in honor of 5 grandchildren and in memory of
Rollie Hanson; Suzy & David Hanson in honor of parents; James & Diana Helmenstine
in honor of grandchildren; Rod & Lorrie Helmke in honor of our children & grandchil-
dren Randy, Lynn & Mark, Shawn, Laura, Emily, Alec & Olivia; Marshall & Angela
Heyworth in memory of Edward Heyworth; Stephanie, Mackenzie & Kaylee Hunt in
memory of Great Gramma and Great Granpa Voke; Sally Iverson in honor of children &
grandchildren and in memory of Allan; Barb Kepler in honor of Brenda & Liz; Roger &
Nancy Kinson in memory of Esther Anderson; Marsha & Jim Klinke in memory of
Dorothy Pierce; Jim & Ruth Knutson “Soli Deo Gloria”; Kunz Family in memory of
Robert Kunz & Dorothy Bergmann; Marj Lanphear in memory of David Smith; Glen &
Sally Lee in honor of Nadia Lee & Anna Lee and in memory of Ed Thomas; Ross Lund in
memory of my wonderful grandparents; Jan & Gordy McChesney in honor of Sydnee,
Ashlee, Kailee, Todd, Kari & Dan and in memory of our parents Myrtle & Olin Nelson
and Palma & Marvin McChesney; Don & Vivian Michaelis in memory of son Terry
Michaelis; Eunice Minor in memory of George Minor, Sr.; Curt & Rhonda Mork in honor
of Kari Mork Iwanski & Sarah Mork; Nancy & Clair Oren in memory of daughter Kathy
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Oren Esse; Pierce Family in memory of Dorothy & Arnold Pierce and Janice & Earl Friis;
Larry & Nancy Richardson in memory of Russell & Agnes Richardson and Raymond &
Eldeen Keppel; Lisa, Kim, Amy & Nicole in honor of our parents Larry & Nancy
Richardson; Lisa, Kevin & Alex Rogers in memory of Eric Hario; Romanski Family in
memory of David Grunow and William & Ruth Grunow; Cheryl Schiltz in memory of
Harvey & Mary Lou Witte (I miss you Mom & Dad....Merry Christmas with Love
always); Glen & Carla Schubert; Bob & Phyllis Seiler in memory of Robin Martinson
Duesler; Laurie Slinde in honor of family; John Speranza in memory of John & Bertha
Speranza, Lee Speranza and Kathleen King-Speranza; Tom Speranza & Judy O’Leary in
honor of June Ahrens and Thelma Cox; Jeanette Strassman in honor of my 7 children &
spouses and in memory of husband Del, Mom & Dad Nelson, sis Pearl and Sherrie
Davis; Mike & Judy Sullivan in honor of Bev Sullivan and in memory of Norb Sullivan,
Dan & Ethel Powers and Bob & Lu Bowen; Terry & Maren Tiffany in honor of Jesus
Christ’s Birth; Phil & Mary Tygum in honor of Frieda Tygum and in memory of Russell
Tygum and Herb & Cora Boldt; Nick Utphall & Acacia Latka in memory of Judd Walker
and Delbert Utphall; Chuck & Barb Wedekind in memory of Zeno & Lucille Briggs; June
Weitendorf in memory of my husband Don; Beverly Wilke in memory of Eugene Wilke
and Marilyn Napstad; Betty Williamson in memory of husband Jim Williamson; Jim &
Carol Wiskowski in honor & in memory of our loved ones; Anonymous in honor of
Kitchen Dancing.

Remembering Our Baptisms

Baptism is a daily dying to sin and rising to live with Christ in God’s grace. Still,
there are moments for special celebration. As we hear of Jesus’ baptism and a heavenly
voice declaring him to be God’s beloved child, we remember that voice speaking to
eleven of us this past year. On Sunday, Jan. 10th with the Baptism of Our Lord, we rec-
ognize and celebrate these who were baptized in 2009: Camden Robert Kahl, Nickolas
Gary Yotter, Steven Doherty Kuemmel, Jaxon Anthony Palermo, William Franklin
Fowler, Alaina Danielle Strayer, Noah James Ogunsola, Danielle Patricia Hoffmann,
Addison Jane Schink, Allie Elizabeth Hrodey, and Huxley Dean Gladuestoltz.

New Member Classes

A New Member Class will be held in January on the following Sundays: January 10,
17 & 24 at 9:10. If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. Stephen’s faith
community, please come to the class in the Agape Annex. If you know someone who is
interested, please invite him or her to participate.
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Reconciling in Christ

Most of us would say we’ve spent plenty of time talking about sexuality in the
Lutheran church lately. Tellingly, Bob Voss, retired pastor from Lake Edge Lutheran,
said at a December gathering it was the 3rd time he’d spoken on the topic at St.
Stephen’s. Still, it is an important conversation while some are being told they are
unacceptable, unloved by God. That is the point of our Reconciling in Christ conver-
sations and the Affirmation of Welcome. In this long flow, it is worth paying atten-
tion to the timeline of where we’ve been. Below is a partial list. Full copies will be
available at church during the RiC forum on Sunday, January 10. More info on
statements can also be found at www.elca.org/faithfuljourney

1970 — Lutheran Church in America statement against discrimination
1980 — American Lutheran Church statement on inclusion in congregations

1984 — Reconciling in Christ program begins to recognize Lutheran congregations
that welcome lesbian and gay believers (in 2002 expanded to include all sexual
orientations and gender identities)

(1987 — Evangelical Lutheran Church in America formed)

1991 —ELCA Churchwide Assembly (CWA) affirms full participation of persons
who are homosexual

1993 —ELCA Conference of Bishops affirms pastoral care for persons who are
homosexual

1995 — CWA affirms “gay and lesbian people, as individuals created by God, are
welcome to participate fully”

2001 —CWA authorizes development of a social statement on human sexuality
2002 —Task Force for ELCA Studies on Sexuality publishes Journey Together
Faithfully (JTF), Part 1 — Some Common Convictions

St. Stephen’s hosts ELCA biblical scholar Rev. Dr. Terry Fretheim

2003 —Task force publishes JTF 2 — The Church and Homosexuality

2005 —St. Stephen’s classes on study guide, hosts ELCA ethics scholar Rev. Dr.
James Childs

2006/2007 — Task force publishes JTF 3 — Free in Christ to Serve the Neighbor:
Lutherans Talk about Human Sexuality

St. Stephen’s classes on study guide

2008 — draft comprehensive social statement on human sexuality, with synod
hearings

St. Stephen’s classes on the draft statement

2009 —Social statement adopted by 2/3 vote, ministry policy changes by majority
vote at CWA in August
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Special Gifts Received

Organ Fund: Lee/Janice Johnson; Roger/
Nancy Kinson; Lynn /Shirley Lauersdorf;
Gordon/]Jan McChesney; Marjorie Lanphear;
Joel Overdier/Bernadette Caldwell; Rod/
Lorraine Helmke; Connie/Jack Newman;
Pam/Steve Vorass; Wendy/Bruce/Jenny —in
memory of cousin Robin Martinson Duesler;
June Hanson in memory of Rollie Hanson;
Terry/Bev Fuller; Shirley Worl; Nancy/Larry
Richardson; Eileen Koch; Ken & Wava Grinde;
Jill/Brent Ruffridge; Tom/Lois Offerdahl;
Glen/Sally Lee; Sylvia/Richard Reinholdt;
Dale/Betty St. John; Ed/Marilyn Baumann;
Cary/Lenore Pierce; Gary/Kat Pluff; Jim &
Marsha Klinke in memory of Dorothy Pierce;
from children — Betsy/Darin Powers, Julie/
Bryan Schultz, Jennifer Schaefer, Bruce
Iverson, and Kurt/ Amy Gehrke in honor of
Sally Iverson; Elizabeth Johnson; Anne
Johnson; Ernie/Virginia Bollinger; Bernie/
Sandy Knesting; Bill/Doris Brendler; Barbara
Swenson; Frances Healy; Paul Baumann;
John/Joann Esser; Ethridge Family; Carol/Jim
Wiskowski; Bob/Monica Hansen; Cheryl
Schiltz; Debra Swenson; Claire Campbell

Augusta Victoria: Kathleen Robinson

Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 330,097
Principal Paid to Date 256,090
Remaining Balance $1,123,544

St. Stephen’s Foundation

Organ Fund
Pipe Organ Project $532,401
Paid Foundation Funds ($492,105)
Not Funded as of 3/2006 $ 40,296
Current Donations 36,712
Funds Needed for Completion $ 3,584

Baptized
Huxley Dean Gladuestoltz, son of

Mark Gladue & Megan Stoltz

Please continue to pray for this one who
has new life in Christ.

Wedding Congrats!

Claire Sorge & Kenneth Ogunsola
on November 28

" Recently Hospitalized

Barb Williams, Kim Han, Anita Eley,
Elaine Faile, Gary Geil, Don Fadness,
Evelyn Twining, John Schoff, Janice
Niederkorn

Community Events

For info on upcoming events for
HospiceCare, call (608)276-4660.

For info on upcoming Alzheimer’s
Assn. events, call (608)232-3400.
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With a Thankful Heart:

il

to the following musicians for
their gifts of time and talent in
December: Michael Brannan,
Julie Buss, Tristan Campbell,
Kristen Davies, Grace Gunther,
David Hanson, Kim Han, Mishan
Han, Karin Hansen, Lisa Hansen,
Belle Heberling, Sharrie Heibl,
Chris Hudson, Jim Knutson, Lisa
Manion, Sara Moldenhauer,
Heide Powers, Rebecca
Redmann, Stephen Redmann,
Jim Reichling, Tessa Romanski
to everyone who participated
and worked so hard to put on
our Christmas concerts here and
at Oakwood. Thank you also to
all of those who provided treats
for the reception.

to those in our regular music
ensembles for their faithful dedi-
cation to weekly rehearsals and
regular participation in worship:
Steadfast, the Children’s Hand-
chime Choir, GosBells, and the
Sanctuary Choir

to students — Amanda Hoff,
Emily Wink, Rebecca Teschan
and Jared prepared and served a
meal to 80 needy and hungry
people at the Wil-Mar Commu-
nity Ctr. on Dec. 19. They were
assisted by Pr. Nick & Acacia
Latka, Jim Wink, Barb Kepler
and Joann Esser. The people they

==

served appreciated the meal and
their service. Thank them when
you see them next.

to all who brought in treats,
cards, and gifts as Christmas
presents for the staff

to all who sang carols

to shovelers

to those who respond with gifts
for those in need, and to all who
purchase Fair Trade items as
gifts, supporting the producers
to a shepherd in a Buick and
Tiny Tim the damp sheep

to students, parents, and teachers
who participated in the success-
ful Sunday School Christmas
Program

to all who brought in treats and
helped with hospitality for
Christmas services

to those who cut trees, hauled
lights, and made the church
beautiful for Christmas

to all who contributed to the
matching appeal to pay off the
Organ Fund

to those who are Preparing the
Way, those who Follow Jesus,
and all who think about capital
appeals, stewardship, budgets,
repairs, and the ongoing mainte-
nance and mission of this
congregation
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With a Thankful Heart:

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church:

Thank you so much for the gener-
ous donation of $250 to the East
Madison/Monona Coalition of the
Aging, Inc. (EMMCA). As we are
sure you are aware, we are experts
in navigating the complicated and
ever-changing safety net of public
and private services available to
older adults in Dane County. We
have a deep understanding of the
type of home and community life
our older adults wish to build or
maintain and we strive to provide
them with the tools and support to
do it. Your tax deductible contribu-
tion allows us to nurture our strong
reputation of trust and caring for
our aging community —we simply
could not do what we do without
the continued support and generos-
ity of donors like you. Again,
please accept our sincere gratitude
for your contribution and affording
us the opportunity to continue our
good work. If you would like more
info about EMMCA, please call us
at 223-3100.

Sincerely,
Patricia Holden, Exe. Director

St. Stephen’s Members:

I would like to thank the members
of St. Stephen’s for the great honor
of being recognized for my 42 years
of service in the name of Christ on
Sunday, Dec. 13th. It is a joy to
share in this ministry of proclaim-
ing God’s amazing gift to each of
us. Thank you to all of you.

Friend in Christ,
Judy Benzine

St. Stephen’s Congregation:

Thanks for all your prayers and
concerns this past summer and fall.
It was greatly appreciated.

Marilyn Baumann

Community

January 16 —2010 8th Annual
Silver Stage Show Choir Invitational —
High School Show Choirs (18) from
Wisconsin and Iowa compete 8 a.m. —
10 p.m. at Monona Grove High School.
Tickets: $5 students k-12/$8 day only/
$10 finals/$14 all day. Call 608-221-
7666 ext. 2139 for info.
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From Our Pastor

Happy

“So i f anyone is
creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has

(2 Corinthians 5:17)

Happy New Year Fellow Saints at St.
Stephen’s!

I had coffee with a couple of pastor
friends the other day and both were
lamenting about the situation in the con-
gregations they served. Both felt like they
just wanted to get as quickly to 2010 as
humanly possible. They had had tough
years financially and spiritually. They felt
a genuine malaise in the congregation and
wondered what it all meant. They could
not wait for the New Year.

Of course, I had to find ways to speak
about how excited I was about being a
part of this congregation and how awe-
some you all are! Being Norwegian, of
course, meant that I had to curb my
enthusiasm so as to not look arrogant or
prideful. I am truly thankful for all of
your hard work and commitment to the
ministry of this congregation. Our year
together has been a blessing and I am
confident we are on sound footing
towards the future.

become

This is where things continue to get
exciting! As we look forward to a new
year together, we have the opportunity
to continue the process of asking our-
selves, “What is God up to with St.
Stephen’s Lutheran Church?” Who calls
this community home and what assets
has God given to do the things we are
called to do? This will be the big ques-
tion for the new year, and I am excited
to discover more and more what that
means for us.

As you know, Nick is leaving for a
much-deserved sabbatical for the winter
months and will return before Palm
Sunday. I am excited for him to get
away and spend some time in refresh-
ment and renewal. We will send him off
with our blessings on Sunday, Jan. 3.
During his sabbatical, we will be wel-
coming Rev. Edward Johnson to serve
among us for up to 10 hours per week.
While much of this time will be helping
me with visitation and pastoral care,
there will be opportunities to help in a
variety of ways. Edward and his wife
Lorraine, are regular worshipers at St.
Stephen’s and we look forward to
getting to know them better. Look for
more information about the Johnsons on
page 5 of this newsletter.
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From Our Pastor

New Year!

AsIlook at the new year ahead I am
excited to serve with you! I am thankful
for our partnership in the gospel, and
for your generosity and kindness in this
ministry. Happy New Year!

4

Pastor Tim

Holy Land Trip 2010

Pastor Tim is leading a trip to the
Holy Land in June of 2010. The dates of
the trip are June 14-26. We will have the
opportunity to see not only the wonder-
ful archaeological sites in Israel and
Palestine, but also in Jordan as both
Petra and Jerash are included in the
tour. The best part of the trip, however,
is meeting the people who call this land
home. Spaces are beginning to fill.
Brochures are available in the narthex.
First deadline is January 30, 2010. If
you have any questions, please contact
Pastor Tim.

Heritage Monona

We have begun serving the people
at Heritage Monona during the past
month. The pastors, along with Dennis
Douglas have been sharing worship
there twice a month. Since we have
several members who are now residing
at Heritage, we thought it would be
neighborly to offer communion worship.
We will continue to offer this worship
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each
month at 10:30. This continues with our
commitments at Monona Hills and
Ecumenical Housing communities.

EPIPHANY!

Wednesday, January 6 is Epiphany,
the end of the 12 days of Christmas,
marking the arrival of the wise men (see
Matthew 2).

—Wed. Morning Bible Study has
their annual Epiphany Brunch at church
at 9:00 that morning. Bring a dish to
share!

— Confirmation gathers for a
monthly meal night with families and
mentors that evening at 6:30.

— And, marking the end of Christ-
mas, the decorations come down. Join us
to “un-decorate” at 8:00 on Sat., Jan. 9.
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St. Stephen's Lutheran Church
5700 Pheasant Hill Road
Monona, Wisconsin 53716-3198

D:10 a.m. Christian Ed for All Ages

choir_director.ststephens@tds.net

WORSHIP HOURS
8a.m., 10am., 11 am.
(wheelchair accessible)
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PERMIT 1306
MADISON, Wi
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY
STAFF

CHURCH OFFICE
Phone (608) 222-1241

Fax (608) 222-2005
www.StStephensMonona.com

office.ststephens@tds.net
hansen.ststephens@tds.net
utphall.ststephens@tds.net
douglas.ststephens@tds.net

kcinlar.ststephens@tds.net
ststpantry@netscape.net

Tim Hansen, Senior Pastor
Nicholas Utphall, Associate Pastor
Dennis Douglas, Director of Music Ministries
Rebecca Redmann, Adult Choir Director
Jane Voss, Church Secretary

Karl Cinlar, Custodian

Judy Benzine, Food Pantry

Jennifer Boll, Nursery

Heide Powers, Handchimes Director
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