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From Our Pastor

With Gratitude

Dear Fellow Saints!

It is Annual Meeting time and it gives
us pause to reflect back on the year, and
time to look forward to what lies ahead.
If I had one word that hangs before me
these days it would be GRATITUDE. I
am thankful to God for your partnership
in this ministry. We have had an impor-
tant year together at St. Stephen’s. We
entered the year wondering about the
daunting challenge of a dwindling
Building Fund, multiple roofs in need
of repair, and a need to get ourselves on
solid footing. Now, as we look back over
the year, we can only say, “Wow!” This
congregation rose up to the challenges
before it and owned them. Thanks to all
of your hard work, we have successfully
completed the “Preparing the Way...”
Capital Fund Appeal; the “Follow Jesus”
Stewardship Drive; a thorough inspection
and plan for the roof project; a new loan
proposal that will encompass our pro-
jects; and your continued giving to the
general mission of the church. This
would be no small task in any normal
year, but given the precarious economy,
your serving has been a powerful sign of
your commitment to this ministry. For
all of your hard work, I am most grateful.

Finding ourselves on more solid foot-
ing allows us the possibility to dream of
our future together. What is our vision?
What has God called us into at St.
Stephen’s? What are the gifts that God
has given us in this congregation right
now? How might the understanding of
these gifts shape our future ministry
together? Where do we go from here?
These are just a few questions that come
to mind as I ponder our life together. In
the coming weeks you will discover a
bulletin board in the narthex that we will
call the Dream Board. You are invited to
write a dream or dreams on it. After a
few Sundays, we’ll begin to take a look at
your dreams and see where this all leads
us. It is the beginning of a vision process
that will hopefully direct us into our
future mission together. I hope that you
will take the time to participate in this
exercise as we move forward.

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you
for your partnership in the Gospel.
Thank you for your willingness to serve
in this ministry. Thank you for your
enthusiasm! Thank you for your gracious
help while Nick is on sabbatical. May
God continue to walk with us on our
journey together.

Peace,
Pastor Tim
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Our Life Together

Lenten Worship

The season of Lent is fast approach-
ing as Ash Wednesday occurs on Febru-
ary 17t this year. We will continue the
tradition of using Marty Haugen’s
“Holden Evening Prayer” as the center-
ing liturgy for our Lenten worship. This
beautiful and melodic liturgy allows us
to wonder together at God’s sacrificial
love. Our Lenten Wednesdays begin
with a simple soup supper at 5:30, made
this year by Lisa Hansen and Cheri
Schweitzer. These meals are served by
youth and family members of St.
Stephen’s. Any donations received help
offset the cost of Bible Camp for our
youth. Following the meal we will
gather in the sanctuary for worship at
6:45. You are welcome to participate as
you are able. Come and learn more
about God’s living word that breaks into
our lives.

February Lenten
Soup Suppers

February 17
Chicken Noodle
Corn/Cheese Chowder

February 24
Minestrone
Beer Cheese

Lenten Helpers

Anyone interested in helping with
some reading dramas for Lent this
year? Please see Pastor Tim.

Support for the Dane County Jail Ministry

One of the local ministries St. Stephen’s supports is the Dane County Jail Minis-
try. Rev. John Mix and Rev. Julia Weaver interact with the incarcerated population.
A Quilt Auction will be held Saturday, April 17 at Christ Lutheran Church, DeForest.
The proceeds will benefit the Jail Chaplaincy Program of Dane County. Would you
be willing to donate a quilt? Would you be interested in assembling a quilt in the
coming months that could be donated to this auction? Contact Jane Dohler 222-3794

for more information.
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Our Life Together

Care of Creation

St. Stephen’s has been invited into
a pilot project that looks at the care of
creation and the “sense of place.” It is a
project that allows us to look at who we
are and how we relate to our location. It
is a well thought out project under the
direction of Pastor Jeff Wild, Advent
Lutheran, Peter Bakken, Ph.D., Wisconsin
Council of Churches, and Bret Shaw, Ph.
D. UW. We have some grant money to
discern a project to look at how we care
for this place and our ministry together.
Their core concept is this: “The place in
which your congregation is located is
God'’s good gift of a life-sustaining
environment that is shared in community
with other people and other crea-
tures. It is a piece of creation which it is
your congregation’s “duty and delight”
to celebrate and care for to the glory of
God, for the health and well-being of
people, and for the flourishing of all
God’s creatures.”

What does this mean? We would like
to gather people together for some con-
versation about where we might go from
here. We would like to gather together on
Sunday evening, February 28th at 6 pm in
Koinonia Place. This is simply a gather-
ing of people interested in the care of
creation and what that might mean for St.
Stephen’s. Refreshments will be served!
We hope to see you there.

Upcoming
Sunday Readings

5th Sunday after Epiphany i Feb. 7

Isaiah 6:1-13/Psalm 138
1 Corinthians 15:1-11/Luke 5:1-11

Transfiguration of Our Lord i Feb. 14

Exodus 34:29-35/Psalm 99
2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2/Luke 9:28-43

1st Sunday in Lent i Feb. 21

Deuteronomy 26:1-11/Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16
Romans 10:8b-13/ Luke 4:1-13

2nd Sunday in Lent fi Feb. 28

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18/Psalm 27
Philippians 3:17-4:1/Luke 13:31-35

The Road Home

The next opportunity for St. Stephen’s
to host homeless families transitioning
to housing through The Road Home is
on Thursday, Feb. 18, 6 p.m. at Lake
Edge UCC on Buckeye Rd. Spots include
preparing and serving the meal, spending
the evening time with families and staying
the night. Speak to Pastor Tim if you can
help out.
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Our Life Together

ate

Stirring the Spirit Within

What does the food we eat have to
do with our faith? Ladies, join us for our
February Bold Café gathering on Feb. 15 at
7 p.m. at the home of Jill Ruffridge (1409
Joyce Rd. in Monona) and find out! We
will explore the topic of food ethics and
what we can learn from Scripture. Bring
your Bold Café mug and your offering for
The Road Home (toilet paper). You may
read the February hot topic at
www.boldcafe.org. New participants are
always welcome.

Last Item For Midwife Kits?

This month we will be gathering the
last item we need to complete our Global
Health Ministries Midwife Kits! That item
is bath towels, which should be regular
sized, with the thinner type preferred.
(This quality of towel usually costs be-
tween $1 to $3 at discount stores.) Used
regular sized towels are also acceptable
but must be in good condition with no
stains. Next month, we will be packing our
kits in preparation for our trip in April to
deliver them to Global Health Ministries in
Minneapolis. Stay tuned for a “packing
date”; we would love to have your help!

Ladies Road Trip!

We had so much fun at our fall
women'’s retreat that we decided that
it’s time for a spring event...a road
trip to the Twin Cities. We will be
delivering our completed midwife kits
to Global Health Ministries in Minnea-
polis, where we will have a tour and
volunteer. We will stay at Luther
Seminary, where we will also have a
tour and participate in morning chapel.
We plan to leave after work on Thurs.,
April 22 and return on Friday evening.
Look for the sign-up sheet at church
and watch for more details in the
March FATS.

Menods Bi bl

The next Men’s Bible Study will
take place at Tully’s II on Monona
Drive on Thursday evening, Feb. 11th
at 8 p.m. Come for some great conver-
sation and a brew.
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Youth and Family News

Lutherdale Sunday

On Sunday February 21st members of the Lutherdale Bible Camp staff will be with
us for the morning. They will talk about the camp and their programs for the summer.
We will also have the opportunity to register our children for camp. Brochures will be
handed out in Sunday school prior to the 21st, so that you have a chance to figure out
which week works for your family. Brochures will also be available in the church office.
On the 21st, bring your registration forms, checkbooks, and calendars to sign-up early
for camp.

Boundary Waters Canoe Trip

Circle the dates for the Boundary Waters canoe trip, July 18th—23rd. This trip is open
to any youth confirmation age or older. We have secured two permits which mean that
we have 14 spaces for the trip. Sign-up in the narthex! We will be paddling off of the
Gunflint Trail out of Tuscarora Outfitters. Because we will be using a complete outfitter,
all you need to bring are the clothes you will need. We will leave Sunday morning and
arrive Sunday night north of Grand Marais, MN. After a night in the bunk house we will
head out for our paddling journey. We will return to Tuscarora on Friday morning and
leave for home arriving on Friday night. Sound interesting? Sign up soon!

2010 Servant Week

For those high school youth interested in a servant week this summer, consider
F.L.O.O.D. This week long camp takes place July 18tr—23rd. FLOOD is a week of service
and learning that takes place, both at camp and in Milwaukee. It is an opportunity to
grow deeper in your faith as you learn what it means to allow your faith to have an
impact on your life. Check out the brochure, or go on-line at www.lutherdale.org.

Confirmation Retreat

We are planning a confirmation retreat weekend on March 5-7th at Lutherdale Bible
Camp. The cost of the weekend is $90. We will go to camp for a weekend of music,
games, faith, fellowship and fun. As the title suggests, our Bible studies this weekend
will center around what we believe about God. Our guide for this weekend will be the
Apostles’ Creed and our old friend Martin Luther is sure to make an appearance. Camp-
ers can expect: Great Food, Fun & Fellowship, Sports Activities, Camp Store, Free Time,
Skill Building Activities, Toboggan Run, Ropes Course (weather permitting), Large &
Small Group Experiential Bible Study, Camp Music & Worship . If you are interested,
please register online. St. Stephen’s will pay half of the cost of this retreat. Questions?
See Pastor Tim.
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Light a candle in the darkness. Hope and feedom must not die

Sing a song for peace and justice, speak
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Community Events

For info on upcoming events for
HospiceCare, call (608)276-4660.

For info on upcoming Al z h e i mg
Assn. events, call (608)232-3400.

The Natural Step Monona will
begin study circles mid-February. A
study circle is a way for a small group
of people to get together once per week
for nine weeks to discuss the principles
of sustainability, the issues around it,
and how to make a difference. Online
readings and a study guide focus the
discussions. For more info regarding
signing up for any of these, see
info@tnsmonona.org or call 663-2459.

Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 330,097
Principal Paid to Date 256,090
0s Remaining Balance $1,123,544

St Stephenods
Organ Fund

Pipe Organ Project $532,401

Paid Foundation Funds ($492,105)

Not Funded as of 3/2006 $ 40,296

Current Donations 36,887

Funds Needed for Completion $ 3,409

Cable Access

St. Stephen’s worship
service is officially on the air!
Monona Cable Access, channel 990 is
running the 10:00 a.m. service from the
previous week on Sundays at 10 a.m.
For those who are homebound, we
hope this will provide another way to
worship with us.

Special Gifts Received

Organ Fund: Janice & Earl Schoff; Terry
& Virginia Hesse; Bob & Alice Schuller;

Clair & Nancy Oren; Jeanette Strassman;
Thomas Moran; Steven & Pamela Vorass

Augusta Victoria: Kathleen Robinson

Sympathy

To those who mourn the death of:

©y-

7

Kenneth Nachreiner

" Recently Hospitalized

Don Michaelis, Richard Staley,
Ardis Wheeler, Edward Johnson, Elaine
Faile, Eunice Minor
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With a Thankful Heart:

to all who gave generously in
support of the relief effort in Haiti.
The total amount given thus far is
$2,553.

When you see them, please thank
students Sara Moldenhauer, Abby
Ruffridge, Anders Hansen and
Karin Hansen for preparing and
serving a free lunch of scalloped
potatoes & ham with vegetables
and salad to over 80 homeless and
hungry people at the Wil-Mar
Community Center on Jan. 16.
They were assisted by Joann Esser,
Barb Kepler, Brent Ruffridge and
Lisa & Pr. Tim Hansen.

Thank you to the following musi-
cians for their gifts of time/talent
in December: Karen Baier, Michael
Brannan, Kristen Davies, David
Hanson, Kim Han, Mishan Han,
Lisa Hansen, Sharrie Heibl, Chris
Hudson, Jim Knutson, Heide
Powers and Rebecca Redmann.
Thank you to Rebecca Redmann
for being our pianist on Jan. 17 &
24th while Dennis was away.
Thank you to those in our regular
music ensembles for their faithful
dedication to weekly rehearsals
and regular participation in wor-
ship: Steadfast, the Children’s
Handchime Choir, GosBells, and
the Sanctuary Choir.
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ELCA DISASTER RESPONSE
HAITI EARTHQUAKE RELIEF

JANUARY 2010

On Tuesday, January 12, a magni-
tude 7.0 earthquake rocked the island
country of Haiti, primarily impacting
the capital, Port-au-Prince.

Offices, hotels, houses and shops
have collapsed. The presidential
palace is in ruins and many churches
have been destroyed. Hospitals are
overflowing and the search for survi-
vors is intense.

The streets of Haiti are filled with
people in shock and searching for
loved ones among the rubble.

Your help is needed today to bring
immediate relief and continued
hope for our brothers and sisters
in Haiti. About 3 million lives,
one-third of Haiti's population, are
affected by this earthquake.

www.elca.org/disaster

Already one of the poorest countries
in the world (70 percent of Haiti's
population lives in extreme poverty).
this catastrophe will exacerbate the
suffering felt by many already living
with hunger and poverty.

ELCA Disaster Response is already
working through long-standing part-
nerships on the ground to provide
emergency food, water, shelter and
medical supplies.

Financial gifts are urgently needed.
Your gifts to ELCA International
Disaster Response, designated
for Haiti Earthquake Relief, will
be used entirely—100 percent—
for immediate relief and ongoing
recovery efforts. Your prayers and
generous gifts will make a life-sav-
ing difference. Please give today.

PRIV PINIPP I NP NPt 000 0PNl r it Pt riNeesrtron

Yes, I want to help!

O ELCA Disaster Response: Haiti Earthquake Relief §______ 1DG0059
QO ELCA Disaster Response: Where Needed Most §  IDGO060
Name

Address

City State ZIP Code

Email Address

Give through your congregation or send your check directly to: —
ELCA Disaster Response, 39330 Treasury Center, Chicago, IL 60694-9300 ““‘a
write “Haiti Earthquake Relief” on your checks memo line. BAR “‘.
RELIEF Haiti

DONATENOW. o

[ _/'

AR

=7 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2 Ged'swork. Our hands.

Donate Online
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From Our Pastor

The Time Of Nick

Pastor Nick is away on sabbatical,
returning on the 4th Sunday in Lent,
March 14. While traveling, he has been
sending short weekly updates for the

weekly bulletin insert “These Days at St.

Stephen’s” under the heading “The
Time of Nick.” Here are his missives so
far!

Sabbatical Notesii Week 1
So much already, and only 3 days in

so far! Getting familiar with Chicago
mass transit. The blessing of water at a
Greek Orthodox Epiphany Eve service.
Lots of reading on climate change.
Questions of how to enjoy God. What
can we do about the world? When?
How much? And already missing you
much!

Sabbatical Week 2

I soon finish my ecology and faith
class in Chicago and prepare to travel to
the Twin Cities. We've talked of zoning
and water and logging and more this
week. [ read, among other things,
“Pilgrim at Tinker Creek” and I have
the first hymn to share on my return.
The ice is beautiful on the shore of Lake
Michigan. And I think of you!

Sabbatical Week 3

Finished in Chicago with a brief
stopover at home. I'm now back at my
nourishing mother (“alma mater”) of
Luther Seminary in St. Paul with the
ever nourishing and provocative Prof.
David Fredrickson on the Gospel of
John. I haven’t yet found much ecology
in the Gospel, but I'm looking for it!
Days so far are rounded out with my
cousin staying at my uncle’s house.
Missing you!
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St. Stephen's Lutheran Church CZ% Z_umwwﬁmﬁmo_u_w,n_wo
5700 Pheasant Hill Road " PERMIT 1306
Monona, Wisconsin 53716-3198 MADISON. WI

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY

WORSHIP HOURS
wm.B._ 10 a.m., 11 m.Bv.
wheelchair accessible
0:10 a.m. Christian Ed for All Ages . STAFF
CHURCH OFFICE ) Tim Hansen, mm_)__o_..._ummﬁoq.
Phone (608) 222-1241 Nicholas Utphall, Associate Pastor
Fax (608) 222-2005 Dennis Douglas, Director of Music Ministries
www. StStephensMonona.com Rebecca Redmann, Adult Choir Director
office.ststephens@tds.net Heide Powers, Handchimes Director
hansen.ststephens@tds.net Jane Voss, Church Secretary
utphall.ststephens@tds.net Karl Cinlar, Custodian
douglas.ststephens@tds.net Judy Benzine, Food Pantry
choir_director.ststephens@tds.netf Jennifer Boll, Nursery
kcinlar.ststephens@tds.net
ststpantry@netscape.net

For All The Saints - February, 2010 - Page 12



