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“And you, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give 
knowledge of salvation to his people by the 
forgiveness of their sins. By the tender 
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high 
will break upon us, to give light to those 
who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of 
peace.” (Luke 1: 76-79) 

 
Our theme for this season of Advent 

is ―Light for the World to See.‖  It is a 
wonderful theme full of rich imagery 
and imagination. As we experience 
fewer hours of daylight, I am reminded 
of the power of light.  I suspect that it is 
one of the reasons Christmas lights are 
so powerful.  Creative lighting displays 
bring joy in the midst of our darkness 
and remind us of the hope and joy of 
the season. We, in the church, are re-
minded of the light of Christ that brings 
salvation and restoration.   

 
This lesson from Luke that occurs on 

the second Sunday in Advent comes 
from Zechariah‘s song. I love this song 
from Zechariah because it seems to be a 
simple and yet profound response to 
what God is up to in his life and in the 
world.  It is appropriate to lift up this 

Advent theme of light as we look to the 
hope that lies in Christ that sheds light 
in the midst of our own darkened lives.   

 
When the world seems to be crash-

ing in, there is one who brings light into 
our fears and breaks the threat of dark-
ness. While it may seem that our reality 
is dark and scary, Christ‘s light reminds 
us that God is with us in the midst of the 
darkness and will not let that darkness 
overcome us in the end. 

 
Maybe the question to ask is whether 

we trust that light or not? Are we willing 
to believe that Jesus is that light? Are we 
willing to follow this Jesus?   

 
As our stewardship theme calls us to 

reflect on what this following Jesus 
might mean for our lives, we can be sus-
tained by the good news of God‘s love, 
which is an eternal love. As this love 
sinks into the core of our being, we are 
free to serve and love because we know 
that darkness cannot win in the end. We 
are free to trust in God‘s presence and 
love. 

 
Look around you. Where do you see 

this evidence of God at work in your 
life? Who is speaking God‘s mercy and 

From Our Pastor 

                            Light for the 
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From Our Pastor 

World to See 
grace to you these days? Whose hands 
and feet is God using to remind you of his 
love today? How might God be using you 
to work in someone‘s life? All of these 
questions are important for us to ponder 
these days.   

 
In this season of Advent we have a 

gift. We have time to ponder what 
Christ‘s light illumines in our lives these 
days. We have opportunities to tell others 
this great story and bring hope and joy to 
a darkened world. May you discover, 
once again, the warmth and comfort of 
this light and be strengthened to follow 
Jesus. 

 
Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Tim 

Follow Jesus  
 

“Then he said to them all, „If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross daily and follow 
me.‟” (Luke 9:23) 

 

Our Stewardship theme this year is 
Follow Jesus. As a community of faith, St. 
Stephen‘s is committed to serve and love 
God and our neighbor through the minis-
try we share both in our neighborhood 
and across the world. Our budget covers 
support of the synod, salaries for our staff, 
benevolence dollars that support a variety 
of local  ministries, funding for the office, 
building and property needs, and parish 
ministry programs. 

 

Our Commitment Sunday will take 
place on Dec. 13. As you prepare for this 
Sunday, please take time for prayer and 
thought about your participation. Connie 
Kilmark‘s story in her temple talk on  
Sunday was a helpful metaphor to      
ponder. What role can each of us play in 
lifting the barn? 

 

Again, thank you for all of your par-
ticipation and your thoughtful support of 
the ministry at St. Stephen‘s. Together we 
do have what we need to carry out the 
ministry God calls us to do at this time. 
Will you follow Jesus with us? 
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Worship and Health Concerns  
 

The Ministry Board has discussed recently what to do about worship in a time 
of public health concerns. They have considered input from the ELCA and from 
Wartburg Seminary, among other sources.  

 
We certainly want you to continue worshiping, but also realize concerns for 

your safety. With proper precautions, we hope you will be comfortable gathering as 
God‘s people of joy! 

 
A few reminders: 
 
¶ Hand sanitizers are available in the sanctuary, including for deacons before 

serving communion. 
¶ Covering coughs, washing hands, and such simple actions go a long way in 

preventing illness! 

¶ You don‘t have to shake hands, but can, for example, simply say òGodõs 
peace!ó 

¶ Please be careful to dip the bread—and not to dip your fingers—into the 
wine. 

¶ You may choose to receive only the bread—it is still the full promise from 
Christ for you! 

¶ If you are too sick, please don‘t feel bad about choosing to stay home from 
worship. (Your caution may make it possible for others to come.) 

¶ Remember that our pastors and other visitors from St. Stephen‘s are always 
happy to pray or to bring communion to you! 

 

Our Life Together 
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Our Life Together 

Confirmation in December  
 

Remember—during the first three weeks of December, families join students for 
special Advent gatherings. Evenings run 6:30 to 8:00, starting with soup, moving to 
evening prayer, and concluding with Bible study together. 

 

 Advent Prayers & Christmas Carols  
 

Again this year, we continue our newly beloved tradition of Wednesday Advent 
Evening Prayer, a chance to sing from Marty Haugen‘s Holden Evening Prayer (before 
Nick travels to Holden Village on his sabbatical!), to light some candles, and to enjoy 
quiet during a busy season. It is also an early chance to sing some of your favorite 
Christmas carols and hear the stories behind them! Each Wednesday, Dec. 2, 9, 16, and 
23, 7:00-7:30. 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program  
 

Join the innkeeper‘s child, amazed at the miracle of Christmas. Our Sunday School 
students will act and sing in their Christmas program, ―The Wonder,‖ at the 10:00 ser-
vice on Sunday, December 20th.  

 

Students Give a Cow  
 

When is the last time you gave a goat as a gift? A duck? A pig? Sunday School 
students are collecting their money to buy animals for those in need around the world! 
Like Heifer Project, the ELCA‘s ―Global Barnyard‖ uses the funds even better to help 
development for our world‘s poorest. These are more of the ongoing efforts this year, 
following Coins for CROP hunger relief, helping Sunday School students learn about 
sharing what we have and being good stewards of our resources. Their goal of a cow is 
$500. 

 

            Decorating on December 5  
 

Wow! It‘s that time of the year already. Trim up the trees, deck the halls, and join 
together in making our community beautiful and ready for celebrations! Plan to join us 
on Saturday morning, December 5 as we decorate the church for Advent and Christ-
mas. We will gather starting at 8:30. Now is also the time to think about donating white 
lights or a tree. And to order poinsettias! 
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Our Life Together 

Christmas 
Worship  

 

Some of the best-loved 
worship gatherings of the 

year—great carols, candles, and more—
be sure to extend an invitation for fam-
ily, friends, and others to join you in 
celebrating the birth of our Lord Jesus, 
coming on Christmas! Christmas Eve 
services  (Dec. 24) are at 4:00 (especially 
great for families!), 5:30 (the most litur-
gically rich) and 10:30 (with Adult 
Choir and GosBells). A beautiful, simple 
service on Christmas Day at 10:00 is 
worth pausing celebrations at home, 
celebrating ―The Word made Flesh!‖ 
Bring in Christmas cookies to show St. 
Stephen‘s hospitality! 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study  
 

It has been an intense fall of study in 
Hebrews. To say it another way, the 
study is now in-tents! Join us Wednes-
days in December 9:00 to 10:00 for the 
shocking view of sacrifice that enables 
each of us to approach God. Wowser! 
During December we conclude our 
reading of  Hebrews—we need to finish 
before Pastor Nick leaves for sabbatical! 

 

Great Gifts  
 

The extravagance of the season may 
seem out of reach, too stressful, or     
simply not the best way to show love. If 
you‘re looking for some alternative gift 
ideas, St. Stephen‘s is ready to help! 

 
Some ideas: 
 
—Olive  and remember the reason 

for the season! These and jewelry benefit 
Palestinian artists. 

 
—Tasty Treats—Olives, chocolate 

bars, olive oil, coffee, and more! Not 
only will these delight the tongue, but 
also offer fair trade wages to farmers 
and producers. 

 
—Beautiful and Inspiring Music—A 

number of CDs are available for pur-
chase. The proceeds from the entire Tim 
Hansen Project catalog goes to good 
causes! Also look for Jim Erickson‘s new 
solo jazz piano CD and others featuring 
our choir and pipe organ. 

 
—If that‘s still more than you want 

to give, check out the ELCA ―Good 
Gifts‖ catalog, supporting people in 
need around the world with water, relief 
supplies, and even goats! 
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Our Life Together 

Bhutanese Refugees  
 

More immigrant families are arriving 
and being welcomed and settled  by Lu-
theran Social Services. Should   St. 
Stephen‘s get involved? Talk to a pastor! 

 

Menõs Bible Study 
 

Join us for Men‘s Bible Study on 
Thursday, December 10th at 8 p.m. at 
Tully‘s II on Monona Drive. 

 

The Gift of a Bible  
Kindergarten, 3rd Grade, 6th Grade  

 

As part of the commitment to our 
young people in baptism, we promise to 
―place in their hands the Holy Scrip-
tures.‖ In worship on Sunday, Dec. 6 
(which also happens to be St. Nicholas 
day—a great day for gifts for the young!), 
St. Stephen‘s will present age-appropriate 
Bibles to our Kindergartners, our 3rd 
graders, and our 6th graders; great for use 
in classes at church and in the home. If 
you can‘t be here that day, let a pastor 
know so we can get you a Bible! 

 

Annual Reports Due  
 

It‘s time to be getting your end-of-year 
reports ready for the Annual Meeting . All 
(copy ready) reports that are to be in-
cluded in the Annual Report are due in 
the church office by Monday, January 4th. 

E-FATS? 
Online Version of the Newsletter  

 

Would you like to save on paper, 
save on postage, and save on volunteer 
time? The ―For All The Saints‖ news-
letter is available in an electronic ver-
sion through our website, 
www.StStephensMonona.com. If you 
do not need your hard copy, call the 
church office or send an email to of-
fice.ststephens@tds.net. We will send 
you an email notice each month telling 
you when the newsletter is available 
online. 

 
 

Holy Land Trip 2010  
 

Pastor Tim is leading a trip to the 
Holy Land in June of 2010. The dates of 
the trip are June 14-26. We will have 
the opportunity to see not only the 
wonderful archaeological sites in Israel 
and Palestine, but also in Jordan as 
both Petra and Jerash are included in 
the tour. The best part of the trip, how-
ever, is meeting the people who call 
this land home. Spaces are beginning  
to fill. Brochures are available in the 
narthex. If you have any questions, 
please contact Pastor Tim.  
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Our Life Together 
 

 
 
 
 

Living the Question  
 

Have you made it to Adult Enrich-
ment on Sunday mornings yet? That is 
only the first question to get many more 
going! There are great responses to the 
Living the Questions (LtQ) video series 
that forms much of the structure this 
year for Adult Classes at 9:10 each Sun-
day. Upcoming questions to fuel faith 
include what to make of the ―lives‖ of 
Jesus and how we live out our faith out 
in the world. Deepen your faith, open 
your heart with LtQ! 

 
 
 
 

The Road Home ñDec. 3  
 

The next opportunity for St. 
Stephen‘s to host homeless families  
transitioning to housing through The 
Road Home is on Thursday, Dec. 3 at 
Lake Edge UCC on Buckeye Rd. Spots 
include preparing and serving the meal, 
spending the evening time with families, 
and staying the night. 

Congratulations  
Blood Donors!!  

 

Our One A Week club met its goal 
of 52 pints of blood donation for the 
year 2 months earlier than expected!!   
So far we have 58 pints. Now we are 
still one month short of the end of the 
year and the need for blood donations 
still exists. In fact, they are rapidly    
running out of blood supplies and 
EVERY donation counts. So, don‘t     
forget the Annual Blood Drive at the  
Alliant Ctr. on December 24, 7:30 a.m.—
2 p.m. It has always been a joyous event 
with holiday spirit abounding every-
where. Plan to meet some friends there 
for a group donation!! Last year our    
total was 62 pints and we can exceed 
that easily. So plan to come to the   
party and bring a guest!! Other blood 
donation sites are available by calling 
American Red Cross at 1-800-448-3543. 
Thanks again donors!! 
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Our Life Together 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ladies, join us for our Bold Café 
Christmas gathering on Monday,        
December 14 (please note change from 
usual third week!) at 7 p.m. in Fireside. 
Many of us think of Advent as a time of 
waiting, but it is more active than that—
it is a time of preparation and hope. We 
will discuss this Dec. 2009 topic at 
www.boldcafe.org. 

 
We will also enjoy Christmas coffee 

and treats and have an ornament ex-
change. Please bring your Bold Café 
mug, a wrapped $5 Christmas ornament 
to exchange, and your offering for The 
Road Home—baby wipes. 

 

Midwife Kits  
 

Remember our midwife kit project 
when you are shopping for Christmas 
presents! The donation article for this 
month is washcloths (thin type pre-
ferred). Washcloths may be used in 
good condition or new. Packages of 12-
18 washcloths can often be purchased 
for less than $5 at department stores. 

Bible Reading  
The Whole Tamale!  

 

The ELCA calls our Bibles the 
―Book of Faith,‖ speaking of it as the 
―first language of faith.‖ More and 
more of you at St. Stephen‘s are becom-
ing fluent in this faithful language of 
Scripture, through a variety of Bible 
studies and learning opportunities. 
One of the best commitments you can 
make for the New Year is to read every 
last word of your Bible. Bible Read 
Through guides will again be available 
soon! 

 

Upcoming  
Sunday Readings  

 

2nd Sunday of Advent-Dec. 6 
 

Malachi 3:1-4/ Luke 1:68-79/ 
Philippians 1:3-11/Luke 3:1-6 
 

3rd Sunday of Advent-Dec. 13 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20/Isaiah 12:2-6 
Philippians 4:4-7/Luke 3:7-18 
 

4th Sunday of Advent-Dec. 20 
 

Micah 5:2-5a/Luke 1:46b-55 
Hebrews 10:5-10/Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 
 

1st Sunday of Christmas-Dec. 27 
 

1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26/Psalm 148 
Colossians 3:12-17/Luke 2:41-52 
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What is a òReconciling in Christó Congregation? 
 

A Statement for Open and Welcoming Lutheran Churches  
 

Long before the ELCA made headlines with the 2009 Churchwide Assembly this 
August, our church has understood that God‘s grace and love are for everybody, and 
the good news is for all of us sinners, especially for when we are most broken and 
hurting. In 1991, the ELCA affirmed ―that gay and lesbian people, as individuals      
created by God, are welcome to participate fully in the life of the congregations of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.‖ 

 

Still, even with that understanding of inclusion and full participation so strongly 
underscored this year, often people who are gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
find churches to be an unloving place. 

 

Since 1983, congregations have had the opportunity to adopt a statement of affir-
mation that signals they are welcoming. This designation is called ―Reconciling in 
Christ.‖ Currently, three churches in our area (Advent, Lake Edge, and St. John‘s) have 
become Reconciling in Christ congregations. Watch for conversations at St. Stephen‘s. 

 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  
 

As of Friday, November 20th, we have received commitments for over 
$414,000 for the Preparing the Way...Capital Fund Appeal!  We are now 
prepared to move ahead with securing the right bids for the new roofs and 

for re-structuring our financing. We will continue to keep you updated on our status. If 
you are able and interested, you may still make a commitment or a donation by the 
end of the year. The Finance Committee is working on the details and will have their 
work done in time for the Annual Meeting in January. Thank you for your generous 
support. 

Anonymous Gift Opportunity  
An anonymous donor in the congregation has come forward in a desire to ―pay-

off‖ the Organ Fund at St. Stephen‘s. This donor would like to pay a ―dollar for dollar‖ 
match up to half of the remaining amount. The total of the amount is around $15,000. If 
you would like to consider an end-of-the-year gift, please consider this generous offer. 
The donor would like to wrap this up by December 31st. Thank you for your consid-
eration. 

Our Life Together 
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Music Notes  
 

We begin a new ―church year‖ on Nov. 29th, which is the First Sunday of Advent. 
At our 8:00 & 10:00 services, we will use Setting 5 from our hymnal Evangelical         
Lutheran Worship. Some of you may remember it as Setting 2 from the Service Book 
and Hymnal (SBH), the red hymnal that preceded the green Lutheran Book of Worship 
(LBW). It was also used in LBW as Setting 3. This setting is more chant-like and reflec-
tive. You will note other changes for the season of Advent; we use the Kyrie, and omit 
the Hymn of Praise. We speak the Nicene Creed instead of the Apostles‘ Creed. 

 
In addition to the four Sundays in Advent, you have the opportunity to worship on 

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. We will use the beautiful Holden Evening Prayer ser-
vice, along with some favorite Christmas carols. 

 
Advent also brings to St. Stephen‘s a couple of wonderful concerts you will not 

want to miss: 
 
Perfect Harmony Menõs ChorusñSunday, Dec. 6th, the Perfect Harmony Men‘s 

Chorus will present ―A Solstice Celebration‖ at 3:30 p.m. This concert will feature the 
world premier of a new work by Arthur Durkee titled ―Weavers of Light‖ with tradi-
tional and original texts. In addition, they will be singing the Madison premier of 
―Solstice.‖ This work is based on Native American chant, and was commissioned for 
the Columbus Gay Men‘s Chorus. Cost is $15 for adults, and $12 for seniors and       
students. Tickets may be purchased at the door. 

 

St. Stephenõs Christmas ConcertñSaturday, Dec. 12, at 7 p.m., the musicians and 
choirs of all ages of St. Stephen‘s will present a concert featuring a ―Festival of Lessons 
and Carols‖ by Jonathan Willcocks. This work, which is based on the format of the   
traditional service broadcast on Christmas Eve from the Chapel of King‘s College at 
Cambridge, provides a wonderful opportunity to hear—and join in!—some out-
standing Advent and Christmas music. Be sure to invite your friends, neighbors and 
family for what will be a very special  evening. If you cannot make the Saturday eve-
ning program, it will be repeated on  Sunday, Dec. 13 at 2:30 p.m. in the auditorium at 
Oakwood Village West. The concert is free, though a freewill offering is appreciated. 

 

Our Life Together 
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Special Gifts Received  
 

Organ Fund: Pamela & Steven Vorass; 
Randall Romanski & Shannon Theis; 
Tammy & Brian Bartels; Bea & Don  
Fadness; Connie & Jack Newman; Dale 
& Betty St. John; Bruce Iverson; Leone 
Helstad, Dick & Judy Benzine, Gene & 
Jo Hanson and Bob & Phyllis Seiler 
given in memory of Robin Martinson 
Duesler; Sally Iverson, Dorothy Hayden 
& Stanley Carlson in memory of Vivian 
Carlson 
 

Augusta Victoria: Jeanette Strassman 
Kathleen Robinson 

Mortgage Information  
 

Original Balance            $1,379,644 
Interest Paid to Date      315,281 
Principal Paid to Date         241,144 
Remaining Balance       $1,138,500 

St. Stephenõs Foundation  

Organ Fund  
 

Pipe Organ Project       $532,401 
Paid Foundation Funds                     ($492,105) 
Not Funded as of 3/2006            $  40,296 
Current Donations     25,827 
Funds Needed for Completion          $  14,469 

See matching opportunity on p. 10 

Recently Hospitalized  
 

Bob Evans, Shirley Lauersdorf,  
Jack Sorensen, Karen Baier 

Sympathy  
To those who mourn the death of: 

 

Vivian Carlson, Robert Bodden 

Food Pantry  
 

The Pantry needs 12-16 oz. plastic 
bottles, paper bags and plastic bags. 

Prayers for Deployed 
Military  

 

Keep in your prayers people from St. 
Stephen‘s deployed in the military. You 
may also use this address to send cards 
or packages. (Please write the address 
exactly as it appears.) 

 

    Daniel Williams        
    HHC, 34th ID ISR X 
    Unit #117 
    APO AE  09374 

Community Events  
 

For info on upcoming events for 
HospiceCare, call (608)276-4660. 

 
For info on upcoming Alzheimer‘s 

Assn. events, call (608)232-3400. 
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With a Thankful Heart: 
¶ to the ladies who prepared a 

luncheon for the Vivian Carlson 
funeral: Jane Dohler, Barb Allen, 
Rebecca Redmann, Caroline  
Jambura, Jan McChesney, Sylvia 
Reinholdt, Sandy Knesting and 
Doris Brendler 

¶ to those who prepared turkeys 
for the Wil-Mar Thanksgiving: 
Suzy Hanson, Tom Moran, Bill & 
Doris Brendler, Jane Dohler, 
Connie Newman, Joann Esser, 
Lois Offerdahl, Ed & Edie 
Nowicki, Steve & Karen Day, 
Phyllis Seiler, Karen Kordela, 
Carolyn Evenstad, Carol 
Wiskowski, and Ray Cattell. 
Much appreciated!! 

¶ to confirmation students Nick 
Heyworth and Anders Hansen 
who helped prepare and serve a 
Thanksgiving dinner to 135 
homeless and hungry people at 
Wil-Mar on Nov. 21. They were 
assisted by Barb Kepler, Phyllis 
Seiler, Cheri & Chad Schweitzer, 
Angela Heyworth, Joann Esser, 
Tim & Lisa Hansen and their 
friend Sue Miller. 

¶ to all who contribute! 
¶ again to the creative, dedicated 

‗Preparing the Way….‘ Capital 
Appeal leadership 

¶ to all who organized, worked, & 
shopped to make the Fall Bazaar 
an amazing success! 

¶ to musicians for their gifts of 
time and talent in November: 
Michael Brannan, Kristen      
Davies, Bea Fadness, David 
Hanson, Cory Hamilton, Kim 
Han, Mishan Han, Anders  
Hansen, Belle Heberling,    
Sharrie Heibl, Chris Hudson, 
Jim Knutson, Erik Nielsen, 
Heide Powers, Rebecca 
Redmann, Stephen Redmann, 
Jim Reichling, and Tessa        
Romanski 

¶ to those in our regular music 
ensembles for their faithful 
dedication to weekly rehearsals 
and regular participation in 
worship: Steadfast, the Chil-
dren‘s Handchime Choir, Gos-
Bells, and the Sanctuary Choir 

¶ to those who keep track of leaks 
¶ to those who collect leaves 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

With heartfelt thanks Dick and I 
thank each of you for all the food, 
prayers and wishes for a speedy    
recovery after my surgery. I thank 
the Lord for His amazing love. 
 

Friends in Christ,  
Judy Benzine 
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From Our Pastor  

                                 Thanks in 
I‘ve previously written here that I appre-
ciate this time of year more and more; the 
transition from autumn into Advent, and 
the blanket of thanksgiving that overlays 
the whole time. 
 
With Thanksgiving this year, a phrase 
sticks in my mind:  “Thank God I don‟t have 
it that bad!” 
 
Sometimes our thanks is prompted by   
being better off than somebody else, that 
they‘ve got more problems than we do:  I 
may not have a lot, but she‘s got less. I 
may not be great, but he‘s worse. We may 
be dealing with illness, but they‘re facing 
death. At least my life isn‘t as bad as it 
could be! Thank God! 

 
The apparently applicable German word  
is schadenfreude. It is about taking delight 
in somebody else‘s sorrows or tragedies.   

 
Now, I intended to write about giving 
thanks, not about gloating in others‘ mis-
fortunes. So this is just to say that our 
gratitude should not only be prompted by 
comparisons—being more thankful for 
having more. Further, the phrase ―Thank 
God!‖ should not only be one of relief, but 
of intentional appreciation. 
 

Thanks is not only for times of cornuco-
pia abundance, when table legs are 
straining from the weight of so bountiful 
a feast. We may yet give thanks even 
amid a perceived lack. 1 Thessalonians 5 
encourages this broader thankfulness:   

 

Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,  
give thanks in all circumstances;  
for this is the will of God   
in Christ Jesus for you. 
 

What a gracious way to state it:  ―give 
thanks in all circumstances!‖ 

 
Now, there are quite a few circum-
stances that don‘t first cause a desire to 
be grateful. Our world has been fully 
proclaiming such disappointments     
and disasters. I‘ve had a couple conver-
sations over the past weeks deciding 
that 2009 will be a ―year to forget.‖   

 
In such circumstances, I‘m not encour-
aging you to be a grateful glutton for 
punishment, like Animal House‟s ―Thank 
you, sir, may I have another!‖ Yet God‘s 
goodness is probably still there some-
where. That‘s not the same as saying 
that everything happens for a reason, 
which I don‘t believe. Rather, God‘s 
grace can—and must!—permeate even 
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From Our Pastor  

 ALL Circumstances?! 
the lowest moments that would seem de-
void of blessing.  
 

A personal circumstance as a small exam-
ple: This year‘s Thanksgiving table is the 
first without my grandpa and great-
grandma, after their deaths this last year.  
Same for my sister, celebrating for the first 
time with her fiancé‘s family. That could 
make my gathering somewhat melan-
choly and empty feeling, missing these 
loved ones.  
 

But even that circumstance of absence can 
inspire thanks to God. I‘m not thankful 
they‘re gone. But intentionally turning to 
God, this year I‘m even more grateful for 
those who are still there, remembering 
how transitory lives can be. I give thanks 
for the memories of those who are no 
longer there. I‘m thankful for the new   
beginnings for Katie, anticipating mar-
riage.  Finally, I rejoice in the promise that 
says all of us will be reunited in Christ‘s 
coming again.  
 

Having this foundation of seeing God‘s 
world, we may then look at others who 
have less, grateful for the eyes of Christ 
with which we see them and the hands of 
Christ with which we may help.  
 

Thanks be to God! 

   Sabbatical 
  Among my gratitude, I certainly need to 

mention my upcoming sabbatical time.  
It will be a time of absence, when I‘ll 
certainly miss you. But I‘m extremely 
thankful to the congregation for this  
gift of rejuvenation and refueling for 
ministry here. I also appreciate Tim‘s 
willingness to pick up the extra load!   

 

Beginning on Monday, January 4, 2010, 
I will begin about ten weeks of sabbati-
cal time away, largely focusing on  
Creator and Creation.  I plan to take a 
―Greening your Congregation and 
Community‖ class at the Chicago semi-
nary and to participate in a class on the 
Gospel of John with one of my favorite 
professors at Luther Seminary. In Feb-
ruary, Acacia and I will travel to the   
Pacific Northwest to visit some old 
friends and to spend some time at    
Holden Village, a Lutheran mountain 
retreat. (Watch for a St. Stephen‘s trip 
summer 2011!) I‘m also anxious for 
some reading and to do some dreaming 
about environmental education for 
young people around here. 

 

Thank you for this amazing opportu-
nity! 

 

+ nick 
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