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―You mean there are no showers out 
here?‖ 

 
 This was one of the initial reflections on 
what it meant to be out in the wilderness.  
On our first annual (!) trip to the Bound-
ary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness, I had 
four young men in my group of eight.  
Things progressed strongly for those 
four, and for all of us, in terms of our   
insights and also in our readiness for the 
ordeals of canoe camping. 

 
 But it did start with the shocked surprise 
of no showers. 

 
 The Boundary Waters is an enormous 
area in northern Minnesota maintained 
under the 1964 Wilderness Act, which 
provides strict guidelines to preserve the 
natural character of the place.  So, no, 
there are no showers. There are no      
motorboats or floatplanes. There are    
certainly no roads. Each campsite has 
only a fire grate and a pit toilet in the 
woods.  Visitors are expected to ―leave 
no trace.‖ 
 
This was something new for the four 
teenagers in my group, but, as I say, they 
grew in their understanding and respect 
for the place. Already by the end of the 

first day, we had shoes falling apart, 
gear completely soaked in a cold rain, 
bloody feet, and many, many tired mus-
cles.  There are no other amenities and 
aids than what we brought with us or 
what we could find in nature. We fil-
tered   water, used the rays of sun as our 
dryer.  We carried canoes along trails 
and worked hard as a team to share the    
burdens. 

 
 On the second day out, we paddled 
across Brule Lake, one of the biggest in 
the Boundary Waters and almost half 
again as big as Lake Monona. There it 
was occurring to the youth how amaz-
ing it was that nobody lived along those 
shores, not even somebody rich. Look-
ing across the distance, there was no 
state capitol on the horizon, no homes, 
no buildings. Just trees, loons, and     
perhaps an occasional canoe.   

 
 The Wilderness Act says these places are 
to remain ―untrammeled by man, where 
man himself is a visitor who does not 
remain.‖ It can, indeed, be a marvel to 
witness places where we aren’t in 
charge, where it is not our footprint that 
is most important, where keeping us out 
is in fact what makes the place special. 
 

From Our Pastor 

                               Thoughts 
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From Our Pastor 

 from Canoes 
 So it was that on the third day our 
young men noticed human absence as 
a beneficial thing. In our devotions 
around a campfire that evening, they 
spoke of how so often when we build 
things and think we are making       
improvements, it turns out to be some-
thing destructive to so much more life. 

 
 They spoke of the oil spill in the Gulf, 
noting that if our calling is to care for 
this planet, we have clearly fallen 
tragically short. They realized the   
love of God means something pretty 
enormous.  It is hard even to care for 
each other. If they were in God’s 
place—facing a people who had 
caused so much terrible devastation—
they figured they probably would 
have thrown in the towel long ago. 

 
 While paddling on day four, they were 
noticing the clarity of the lakes—that 
they could see feet down and could 
even drink straight from the water, a 
standard to which our local lakes fall 
disgustingly short. While appreciating 
this glorious escape from the ills of   
urban life, we reminded each other 
that still there are refuges both to enjoy 
and to care for even in our own back-

yards and regular daily lives—still      
water, still arbor vitae, still moon and 
clouds, still each other. 
 
 By the end, they weren’t lamenting the 
time away from fast food convenience or 
computer and televised technology but 
were instead envious of a kayaker who 
was spending a whole month in that  
special wilderness. They could see them-
selves finding that a good experience.  

 
 But they did miss having a shower. 

 
 
 
+nick 
 

   PS ð Pastor Sharing 
   Iõm always interested in learning and                    

thinking more about faith and monthly     
want to share and recommend something 
worthwhile Iõve been reading. 
Jim O’Connor recommended The Faith                   
Instinct: How Religion Evolved and Why it 
Endures. The book addresses why relig-
ion so often seems connected to violence 
and how it motivates the best behavior 
in society, from the earliest hunters to 
ourselves now.  
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Our Life Together 

Season Finale  
  

 The last Lawn Chair 
Worship for this summer 
season will take place at 
Frost Woods Beach, 7:00-7:30 
on Thursday, August 26. 

 
 
 

Lutherdale Prayers  
 

The last of our eleven Lutherdale 
campers for the summer will be at camp 
this week for a three day "Mini-
Elementary" experience. Please keep 
Alexander and Benjamin Moen and 
Jacob Fisher in your prayers these days. 
Thank you for all of your support for 
outdoor ministries for our youth, includ-
ing the Lenten suppers and Easter 
breakfast that have helped to offset  
costs for camp.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lutherdale  
Quilt  

Auction  
 

Ladies, join us for a day of fun at the 
Lutherdale Quilt Auction, August 14th 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Over 300 quilts will 
be auctioned off as a fund raiser for    
Lutherdale Bible Camp. (See the quilts 
donated by St. Stephen’s members!) The 
day also includes silent auction theme 
baskets, arts and crafts, quilters’ odds 
and ends, and baked goods for sale. 
There will be lunch and sweet corn 
available as well. Activities for kids     
include the climbing tower, swimming 
at the waterfront, and animals at the 
farm camp plus pontoon rides on the 
lake. Admission is free. We will meet at 
church at 8 am to carpool. Please sign up 
at church if you plan to attend. 

 
 

Menõs Bible Study 
 

On the second Thursday of each 
month bring a Bible and grab a drink for 
some conversation with other guys. We 
meet at Tully’s II on Monona Drive at        
8:00 p.m. This month it is Thursday,   
August 12. 
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Our Life Together  

Reconciling in Christ  
 

We continue to follow up after our congregation’s vote at 
the Annual Meeting to become a Reconciling in Christ  
congregation. St. Stephen’s information will be listed on 
the Lutherans Concerned/North America website 
(www.lcna.org) and we’ll have more on how to be the 
most    welcoming soon. Below is our ―Affirmation of Wel-
come.‖ Be sure to watch for the rainbow heart symbol, as 
well!  

 
As a community of the people of God, we are called to minister to all people in our world, 

knowing that the world is often an unloving place. Our world is a place of alienation and    
brokenness. Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness. We are challenged by the Gospel to 
be agents of healing within our society. 

 
We affirm with the apostle Paul that in Christ òthere is neither Jew nor Greek, there is  

neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor femaleó (Galatians 3:28). Christ has made us 
one. We acknowledge this reconciliation extends to people of all sexual orientations and gender 
identities. 

 
Because gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons and their families are often scorned 

by society and alienated from the Church, we wish to make known our caring and concern. It 
is for this purpose that we affirm the following: 

 

¶ that people of all sexual orientations and gender identities share the worth that comes 
from being unique individuals created by God;  

¶ that people of all sexual orientations and gender identities are welcome within the   
membership of St. Stephenõs upon making a common, public Affirmation of Faith; and 

¶ that as members of this congregation, people of all sexual orientations and gender    
identities are expected and encouraged to share in the sacramental and general life of 
this community of faith 
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Our Life Together 

Homecoming  
is Coming  

 

Homecoming Sunday will be    
celebrated on Sunday, September 12th. 
Our guest speaker for the morning  
will be the Rev. Dr. Stanley Olson.    
Dr. Olson is the Executive Director for 
Vocation and Education in the ELCA. 
He comes to us having served in a vari-
ety of ministries throughout his career 
including parish ministry, seminary 
professor, and having served as Bishop 
of the Southwest MN Synod of the 
ELCA. Put Homecoming Sunday on 
your schedule as we kick-off our new 
programmatic year together at St. 
Stephen’s!  

 

If you haven’t been around for a 
while, it is a perfect time to come home 
and check out the ministry of your 
church. See you at church! 

BWCA Trip  
 

A group of 21 youth and 
adults from St. Stephen’s spent 5 days 
in the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
last week. Three groups went out from 
Tuscarora Outfitters north of Grand 
Marais on the Gunflint Trail.  It was a 
great week that tested our endurance 
as we fought the elements—wind, rain 
and storms. Oh...and mosquitoes, too!  

 

A special thanks goes out to our 
crew leaders, Ken Koscik, Pastor Nick, 
and Pastor Tim and to all adults who 
provided guidance and help to youth. 
We look forward to the next opportu-
nity to paddle in the wilderness. Stay 
tuned for ways to see our experience 
through pictures and story. 

FLOOD BUCKETS  
 

Lutheran Social Services Project Recovery is collecting items for those who have      
recently been flooded out in the southern part of the state to help clean-up efforts.  
Needed items include: 3.3 gallon pails; collapsible tool handles; attachments such as 
push brooms, cotton mops, or squeegees; scrub brushes; sponges; nitrile gloves; 
bleach; ProClean biodegradable cleaner; large trash bags  

 

Bring items by Aug. 3 to the LSS office at 6314 Odana Rd. Call 444-4809 with any 
questions. 
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Our Life Together 

Ministry Board Report  
 

The Ministry Board of St. Stephen’s met on July 15th at Tim and Lisa Hansen’s 
home in McFarland. Some of the initial discussion centered on our summer finances 
and the need to continue plugging away at paying our summer bills. Conveniently 
interwoven into that discussion was talk about worship attendance and how this     
affects our summer giving, and our giving in general. There were interesting thoughts 
expressed about how we might be able to grow our worship numbers. While many 
Board members agree that it is an issue that we should address, the question            
remained about how best to do it. One easy way was using some of the things that  
we already do to encourage invitation. Homecoming Sunday on September 12th is a 
perfect opportunity to work on our inviting and welcoming people back home. We all 
agreed that it would be helpful to have some more conversation about this topic, not 
only at future meetings, but with more members of the congregation. 

 
We have also begun to look at children and youth ministries and what we are  

currently doing, and what might be the process to look deeper at this ministry need. 
The pastors will soon be convening a meeting including several Board members and 
their children to begin looking at this opportunity. They will be using a book titled 
Up the Creek With a Paddle: Building Effective Youth and Family Ministry. We look 
forward to hearing of their discussion and what might come from it. 

 
We will next be meeting on August 19th. If you have any concerns or questions, 

please feel free to speak to any of us as we move forward together. Thank you for all 
your work on behalf of our ministry at St. Stephen’s! 
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Seasoned Saints  
Fall/Winter Opportunities  

 

Christmas is just a few months away 
but we need to get our reservations in by 
September 8th for the December 2nd     
Fireside Christmas gala. A limited number 
of tickets ($55) are available, so get your 
reservation in by September 8th by calling 
Mike Brannan at 228-6710. 

 

We will be having another breakfast on 
Sept. 18th so mark your calendar now. 

 

On October 15th come see the fall col-
ors and enjoy a ride thru the countryside 
with a couple of stops—the Cedar Crest 
Cheese Factory in Plain and then lunch at 
the Farm Kitchen Restaurant near Devil’s 
Lake and finally a stop for apples at Ski Hi 
Orchard. The cost of transportation is $18. 
For more info and to reserve a spot, contact 
Mike at 228-6710 by Sept. 18th. 

New Member  
 

Terry Peterson may already be 
known here at St. Stephen’s. Terry 
comes to us from McFarland Lutheran 
and was a pastor in the ELCA before 
retiring. He has been a guest organist at 
St. Stephen’s on previous occasions. His 
interests include teaching piano lessons 
and international travel.  

 

St. Stephenõs Golf Outing 
 

Our final golf outing for the sum-
mer will take place on Sunday, Aug. 29 
at 3 p.m. at the Monona Golf Course. 
Following our golf we will meet at the 
church for a Potluck BBQ. Bring your 
own meat to grill and a dish to pass. 
Plan on grilling around 6 p.m. Families 
are invited. 

Our Life Together 

Bulletin Change  
During the month of August we are going to try out a change for our 8:00 and 

10:00 worship bulletins. We have felt our bulletins are beautiful and welcoming, but 
use a lot of resources. In addition to trying to limit pages in these monthly newsletters 
and to offer resources electronically, we believe we can be better stewards on Sundays 
while still offering a usable format. 

 

The new format will include a single piece of paper as a guide for the service. The 
Bible readings will be available on a separate sheet for those who need to follow along 
rather than just listen. On average, this means we should save two pieces of paper per 
person each week. At about 200 bulletins, that means we would be saving the paper 
and the printing costs for 20,000 sheets in a year! Please give it a try and offer your 
feedback. 
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Our Life Together 

Fishes and Loaves  
LOPPW  

Advocacy Training   
 

  With five loaves of bread and two fish, Jesus and his disciples fed more than 5,000    
people. Through advocacy, we bring daily bread to thousands in Wisconsin and        
millions around our country. The Lutheran Office for Public Policy in Wisconsin     
invites you to participate in advocacy training and learn how we live out our         
baptismal calling to strive for justice and peace.  
 
 The Loaves and Fishes Advocacy Day will take place on Saturday, September 25 at     
Calvary Lutheran in Green Bay, 10:00 - 3:00. Cost is $25 and $10 for students; lunch    
provided. RSVP at 270-0201 or contact@loppw.org. 
 

 

LWR School Kits  
 

We are again nearing the time of year to collect items for school kits to be sent to     
students of all ages around the world by Lutheran World Relief. The boxcar will be 
loaded October 9 and there will be more info about assembling kits before then. 

 

 Each kit should contain: 
 

¶ 3 Notebooks (not loose-leaf)  

¶ Blunt scissors  

¶ Ruler  

¶ Pencil sharpener  

¶ 6 new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

¶ Eraser  

¶ Construction paper in assorted colors  

¶ Crayons  

If you can’t make it shopping, you are again welcome to make a donation. Thank 
you to Shauna and Kathy Robinson for again organizing, and thank you in advance for 
your continued support! 
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Our Life Together 

Homeless Services  
  

     Learn more about homeless services 
and emergency shelters in Madison on 
Tuesday, August 10th in the Fellowship 
Hall of First United Methodist Church at 
203 Wisconsin Avenue.  
 
A dinner starts at 5 p.m. ($10 suggested 
donation). From 6-7 p.m., each of the non
-profits (The Road Home, Salvation 
Army, Porchlight, Domestic Abuse       
Intervention Services, and YWCA) will 
present.  
 
 
 

E-Newsletter  
Save on Paper & Postage!  

 
You can receive the monthly newsletter 
electronically. Questions? Call the church 
office (222-1241). 
 

Childrenõs Play 
Structure  

 

The new play system is installed! 
Climb a ladder. Slide back down. Go for 
a swing. There’s lots to do and great fun 
for kids (and maybe a few adults)! 
Thanks to Ruffridges and all who 
worked hard to get it here! 

 
 

 

Take Me Out to  
the Ball Game!  
Mallards on Sat.,  

August 7   
 

The Madison Mallards play the    
Eau Claire Express at 6:05 on Saturday, 
August 7, and you’re invited to join  
others from St. Stephen’s cheering in  
the stands. A generous member has  
purchased a group of tickets and invites 
you to make a $5 (or more) donation to 
the Food Pantry for each ticket you can 
use. Call the church office to check on 
availability. 
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Special Gifts Received  
 

Augusta Victoria: Kathy Robinson, 
Jeanette Strassman, Dan & Carol  
Anderson, Marilon & John Krebs 

Mortgage Information  
 

Original Balance            $1,379,644 
Interest Paid to Date      353,232 
Principal Paid to Date         269,326 
Remaining Balance       $1,110,318 

Baptized  
 

Connor James Anderson, son of           
Ryan & Andrea Anderson 

 
 

Janelle Gutierrez Stine & Korbin Port, 
children of Roy & Laura Stine 

 

Please continue to pray for these       
children who have new life in Christ. 

Sympathy  
 

To those who mourn the death of:  
 

John Cerro, William Eichner, 
Lorraine Grinde 

Preparing the Way  
(thru 2nd quarter ñNovember 2009  
                               thru April 2010)  

 

Pledged to Date           $     71,679 
Received to Date          $    75,768 

Community  
 

For info on upcoming HospiceCare 
events, call (608)276-4660. 

 

For info on upcoming Alzheimerõs 
Assn. events, call (608)232-3400. 

Prayers for Deployed  

Military  
 

Please keep Nick Brewer in your 
prayers while he is deployed from Fort 
Hood. 

Recently Hospitalized  
 

Kent Evenstad, Ardell Dahl 

Wedding Congrats!  
 

Philip Rohs & Sara Willcutt  
on June 12th 

WANTEDé. 
 

Ready-to-spread frosting containers 
and the lids that go with them. Please 
leave them in the box underneath the 
mailboxes near the church office door. 
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¶ to Joann Esser, Donna Schroeder, Bob 
& Jackie Hepler, Becky Mitchell and 
Cindy & Mike Littel who prepared 
and served lunch to 83 homeless    
and hungry people at the Wil-Mar 
Community Center on July 17th 

¶ to the following ladies who prepared 
and served at the funeral luncheon 
for Anita Eley: Lu Schroeder, Jan 
McChesney, Dorry Evans, Phyllis 
Seiler, Ginger Bollinger, Lisa Hansen, 
Janice Johnson, Leone Helstad, 
Shirley Worl and Dolores Gust 

¶ Thank you to the following musicians 
for their gifts of time/talent in July: 

 Karen Baier, Michael Brannan, Julie 
 Buss, Tristan Campbell, Kristen      
 Davies, Mishan Han, Karin Hansen, 
 David Hanson, Sharrie Heibl, Lisa 
 Manion, Terry Peterson, Heide 
 Powers, Rebecca Redmann, Jim 
 Reichling   
¶ to those who sang in the Summer 

Choir at the 8:00 service on July 18th, 
and to Rebecca Redmann for direct-
ing 

¶ to those who attend and who support 
Bible Camp at Lutherdale and other 
locations 

¶ to our band Steadfast for their hard 
work and dedication week after week 

¶ to all who wrote to Congress on      
behalf of the poor and hungry 
through our Bread for the World     
offering of letters and to Drew  

With a Thankful Heart: 
Anderson for organizing it 

¶ to Dick Mueser for advocating for     
organ donation 

¶ to all who worked hard to participate 
in (and enjoy!) the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area 

¶ to families enjoying Tuesday evening 
fun times together 

¶ to those planning Sunday School 
¶ to people who weed on humid days 
¶ to those who dream and share visions 

 
 

BBQ & Soul Food Thank You 
 

A ―huge‖ thank you to you who put up/
removed flags; put out/removed picnic 
tables; who contributed delicious and     
interesting salads and desserts, lettuce 
leaves, tomato slices, chips, ice, onions, 
sauerkraut; who shared their culinary    
expertise; who sweated over the hot grills, 
who moved tons of chairs outside and 
then back in; who enhanced worship with 
music and song; who helped set up/clean 
up for this year’s BBQ & Soul Food; and 
who attended these traditional gatherings! 
An average of 60 people per week            
attended these events. And a ―huge-r‖ 
thank you to the pastors, who never cease 
to amaze us with their creativity (and 
nerve). 
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Friday, August  20 

& Every 20th Day of the Month 

5:30-6:00 p.m. 
 

For All People of Faith 
Candlelight, Prayer, Readings, Song 

 St. Stephenõs Lutheran 

Church 
 

5700 Pheasant Hill Road 

Monona, WI  53716 
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òWhen I look at your heavens, the work of 
your fingers, the moon and the stars that you 
have established; what are human beings that 
you are mindful of them, mortals that you 
care for them?           (Psalm 8:3-4) 

 

During the course of this past week in 
the boundary waters we spent time with 
Psalm 8. This Psalm is a good one to pon-
der in the midst of the vast expanse of the 
BWCA (Boundary Waters Canoe Area).  
Every evening we would gather around 
the fire or out on one of the rock ledges  
of a campsite and wrestle with parts of 
this Psalm. 

 

Each day brought new appreciation 
for this Psalm as we encountered so 
many wonderful things—from a moose 
and her calf swimming across Gaskin 
Lake in front of us, to a family of loons 
playing around the canoe as we gathered 
water one evening. We saw an impres-
sive aerial show by a bald eagle right 
over our heads, and paddled through 
beautiful lily pad fields with flowers in 
full bloom. It was not hard to take some 
time and wonder about our reality; about 
who we are and who God is. 

 

It was Tuesday morning (and after-
noon) that we understood our place in 
this creation. While the day began with a 

delicious breakfast of bacon and eggs hot 
off the griddle, hopes were high as we 
prepared for new sights deeper into the 
BWCA, things changed quickly as we 
heard the first rumblings of thunder.   
We let the storm pass before deciding    
to move on. We had scheduled a long 
paddle that day anyway, and it seemed 
like this was to be an all-day rain. So off 
we went across Gaskin Lake and to the 
portage onto Winchell Lake. Winchell 
Lake is a beautiful lake with high cliffs 
on the south side of the lake. It is about 6 
miles long and it is narrow, which makes 
for an interesting paddle when you are 
going into strong headwinds and driving 
rain. By the time we got to the portage 
on the other side of the lake, we were 
cold, hungry and very tired. I never     
believed peanut butter and fresh apples 
could taste so good. The food and the 
rest buoyed us and we re-grouped for 
the paddle ahead. We were hoping to 
make camp at a cool island on South 
Cone Lake. As we passed through the 
next series of lakes, it was becoming   
evident that many of our fellow travelers 
in the BWCA had not ventured out in the 
rain, and even as the sun broke out into a 
beautiful afternoon, people stayed put, 
which is a tough thing when trying to 
find an open campsite. 

From Our Pastor  

  Paddle Pondering 



 
For All The Saints – August, 2010 –  Page 16 

Needless to say, the campsite on South 
Cone was taken as was every campsite on 
the way to Brule Lake. Brule is a very 
large lake—much larger than Winchell, 
and as we made our way westward, we 
had difficulty finding an open site until 
we found the last island on the western 
edge of the lake. The campsite was beauti-
ful! As we sat around the campfire that 
night after a thirteen-mile paddle into 
strong winds, I was sore and tired. But       
I was proud of what our guys had          
accomplished. It was as tough a paddle 
day as I have experienced in the BWCA, 
and these guys did it! 

 

One of the things that hit me that night 
as we processed the day was the Psalm.  
In the midst of the driving rain and wind, 
I thought about how small and insignifi-
cant I was (no kidding!) in that little canoe.  
There are no grace points for nature. You 
have to endure. The wind does not abate 
because we are human beings. Creation 
seemed so much larger than what I take 
for granted every day. In the midst of that 
paddle, all I could think of was getting our 
guys to the next portage, the next lake.  
Who was I, but one man in the middle of  
a storm I could not control, but had to    
endure? 

 

And yet, these words kept coming up 
from the Psalm: ò...what are human beings 
that you are mindful of them, mortals 
that you care for them?ó Never was there 
a moment when God was absent. 
Throughout the whole ordeal God was 
with us. This was of great comfort, even in 
our most trying moments. 

So what do we take away from this 
experience? How do we process the day? 
The trip? 

 

I think trips like these help give us 
perspective. In the fast-paced lives that 
we live, it is too easy to get lost in our 
own self-importance. We get lost in our 
own rush to get what we want. We      
become so self-centered at times that we 
lose the ability to see the larger world 
around us and what our role is in that 
world. This trip was a good eye opener. 
It was a gift to us. We were fortunate to 
experience God’s creation in a new way 
and have time to ponder who and whose 
we are. We had time to talk about how 
we care for such a creation and what it 
means to be stewards. 

 

I am thankful for the ability to travel 
in our group of eight. We learned about 
group building and working together to 
accomplish our goals. I am happy that 
they had a great time and didn’t com-
plain, except that they would have eaten 
lots more food if we had packed more of 

it! J  It sounds as if the other groups had 
good experiences, too! 

 

If this trip allowed us to think about 
who we are in the midst of God’s      
creation, then maybe we accomplished 
our goal. Thanks be to God! 

 

Happy pondering! 
 

 
         
     Pastor Tim 


