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From Our Pastor

Resurrection

Thank you!

Those absolutely have to be my first
words of this first letter since my return.
Thank you for the warm welcome home.
Thank you for the gifts of time and
financing for travels and learning and
encounters. Thank you for your prayers.
Thank you for anticipating that sabbatical
time away means good things for our
time together.

I am still working to articulate what these
experiences have to say for me, for my
faith, for our shared ministry in this
world.

Yet, with all of that, I also have to confess
that there is something that yet feels odd
to me even to be taking this space in this
newsletter at this time of year to write
about ecology and faith.

Part of my mind protests: “It’s a letter
for Holy Week. Don’t look back at
January and February. It should be about
Easter! And resurrection! If you write
about nature, somebody will picture
bunnies instead of Jesus.”

But on my sabbatical that mindset is a lot
of what I discovered needs re-thinking.

Maybe it’s because I'm a little denser
than most, but it was a gracious revela-
tion to me, a delightful epiphany, that
God’s work in redemption isn’t
separated from God’s work in creation.
It is the same God working for the same
goodness, even if God makes it known
to us differently.

One of the last of many books I had the
chance to read was by Cal DeWitt, a
UW-Madison environmental studies
professor. He uses a helpful distinction
between two books: the book of faith
and the book of nature. In nature, there
is something of God’s goodness that is
made known to us. That may be espe-
cially apparent in spring days, when life
springs from what has appeared to be
dead ground. The renewed warmth of
sunshine may indeed make our hearts
sing with praise.

In that way, we can quickly see some
connections between Easter faith and
encounters with our world right now.
The empty tomb met with renewed
“Alleluias” may be an intensified
articulation for us, but not a radical
departure.
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From Our Pastor

& Nature

Most to the point, this says that Jesus
rises at Easter. It is a resurrection of
the body. God does not warp us out of
this world, even when life in this
world has ended. God’s commitment
to creation goes beyond death. Itis
“not in some heaven lightyears away,”
as a hymn puts it, but “here in this
place” that God’s work happens.

It is probably worth restating that we
need to read both “books” in Prof.
DeWitt's terminology. Just looking at
the world around us may not always
speak clearly of God’s love and grace,
might not tell us much about new life
in Christ. But neither can we under-
stand God’s work in us if we think of it
only in heads bowed in prayer, only in
pious meditations, only in “spiritual”
encounters, as if everything here were
pointless or temporary.

To know God’s work, we need water,
bread, and wine. We need the realities
of spoken words and words printed on
pages that came from trees. We proba-
bly need soil and sunlight. We need
each other, humans and all kinds of
creatures. Much of the world doesn’t
need us, but we sure need and rely on

7

much of creation —including for “holy
things. This is the place where God’s
work happens, in us as real people in
real, regular bodies.

I'look forward to exploring that more
together, including in reflecting to-
gether at Day Full of Grace on April 11.
In the meantime, happy resurrection of
the body to you, the Body of Christ!

4 Nick.

+ nick
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Our Life Together

Holy Week 2010

As you receive this newsletter, we will be approaching Triduum, the “three days”
that mark the center of our Christian story, bringing us again to encounter Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection for us. We hope you'll take full advantage of these
worship opportunities, as well as other upcoming events. Below gives some
descriptions and other information of the Triduum services.

Maundy Thursday -- April 1, 7:00 pm

This evening of the Last Supper, Jesus washed his disciples’ feet and gave the man-
date to love as he loved. We hear the final of our Lenten dialogues of “Words that
Last Forever’ — this night: “For You.” After the penitence of Lent, we receive a special,
individual word of forgiveness. Matching the mood of Jesus’ arrest, the evening ends
stripped bare.

Good Friday -- April 2,
1: 00 pm (at St. Stephen’s) 7:00

This solemn day observes Jesus’ crucifixion and death. We gather in worship along
with McFarland Lutheran, including combined choirs. The afternoon service at St.
Stephen’s reflects on crucifixion in the Gospel of John and in art. In the evening, we
join prayers around the cross at McFarland Lutheran (5529 Marsh Rd.).

Easter Prayer Vigil

A special time of prayer, a vigil is kept Saturday from noon on throughout the night
until sunrise service. This is a wonderful, quiet chance to reflect on Jesus’” death and
resurrection for you. Come by to spend some time praying in the sanctuary.

The Great Vigil of Easter -- April 3, sunset (7:26 pm)

The Easter Vigil is among the oldest worship services in the history of the church and
among the most acclaimed at St. Stephen’s in its uniqueness! This first celebration of
the resurrection starts Saturday evening with a bonfire at dusk and moves inside for
candlelight, biblical drama, and splashing of baptismal renewal. The service ends
with a celebratory “break-fast,” a great party!
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Our Life Together

Easter Sunday
sunrise, 8:00, 10:00, & 11:00 am

A quiet sunrise service (6:34 am) gathers us with those first around Jesus” empty tomb.
Festival worship at 8:00 and 10:00 feature choir and brass. At 11:00, Steadfast praises
the risen Christ with rock music.

Services throughout the morning are an especially great time to invite friends and family to
worship with you in celebrating our new life in Christ!

Easter Breakfast
served 7:00-10:00 am

Does Easter smell like lilies or like sausages? Along with celebrating the Resurrection
in worship, enjoy a rich breakfast. Your donation supports youth summer experiences
at Lutherdale Bible Camp and in the Boundary Waters.

Day Full of Grace
Sunday, April 11

On the 2rd Sunday of the season of Easter, St. Stephen’s normally invites a special
guest. This year, he is less special: Pastor Nick will preach on sabbatical, our physical
world, and the new creation at 8:00, 10:00, and 11:00. 8:00 and 10:00 will also include
three new hymns he wrote.

A slideshow of his pictures of Holden Village, National Parks, and more will be at
9:00.
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Presi ding Bishopos

The last enemy to be destroyed is death. --1 Corinthians 15:26

For a brief time, while the crucified Jesus lay in a borrowed tomb, it seemed as if
death had triumphed once again. Threatened by a messenger of God's expansive,
steadfast love, yet another human mob succumbed to death's seduction. They chose
its brutal, silencing power and trusted its empty finality. Death's murderous rebellion
against the Creator of life seemed unstoppable.

Until that Sunday morning dawned. Mary, Joanna, Mary and the other women ar-
rived at Jesus' tomb prepared for a body emptied of life. Instead they discovered the
grave emptied of its power and death itself buried in resurrection life. Jesus Christ,
the first fruits from the dead, lives! (1 Corinthians 15:20)

Now Jesus Christ, the embodiment of God's compassionate love, is preparing your
body for a resurrection life. In that life death can no longer imprison you in a grave
nor hold you captive to its violent imagination and destructive power. Joined to
Christ by baptism, your body is being brought into his resurrected life, into Christ's
new creation, and into the ministry of reconciliation and peace. In this new day your
resurrected service of God's steadfast love endures forever.

This is the Lord's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it. --Psalm 118:23-24

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson
Presiding Bishop, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Find this and other stories at www.elca.orgy/news
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Food Pantry News

Thank You From the Food Pantry Board!

The Food Pantry Board expresses sincere thanks to Gordy McChesney for serving as
Board Chairman for 13 years and Glen Lee for 13 years as a Board Member. We welcome
two new Board Members: Jim Esser who will be serving as Chairman and Tom Speranza
as a Member. We express our sincere appreciation to all of them for their dedication to
this ministry of caring for those in need.

Thank You to All Who Helped with the Remodel

St. Stephen’s Food Pantry thanks all volunteers who worked so hard planning for
the repairs, purchasing items needed, helped clear out the Pantry area for repairs,
painted and put all the items back after the repairs were completed. A special thank you
to Gordy McChesney for applying for the grant to the Madison Community Foundation
and to the Foundation for awarding us with the $10,000 grant. The grant made possible
the purchase of three carts for the Pantry, one large refrigerator, two freezers, floor tiles
for the Pantry area and a new storage shed. The Pantry was closed for repairs beginning
March 11th and plans to have reopened for clients March 29th.

Thank You to Thrivent & Pastor Richard Dowling

Thank you to Thrivent and Pastor Dowling of West Koshkonong Lutheran who
applied for a purchase of a “hamburger” grant. Pastor Dowling requested that $250
worth of hamburger be given to St. Stephen’s as part of his grant request. We are very
grateful for this special gift and for their part in sharing in our ministry of caring for
those in need in our community.

Concert to Benef it O Mo un

We will celebrate our 2010 Mountain of Food Drive on April 18th with a free jazz
presentation by The Perfect Fifth brass ensemble. Dave Hanson is a member of the jazz
group and a member of St. Stephen’s. A free-will offering will be taken and the money
will be added to our Mountain of Food Drive total. We thank Dave and his group for
hosting this special event. Mark your calendar and join us on April 18th at 3 p.m.
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Our Life Together

Thanks To All Who Provided
Easter Lilies, Daffodils, Tulips & Mums

Shirley Adams in memory of Chester & Marie Morrison; Hazel Anding in mem-
ory of husband: LaVane Anding; Dick & Judy Benzine in memory of our parents
and sisters: Judy & Joyce; June Bleck in memory of Reg Bleck; Jeannette Boelsing in
memory of Gordon; Ernie & Ginger Bollinger in memory of parents & brothers;
Doris & Bill Brendler in honor of Mark, Karla, Sue, Tony & Heide; Sharon Brown in
honor of Dorothy Alling; Julie, Dan, Haley & Jenna Buchberger in memory of Larry
Gust; Karl Cinlar in memory of Hazel Stewart; Rena Clark in honor of our wonder-
ful friends in Steadfast; Larry & Barb Dobie in memory of Mildred Raatz and Robert
Dobie; Dennis Douglas & Mike Brannan in memory of parents: Lorraine & Scott
Douglas and Nellie & Joe Brannan; Dennis & Sharon Eley in honor of Anita Eley;
Jessie Lou Gasser in memory of Don Gasser; Ken & Wava Grinde in honor of grand-
children; Tim & Lisa Hansen in honor of our children: Kai, Karin & Anders; David &
Suzy Hanson in honor of parents; Gene & Jo Hanson in honor of our family; June
Hanson in honor of my five grandchildren and in memory of Rollie Hanson; James &
Diana Helmenstine in honor of grandchildren; Rod & Lorraine Helmke in memory
of Vernon & Janice Helmke and Joseph & Thora Weger; Marshall & Angela
Heyworth in memory of Edward Heyworth; Barb Kepler in honor of grandchildren;
Roger & Nancy Kinson in memory of LaVane, Betty, Bob & Delores; Jim & Ruth
Knutson —"“Soli Deo Gloria”; Phil, Barb & John Kober in memory of our parents:
Philip & Margaret Kober and our grandparents: Philip & Mary Kober, Arthur &
Hilda Mason; Norm & Joanne Kuehni in honor of children, grandchildren & great
grandchildren; Kunz Family in honor of the engagement of Katie Kunz & Matthew
Fernholz; Marjorie Lanphear in memory of David Smith and Isabel Lanphear; Glen
& Sally Lee in honor of Anna Lee & Nadia Lee and in memory of Ed Thomas; Anne
Leske in memory of Charles & Evelyn Rowley; Mike & Cyndi Littel in honor of
Amanda & Mikayla Littel and in memory of Kara Littel; Samuel & Matthew Miller
in memory of Dan Robinson and Bob Greinke; Mari Mitchell & Family in honor of
Shirley Mitchell; Curt & Rhonda Mork in honor of Robert Mork, Samuel & Ruby
Iwanski; Paul Nachreiner & Deb Hinrichs in memory of Ken Nachreiner; Connie
Newman in memory of parents & grandparents; Ed & Edie Nowicki in honor of Jill
& Andy Walder and in memory of our parents; Clair & Nancy Oren in memory of
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Our Life Together

Kathy Oren Esse; Gary & Kat Pluff in memory of Anne Ermert and Ed Bruns; Bill
Puntney Family in memory of Everett & Marie Puntney; Brent, Jill, Abby & Molly
Ruffridge in memory of Uncle Chuck Loftsgaarden; Cheryl Schiltz in honor of our
Wonderful Congregation and in memory of Harvey & Mary Lou Witte and Betty
Raether; Ron & Lu Schroeder in honor of children & grandchildren; Matt Scovill &
Nikki Gallagher in honor of Tracy Gallagher and in memory of Doris Gallagher; Bob
& Phyllis Seiler in memory of Robin Martinson Duesler; Tom Speranza & Judy
O’Leary in honor of our grandchildren; Maren & Terry Tiffany in honor of Kristi
Leffingwell and in memory of Lafey & Freida Tiffany, Charles Leffingwell and Gary
Kuehni; Nick Utphall & Acacia Latka in thanks for sabbatical and in honor of all
creation; June Weitendorf in memory of Don Weitendorf; Jim & Carol Wiskowski
in honor of pastors & staff, and siblings and in memory of parents.

Community Garden

We are getting close to our 3rd
growing season of St. Stephen’s
Community Gardens. There are many
returning gardeners, but a few plots will
be open and available. You can contact
Garden Registrar Kristen Davies for
more info (230-6048, kristenok18
@yahoo.com). You can also find out
more at http:/ /mononacommunity
gardens.org or through the Monona
Community Gardens page on Facebook.

Cable Access

St. Stephen’s worship service is
officially on the air! Monona Cable
Access, channel 990 is running the
10:00 a.m. service from the previous
week on Sundays at 10 a.m. For those
who have Charter expanded basic cable
service, you can find us on channel 98.
For those who are homebound, we
hope this will provide another way to
worship with us.

Church Photo Directories

For those who had pictures taken
last spring, your free photo directories
are available in the church office. If you
didn’t have a photo taken but would
like a directory, limited copies are
available for $5.
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Our Life Together

St
Foundation
Scholarships Available

Trustees of St. Stephen’s Founda-
tion announce the availability of college
scholarships for the 2010--2011 academic
year. Scholarships up to $500 each in
value for general undergraduate degrees
and undergraduate degrees in agricul-
ture, life sciences or medical fields to
qualifying students. Students who
previously applied and/or received
scholarships may reapply.

Application forms are available in
the church office. Letters from references
are required, so pick up your application
early to allow enough time to complete
them. To be considered, the completed
forms must be returned to the church
office or to one of the Foundation Trus-
tees no later than April 30. Students
selected to receive scholarships will be
presented checks in a worship service in
June.

While anyone who will be enrolled
in college or technical school for the 2010
-2011 academic year may apply, the Trus-
tees especially encourage all St. Stephen’s
members in this group to make applica-
tion.

Stephe

Bold Café

We will not meet this month due to
the Ladies” Road Trip to the Twin Cities
on April 22 and 23.

The Kits Are on Their Way!

A big thank you to all who donated
to our Health Kits for Haiti collection.
We were able to complete 96 kits that
will be delivered to the Lutheran World
Relief warehouse in St. Paul. These kits
contain basic hygiene items and will be
used by refugees in areas hit by disaster.

Bold Café would like to thank all
those who helped in any way with Mid-
wife Kits, which began as our mission
project at the Women’s Retreat last
October. A big thanks to Karen Baier
and the knitting/crochet group for all
the adorable baby caps! Thanks to
others who have made baby hats and
receiving blankets. We appreciate all
donations. 90 kits will be delivered to
Global Health Ministries on April 22.
We pray for God’s blessing on these kits
and the midwives who use them and for
safe deliveries for the moms and babies!
We will be taking a break from this
project, but it will start again in the fall.
The donation bin will continue to be
available in the narthex.
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Building & Grounds
Committee Update

The Building & Grounds Committee
met on Tuesday, March 16th to go over
proposals from various carpet and tile
companies. We plan on going with the
bid from Sergenians Carpeting. My Co-
chair, Shirley Worl, will be making tile
selections with the help of our pastors
and custodian as well as other staff
members. We are going with neutral
colors for the walls. We will be carpet-
ing all of the upstairs area and tiling all
the downstairs areas. We will need
volunteers to help paint the walls and
ceilings as well as clean the bookshelves
and wash the doors and windows. Our
goal is to have all this done by the end
of April so that all the rooms can then
be put back in order. Thanks to all who
have already helped with this great
event and may God bless you for all
your efforts.

Ed Nowicki, Co-chairman

Womenodos Tea

Ladies of St. Stephen’s,

You are cordially invited to a Spring
Gathering on Sunday, May 23, from
3:00-5:00 p.m. Come and mingle with
new and old members of St. Stephen’s,
daughters and granddaughters, friends
or neighbors. We will share delectable
treats and lively conversations. This is
an intergenerational event. Hats, gloves,
dresses not required but encouraged.

Please post this date on your per-
sonal calendar. More details in the May
issue FOR ALL THE SAINTS.

Prayers for Peace Video

At our monthly Prayer Vigil for
Peace and Justice in the Middle East on
April 20th, plan to be here for just a bit
more than the typical half-hour. We will
be watching a new video from the
ELCA about what our church’s work is
accomplishing. The 28-minute video is
called “Peace Not Walls: Making a Dif-
ference in the Holy Land.” The Prayer
Vigil begins at 5:30 with song and can-
dlelighting.
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Communion Instruction
for Children

First Communion classes will be held
on Tuesday, April 13, 6:00 to 7:30 (with
pizza) and Tuesday, April 20, 6:30 to 8:00
(with ice cream). Pastors Tim and Nick will
lead sessions for children and their families
on the Lord’s Supper. First Communion
classes most often happen for 2nd graders
at St. Stephen’s, but if children are ready to
receive communion before 2nd grade, or if
students have missed the class before, all
are welcome! Students will receive 1st com-
munion at the 10:00 service on April 25.

Wednesday Morning
Bible Study

We are studying the book of Luke
this spring. Anyone who is interested, is
invited to participate. We will meet next
on April 7th at 9:00 a.m. in Agape Place.
Please come and learn more about Luke’s
take on the story of Jesus.

Crochet/Knit Ministry

Experienced, beginners and any-
one wanting to learn to crochet or knit
are welcome to join this group that
meets every other Sunday. Future
meeting dates are: April 18, May 2, 16
& 30. We meet between 1-3 in Fireside
Room. You may come and leave any-
time during that timeframe. Park in the
lot on the Fireside Room side of the
church building as that door will be
open. Currently we are working on
infant hats, blankets and prayer
shawls. Yarn is provided or you may
bring your own. Bring your needles!

Apr il Me no

Bible Study

The next Men’s Bible Study will
take place on April 8th at 8 p.m. at
Tully’s II on Monona Drive. Relaxed
and intriguing, there is no need to
prepare. Come and discover how your
faith can make a difference in your life.
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Confirmation

Confirmation classes for 7th through
9th graders resume on Wednesday,
April 14 with a meal night for students,
parents, and mentors. We gather for our
meal at 6:30.

The following two weeks, April 21
and 28, will be regular classes (6:45-8:00).
Confirmation classes conclude for the
spring with a final family /mentor meal
night on May 5.

Hi gh School

Friday and Saturday, May 7 & 8,
from 7:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. is the synod’s
“Excellent Adventure,” an overnight
lockout for high school students. This
year’s adventure will include some of
the following stops: Laser Tag @ Ultra-
Zone, Movie and Tour @ The I-Max
Theater, Roller-Dance @ Fast Forward
Roller Rink, Glow in the Dark Games @
A Local Park, Tour of Babcock Ice Cream
Facility @ The University, Tour and Air
Time @ Local Radio Station, Scavenger
Hunts and Other Activities Along the
Way. Talk to Pastor Nick or Tim if
you're interested!

Class on Eco -Justice

On April 17, 9:00-3:00 at Edgewood
College, the Wisconsin Council of
Churches is hosting a class on “Eco-
Justice in the Hebrew Bible.” Ask
Pastor Nick for more details.

The description says: “A small
handful of biblical passages have
been cited in the past to justify human
dominion over nature and the environ-
ment. However, numerous texts in the
Hebrew Bible contain a more complex
picture of the relationships between
God, humanity, the earth and its
creatures. Many of these texts link
God’s role as creator and sustainer of
the environment to God’s concern for
humanity and social justice.

Care for Creation
Interest Group

Now that Pastor Nick is back, we
are ready to move ahead with our
“Care of Creation” discussion. For any-
body that is interested in the dialogue,
we will be meeting on Sunday evening,
April 25th at 6 p.m. We will begin to
work through some materials in order
that we may decide what we’d like to
do with the grant we have received. We
will meet in Koinonia for some dessert.
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Boundary Waters
Canoe Area

St. Stephenos

The BWCA trip is planned for July 18-
23,2010. We have secured a total of 24
openings for our trip. We have about 6
openings at the present time. If you
are interested, please sign up on the
form in the narthex. Here are the
details:

We will leave on the morning of the
18th and arrive at Tuscarora Outfitters
for the night. We will sleep in one of
their bunkhouses and then, after
breakfast, we will head out on the wa-
ter. We will arrive back at Tuscarora
on Friday morning for showers and
then load up the vans and head back
home.

We are using the complete outfitting at
Tuscarora, which means that you do
not have to worry about packing any-
thing but the clothes on your back and
other accessories —books, fishing gear,

cards, etc. The cost for the outfitting
package is $340 per person. This is a
great saving from the original $480. We
will have raised some scholarship
money for our youth through the
Lenten and Easter meals. There are
some other possibilities for financial aid,
if this is a problem for some people.

As we fill the trip, we will set a date for
a pre-trip meeting and maybe even
some canoe practice! If you have any
questions, please talk to Pastors Tim or
Nick.

Camp at
Lutherdale

’ \ﬁ\w\@\

More than a dozen youth from St.
Stephen’s are signed up for summer
camp experiences at Lutherdale. Out-
door ministry for a week during the
summer is a way to understand faith
unlike any other. There are still chances
to sign up, but hurry! For scholarships
and cost offsets from church, plan to
help with the Easter breakfast!
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Faith Chests

We now have our first faith chest
made by a St. Stephen’s member and it
is gorgeous! It will be on display in the
narthex for others to look at. It is our
hope that we can give these faith chests
out to children baptized at St. Stephen’s
as a gift from the congregation. These
chests can hold items of faith that the
child collects during Sunday School and
confirmation, and as they prepare to
leave home, they have something to
take with them to keep them grounded
in faith. If anyone is interested in build-

ing one, please talk to one of the pastors.

Yo [/

NN,

Food, Faith,
and Earth Day

0The
April 25, 2:00 to 6:30
at First Unitarian

“Eating is perhaps the most inti-
mate way in which we engage with
the world around us,” says well-
known UW professor and food activist
Jack Kloppenburg. “The manner and
substance of our eating should reflect
our spiritual and ethical values, and a
positive relationship with the Earth.”

The interfaith afternoon will in-
clude music, workshops, and exhibits,
and culminate in a community meal
featuring locally-grown food. The
event is free except for dinner which is
$8 with an advance reservation or $12
at the door. For more information or to
make dinner and childcare reserva-
tions, go to
www.foodfaithearthday.org.
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Mortgage Information

Original Balance $1,379,644
Interest Paid to Date 353,232
Principal Paid to Date 269,326
Remaining Balance $1,110,318

Preparing the Way
(Nov/Dec/Jan)

Pledged to Date
Received to Date

$ 41,907
$ 47,757

{" Recently Hospitalized

Monica Hansen, Gary Geil

& Sympathy
i To those who mourn the death of:

Donna Morris, Dora O’Connor,

Crystal Helmke Lokken
St. Stephenos
Organ Fund

Pipe Organ Project $ 532,401
Paid Foundation Funds (0492,105)
Not Funded as of 3/2006 $ 40,296
Current Donations 37,692
Funds Needed for Completion $ 2,604

Capital Chordsmen Concert

There will be a concert on April 24 at
7 p-m. at Middleton Performing Arts Ctr.,
2100 Bristol St. featuring Vocality, Expe-
dition & Gay Nineties District Champions
Tickets: $20 with discounts for groups.
Call Mike at 243-3161 for info. or go to
capitolchordsmen.ticketleap.com

Community

Monona Grove Musical — Come
see MGHS's 2010 musical “All Shook
Up” — ajukebox musical set in the 1950’s
with Elvis Presley music, written by Joe
DiPietro. The story is based on William
Shakespear’s Twelfth Night. Perform-
ances are April 8th & 9th at 7:30 p.m.,
April 10th at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and
April 11th at 2 p.m. Tickets are $12 for
adults, $8 students/senior citizens. Call
221-7666 x 5229 for info.

MALC Quilt Auction — Quilt/pie
sale April 17 at Christ Lutheran Church,
Deforest. Doors open at Noon. Auction
starts at 1 p.m. Monies benefit the MALC
Jail Ministry of Dane Cnty. For info, visit
their website: www.malconline.org.

Oakwood Village Trip —Oakwood
Village is taking a group to see the Dead
Sea Scrolls at the Milwaukee Public
Museum on May 12. The group will
also enjoy a cruise and lunch aboard the
Edelweiss! After lunch they will tour the
great Lake’s Distillery. Cost is $94 and is
due in the church office by April 23.
Checks payable to: Badger Tour & Travel.
Groups departing from Oakwood West at
7:30 a.m. will return about 5:30 p.m.
Groups departing from Oakwood East at
8 a.m. will return about 5 p.m. For any
questions, contact Mike Brannan at 228-
6710.
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With a Thankful Heart:

to Cheryl Schiltz, Lora Post and Pastor
Nick for all their work in putting
together the new church directory
Special thank you to confirmation stu-
dents Ian Johnson and Trey Powers for
preparing and serving a meal of
sloppy joe sandwiches, French fries
and two salads to 80 homeless and
hungry people at the Wil-Mar Com-
munity Center on March 20. They
were assisted by Barb Kepler, Phyllis
Seiler, Betsy Powers, Lisa Gasser, Eric
Johnson & Joann Esser.

Thank you to the following musicians
for their gifts of time and talent in
March: Karen Baier, Julie Buss, Kristen
Davies, David Hanson, Kim Han,
Mishan Han, Karin Hansen, Lisa
Hansen, Sharrie Heibl, Chris Hudson,
Jim Knutson, Heide Powers, Rebecca
Redmann, Stephen Redmann, Jim
Reichling, & Lexie Teschan

Thank you to the Brendler family:
Heide, Jordan & Sydney Powers; Jeff,
Sue & Lucas Randall; Mark & Kathy
Brendler and Doris & Bill Brendler for
the beautiful anthem on March 7.
Thank you to Steadfast and the Sanctu-
ary Choir for extra rehearsal time to
prepare a wonderful combined anthem
for Palm Sunday.

Thank you to those in our regular
music ensembles for their faithful
dedication to weekly rehearsals and
regular participation in worship:
Steadfast, the Children’s Handchime
Choir, GosBells, and the Sanctuary
Choir.

1 A Souper big thanks to all the Lenten
soup supper volunteers who made food,
set up and cleaned up. Also to all the
guests who came out for fellowship and
whose free-will offerings helped the
kids offset their tuition for Lutherdale
Bible Camp. We used up our leftovers
and only had about 6 bowls of split pea
left the last evening. Can’t plan it any
better than that! Watch for more upcom-
ing special food fundraisers, put on by
team Lisa and Cheri, to help us raise
money for our new kitchen!

Special Gifts Received

Organ Fund: James & Diana Helmenstine (in
memory of Barbara Westphal), Eileen Koch,
Lois Koenig, Pamela & StevenVorass, Barbara
Swenson

Augusta Victoria Hospital: Lee/Janice
Johnson; Roger/Nancy Kinson; Kathleen
Robinson, Jill Walder, Edward/Lorraine
Johnson, Sara Yotter, Doris/Bill Brendler,
Allen/Judith Bodden, Laurie Slinde, Gene/Jo
Hanson, Maren/Terry Tiffany, Ross Lund,
Carol/James Wiskowski, Don/Carolyn
Jambura, Lisa/Kevin Gasser, Tom
Moran,Sylvia Reinholdt, Jim/Ruth Knutson,
Tim/Lisa Hansen, Brent/Jill Ruffridge, John/
Joann Esser, Ed/Edith Nowicki, Carol Ander-
son, Glen/Sally Lee, Stan/Laura Nielsen,
Todd/Laura Grams, Tom/Jean Boehnen, Mar-
shall/ Angela Heyworth, Julie Buss, Bob/
Doris Evans, Pastor Nick & Acacia, Larry &
Patricia Ziemer
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From Our Pastor

Healthy

“But Thomas (who
of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus
came.»S0 t he ot her
have seen the Lord.
“Unl ess | see the
and put my finger in the mark of the nails and
my hand in his

and Thomas was with them. Although the
doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and sai d,
said to Thomas,
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in
my side. Do
answered hi m,
said to him, “Have
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet
sus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book. s
But these are written so that you may come to
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may have
life in his name. (John 20:24-31)

I have to admit that there are times when 1

think that Thomas gets a bad rap from our
historical traditions. As noted, in our text
for the 2nd Sunday of Easter, Thomas was
not with the other disciples in the upper
room when Jesus first came to be with
them. We are not told why. It can only be
idle speculation. Regardless, when he is

was
di sci
mar
s kAl e,
week later his disciples were again in the house,
7 TReg l& C €
“Put
n o tuxs Thbmas bt

“ My Jesuso r

h a Nev Jec 0 n

with them after Jesus has disappeared,
Thomas is not so quick to buy into the
other disciples’ story. He appears to be
one who needs something to hang on to
before he jumps into the waters of such
faith.

It has been our tradition to give him the
name, “doubting Thomas.” Jesus’ sec-
ond appearance catches Thomas in the
room with the others and he seeks
Thomas out. The goal, it seems, accord-
ing to Jesus is that Thomas have faith.
Jesus wants Thomas to know that he has
arisen. There is great joy in knowing
that even death could not hold him and
that his resurrection gave hope and
promise to all of God’s children. “Do
not doubt but believe,” Jesus says. In
many ways I read this story to hear
Jesus say to Thomas, “Whatever it takes,
Thomas. If you need to put your hands
in mine, or touch my side, then do it.
Believe!”

I used to think this story was really
about avoiding being Thomas. There
have been times in my life when I was
worried about my doubts. Where was
God in the midst of a certain crisis? I
remember a time in college when we
studied the holocaust for a couple of
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From Our Pastor

Doubting

weeks on campus. It took me several
more weeks to work through the impact
of that horrific event on my faith.

But what about the times when I have
doubt in my own personal life? What
about those times when I wonder if the
story is really true? What about the
times when I wonder what difference it
makes in my life today? To somehow
say that my faith life, or the value that I
have as a Christian is dependent upon a
faith life with no doubts leaves me in
trouble. To believe that this story is a
story about what not to do is to miss the
point.

This is a resurrection story! Jesus has
arisen! It is a story of celebration of vic-
tory! God’s promise of faithfulness and
salvation breaks through even the last
great barrier-death. Jesus is not inter-
ested in chastising Thomas, or you or
me. Jesus wants us to believe that he
has arisen. We can now get on to the
question about what that might mean
for us today.

Thomas is the first to respond, “My
Lord and my God!” Like the Father and
his two sons in the parable of the prodi-
gal, the story isn’t really interested in

the excuses or the hollow words of the
sons, but rather in the extravagant love for
his children.

Why is it that we always want to cloud the
celebration with our own justification for
our own celebrations? After all, the focus
on this story is not about Thomas” ability
or “non-ability” to believe what he doesn’t
see. The point of this story is that Jesus is
willing to go to the mat for us to help us
realize the depth of his love. What will it
take for you to believe that Jesus is raised
from the dead on Easter morning?

Upon believing, what difference might it
make in your faith life? How might the
news of Easter play a role in your every
day world? This is where life becomes
interesting. How might this resurrection
story change your every day focus? How
might living in the light of Christ’s resur-
rection play out at school, at your work, or
even in your home? How might this love
story change the way you make decisions?
What might it mean for this community of
faith? “Do not doubt, but believe.”

Happy pondering my fellow saints!

A

Pastor Tim
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